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they falling together by the ears ſoon 
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ſtripped one anothers faces. 


And 
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they falling together by the ears ſoon 
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ſtripped one anothers faces. 


And 
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Do DIEGO, the heroic ſubject of this hi- 
ſtory, was born at Talavera, a confiderable town 
in the kingdom of Toledo, ſeated on the banks 
of the Tagus. He was of noble extraction, and 
bleſſed with a handſome fortune; ſubject, in- 
deed, to ſome irregular flights, but ſuch as were 


only the effects of too much curiofity; and of 


a generous temper, which put him upon things 
uncommon among other men. Nothing but 
affliction had appeared in his houſe from his 
very infancy. His father was killed in a duel. 
His mother, more grie ved for her loſs than ge. 
nerally the widows are in our days, who. make 
ſhift to ſtay à year after their huſhand's death 
befure they marry: again, was ſo hafty;, that 
there was ſcarce a week: between the news 
her widowhood and her being again faſt in the - 
bands of matrimony. fe” et. 
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2  'THE\NIGHT ADVENTURER. 
Our hero was the youngeſt of three brothers; 


the eldeſt ſo 'wholly. addicted to fencing. that, 
by his continual handling of cold iron, he loſt 
an eye; which might have been no ſmall ad- 
vantage towards making him a good markſinan. 
The ſecond brother placed all his hopes on the 
air, for, being an excellent tennis. player, he 
reckoned to make his fortune that way; but, 
among all the other faults in that game, he 
committed one never to be retrieved; for ha- 
ving overheated himſelf, he fell into a pleuriſy, 
of which he died, leaving the poor balls and 
tackets deſtitute of a real friend, who loved 

them above his life. This youngeſt brother we - 
are to treat of, in his tender years, was called 
plain Don Diego; but, when grown up. ſome 
added the ſurname of Fly - Light, and others cal- 
led him Don Diego Love Night; becauſe he 
fled from light and only delighted in darkneſs. 
At ten xears of age he Was put to the Latin 
ſchdol;; where, though he advanced but little, 
yet he had the good luck not to grow pedantic. 
This ſmall capacity was highly favoured by For- 
tune, who took care of him from his cradle. 
Scarce was he ſixteen years of age before, he 
was preferred to ſome church-livingso which 
obliged bim to xeſide at Toledo; a pleaſing 
duty that compelled him to live in ſo deligiaful 
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THE NIGHT ADVENTURER, 3 


a place. Four years he continued under” this 
reſtraint ; but as ſoon as he could reckon twen- 4 
ty years of age, neither his duty; nor the man 
charms of that beautiful city, whieli are ſuch as 


would engage the moſt airy diſpoſitions, could 
in the leaſt prevail upon his. He ſo delighted 


in rambling, that, to comply with his wander- 
ing inelination, he "parted with his benefices, 
reſerving to himſelf ſome penſions out of them, 
which, together with his own eſtate, made up a- 
bout five or fix hundred pounds a- year. 
He left Toledo to ſettle at Madrid, the uſual 
reſidence of the Court of Spain; and made 
choice of that quarter of the town which beſt 
ſuited with his humour, being a blind corner, 
remote from the concourſe of the people, where 
he bought a houſe that had two ſeparate apart- 
ments. The one of them he made choice of 
for himſelf, fitting it up to his own extravagant 
fancy; without altering the other, which how- 
ever he furniſned very handſomely; to entertain 
his friends upon eccafion. The apartment he 
reſerved for himſelf was contrived after a very 
odd manner. He pulled down the upper fto- - 
ries, and made it much lower than all the hou- 
ſes about it, that they might ſhelter it from the 
ſun, which he mortally hated; he alſo ſtopped 
up all the windows that could admit the leaſt 
B 2 | 


4 | PHENIGHT/ADVENTURBR- 
glimpſe of day- light: The walls were hung with 


black baize, as condemned by him to perpetu- 


al mourning. In mort, it was more like a tomb 
for the dead than a manſion for the living. He 
was a paſſionate lover of mulie, and delighted 

in nothing more than in ſinging to his guittar; 


ſo that, by continual practice, he was become a 


match far the heſt in that profeſſion. He was 
ſatisſied with what he had, diſdaining any means 
of increaſing it. His courſe of life was diſſe- 
rent from all the reſt of mankind, turning day 

into night and night into day. He never went 


Se gl n Was quite dark, and as ſoon as 


eyer he diſcovered the firſt dawning of the d 


he haſted home. 1 1910 


When he went to remble. about the FALL 
though, in the darkeſt nights, he took nothing 


with him but his ſword, a target hanging to his 


girdle, and ſometimes a guittar in his band. In 


theſe his midnight travels, Fortune threw in his 


way ſeveral adventures, which always proved 
lucky enough ta him; at leaſt he an — 
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Love-Night took a fancy, near eleven ar 'vight, 
fo ramble the ſtreets of Madrid, playing on his 


guittar, and at times ſinging ſome diverting aits- 5 


to his inſtrument. He had not gone far from 
his houfe before he put himfelf into a 'poſtyre to 


ſerenade à cettain lady of His acqudititance; 


but calling to mind that he had given her that 
diverflon ſeveral times before, "arid "coniitlering 
that malicious perſons might perhaps mifinter- 
pret his innocent intentions, and lay ſomè ble- 
mitn on the reputation of the perfon! he defign- 
ed to hondur; he Went on, moving as Holy as 
generally 4 nit Aber wi 5 going againſt Bis 
will. He paſſed" on from one ffreet to'ancther, 
without "any defign © but to us ereteiſe for wis 
health] arid to divert himſelf” with firigig and 
playing on his guittar when the fancy took Him. 
Having traverſed a conſiderable part of Madrid, 
when the clocks of the monaſteries had juſt 
done ringing the religious to matins, which is 
always at twelve, he found himfelf in a part of 
the town he was yet a ſtranger to, and ſhould 
have taken it for the real manſion of the God 
B ; 
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the door open, and ſomebody ſaid to him, 


6 TRE NIGHT: ADVENTURER. | 


of Silence, had not he ſtumbled on a dog this 
began to growl at him. At the ſame time he 
heard a window open; and ſomebody hem, as it 
were, to invite him to draw near. His heart 
was too tender to withſtand ſuch a temptation, 
ſo that, ſtopping ſhort, and liſtening with all his 
attention, he heard theſe words ſpoken with a 
whiſpering voice: If it be you who yeſterday 
+ left this place with ſuch-tokens of the fatis- 
faction you had received, why do you come 
„ ſo late?” Don Diego was ſomewhat ſtartled 
at this queſtion, but, yielding to his natural 2 
rioſity, anſwered in the ſame tone, 1 

1 open the door, and I will ſatisfy you.“ 

ſooner had he ſpoken theſe words, but he bu 


Coine in foftly.” He did ſo without heſita- 
tion, or conſidering what the conſequence 1 
be, concluding ſomething muſt be ventured, ra 

ther than let ſlip ſo favourable an A Was 
as he fancied. Fortune here offered him. He 
was taken by the hand, and having been led 
through ſeveral doors, inſtead of the loving em- 
braces he expected, he found himſelf baſely laid 
hold of behind, his arms taken away, and 
brought into a ſpacious room, where there were 


two candles burning on the table. Then he 


ſound himſelf in the hands of four able fellows, 
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who, by their &guntemnecss, promiſed; him no 
good uſage. Lgoking abgut,j he ſpied) 85 venes | 
rable old man. hq, in an angry 42 direfting 
his: diſcourſe! to-thoſe,;whobeld puragventurer, 


ſaid. Why did you bring him before me alive? 


«why did net you rchrottle him avhecame in?? 


Then turning ta the priſone r. Barbarian . ſaid 
he, I can never believe you are of hohle ex- 


traction. Wieked man! What wrong could 
« this decrepit old age do vou that voαν ſhonld 


fully its houour upon thecbrink of the grave, 


where: the maſt infamous; perſons: eſire tobe 


laid without taint op blemiſh If youchad any 
« cauſe to thirſt after er evenge upon me, why 
did you not exerciſe it on this remainder: of 
« life, which is how expiring, and not on my 
„reputation, which ought to he exverlaſting? 


But our deſign was to treat me worſe than 


an executioner would have done, depriving 
me of two lives at once. Lou were ſenſihle, 


+ that in ſttiking at my reputation, you ſtahbed 


my heart. Your; luſt, has done me a rong 


« of ſuch heinous nature, that though your life 


falls a ſacriſice to me in this place, to atone 
for your offence, yet yu will ever remain 


my debtorg and your death will rather ſerve 


for a terror to others than he a ſatiaſuction to 


B 4 


me. *— him, let, bis}, throat be 


3 
+9 


cut immediately and his heart ripped out te 


lady ſeeing that ſtranger in the hands of ber 


ler blood,” flying up te her fate; added muck 


_— „ 


«be throw in his face, as a traitor,” Vet be. 
fore you carry him off. ea} in that mad wol 
man chat we may celebrate "their nupti 
a And funeral together.“ b c edit 


ſpeaking theſe words, in came a lady, f whoſe 
eyes and countenance were ſo full of chärms, 
that as ſoon as Don Diego o ſpied hef, Al the 
terrors of death he had coneeived by the dread- 
ful decree of his ancient judge, were diſpelled, 
and gave way to the ſatisfactic - of 'admiring 


brothersawas ſo ſurpriſed and concerned,” that 


luſtre to her natural perfection. Her father and 
brothers were amazed; and the priſoner ſtood iii 
a rapture. There let us leave them a while if 
that perplexity, to diſeover whence it proceed? 
ed broghit muon aloe bann. iure run 
A certain gentleman, whoſe name was Don 
Frederick, ſo great a darling of Nature and For- 
tune, that they ſeemed to contend who fhould 
heap the greateſt favours on him; the lutter 
having made him maſter of a moſt pleneifope- 
ſtate, and the former derived him from a floble 
family, and endowed bim with a- generous foul, 
, J1 . 
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THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 9 
virtuous inolinations, and a graceful perſon; | 
This gentleman was paſſionately in love with: - 
the beauty, wit, and perfections of Fenicia, the 
lady we laſt ſpoe of, who, as ſhe triumphed in 
the conqueſts ſhe had gained over the moſt ac- 


compliſhed perſons about the court, ſo was ſhe” 


herſelf fubdued by the victory ſe had guineck 
over Don Frederick; either that ſhe had ob- 
ſerved more worth in him, or 2 — b 
greater ſympathy between their ſouls. | 

They had managed this- Seeta 
ſuch ſecrecy, that her father and brothers, 
though they obſerved her actions moſt narrow. 
ly, could never diſcover the leaſt coken of their 
familiarity. But as it is a matter of the greateſt 
difficulty to ſecure a happineſs which id in the 
power of another, bo only ſtadies how to de- 
ſtroy it, fo was this diſappointed and cut off, 
when leaſt expected, by the cunning and falſe- 
hood of Frederick; for after a long counterfeit 
ſhow of conſtancy, attended with many ſpecious | 
expreflions of a ſincere affeQion; he ohtained 
the laſt favour of Fenicia, under a verbal pros. 
mife of marriage. No ſooner had he gained 
this glorious conqueſt; and by its amorous wealth 
been plentifully rewarded for his many fighs 
and tears, but he made Fenieia ſenſible, by ma. 
ny ſigus, that he had not the value for her the 
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deſerved; and ſhe perceived by his: behaviour 


not without much difficulty, to make known 


1 . «3 | ENTURER® 
_ . 


what ſhe; had done. In fine, ſhe:diſcovered ſo | 


much-coldneſs and ſo much impatience: in him 
to-he gone, after the accompliſhment of his will, 
that ſhe began to miſtruſt his performing the 
proteſtations he had made her. When he was 


gane, ſhe began to reflect on the fault ſhe. had 


committed, and to apprehend ſhe was deluded 
by Frederick; deſpair ſeized her heart, and ſhe 
was in a labyrinth of confuſion. The remain 
ing part of the night, and the next day, ſhe was 
ſo troubled with the thoughts of this affair, that 
at night, when the- time drew near about which 
Frederick was to return, ſhe reſolved, though 


her misfortune to her father and brothers, to 
prevent more fatal conſequences; that in caſe 
Frederick would break his promiſe, and not 
ſtand to his word, they might adviſe nn. 
of the means to compel him. 

They were no ſtrangers to Don Frederick's 
Dame or quality, but they knew not his perſon. 
This both incenſed and confounded them; yet 
they loſt not much time in conſulting, or be- 


wailing their misfortune, but conſidering the 


diſtemper was deſperate, they reſolved to apply 
a deſperate remedy, and to treat Don Frede - 
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ſent or by force; or at leut to willy vat the 


nne 
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fick, as througttmiſtake; they were: not gong 
to uſe the itndcent Dow Diego! Fortune de- 
figning to make her ſpbrt of him] brought hn 
under Fenicia's windows} juſt at thehtme"ſhe 
was upon the watch, expecting tHeiapptuactr of 
her ungrateful lover ; her 'trouble,/atiPtheldark2 
neſs of the night, made het incapable of- Uiting 
guiſhing betwixt the true perſon and the: falſe; 
As ſoon as the heard the thought it us Frede- 
rick, and upon that notion ſpoke thoſe words 
which charmed poor Dom Diego, and enguged 
him in the danger where we left Rin 40 3469 (3.0! 
Fenicia's father and brothers were reſdlved 
to make Frederick marry her, either Hy His cο , 


ſtain he had laid on their honour with his blood; 
However, for the better managing of the affair: 
and leſt Frederiek ſhould tate a prefudiee ts 
Fenicia, they agreed ſhe ſhould: pretend tot to 
have diſcobeled eerverbtg und cha it were - 
to excuſe and reſcut'him” ot of the hands of 
her brothers, ſhe ſhiould poſitivoly affirny; that 
was none of the perſon WG was with her the 
night before ; thut ſo he might imagine their 
familiarity had been diſcovered by the indiſ- 


cretion or falſehood of afervant, who ' was in 
trulted with the ſecret of their Sy. 


Thus Fenicia;! ſtartled? to ſee à perſon U | 
35 | 
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known to her taken in the ſuste he had laid 2 


artifice concerted among them, delivered her- 


elf wir all poſſible ſincerity, ſay ing. Brothers, 


vyou are miſtaken; this man you uſe ſo ill, and 
11 — is none of the perſon you 
look for. This is not Frederick: Good God! 
hat w prodigious ſcandal is this after ſo great 
„% a misfortune} I confeſs L tranſgreſſed moſt 
, heinouſiy the laſt night, and brought a great 
ſeandal upon your reputation; but now o 
„ ſhame will de made known, ſinee we have 
6. eee re and * _ 
fail to divalge ut.” * ff 
The — — — and 
whiſpered one another, How notably ſhe diſ- 


She perceiving their double miſtake, endeavour- 


ed all ſhe eould to undeceive them, by repeats 
ed: oaths and proteſtations, till at laſt. they. bes - 
gan to gaze upon one another, without {peak 
ing a word, as not knowing what te think of 
that bufineſs. Don Diego, on the other hand, 
confirmed Fenicia's aſſertions, alleging they took 
him for another, for he had never been near 
their houſe before; that his name was Don Di- 
ego, and he, belonged: tn the elergy, and there 
fore incapable of marrying ; whereupon he pull - 
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ef ou of his pocket foe latte and abe. pa- 


old man, baked to Fenicia, was highly 8 
at bis daughter, as the cauſe of all theſe unluc- 
kpiadaderitdy N mf fo De ti barngn- ods 
Love-Night by this time began to; breaths 


de reſtored to his liberty; but fortune being re. 
ſolved to make trial of his courage, charged him 
again with treſh> terrors. Fenicia's brothers in a 
rage to be thus impoſed upon, and at this un- 
known perſon's being made acquaiated- with 
their ſhame; conſulted together how to remedy 
this inconveniency ; and their debate being near 
Don Diego, he could hear them talk of mugderv 
ing him, the eldeſt making the propoſal. and the 
reſt conſenting to it. We are unfortunate,” 


ſaid he; in al our undertakings; we have diſs 
covered all our ſhame before this man, who 


« wilt fet it abroad everywhete as ſoon as it is 
„day, to revenge the aſſtont we have offered 
„him. There is no ſtopping here, let us: pre- 


i ceed:: We will lead him out; noh it is night, 


to ſome by - place near the town wall, and 
cut his throat at the door of ſome; batydy- 
+. houſe; it will never be known who commits 


ted the fact; and thus we may ſecure our? 


* {elves againſt the diſgrace our family might 


* 
* 1 
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more freely, believing he might now expect ta 


le unden S Aduslarele here 
ee but at length they all conſent< 


ed to i it. dus eas n 2941 ao ublo 


they: carried him Gut of che houſe withobeholgs 
ing, he might/either ſave himſelf by his heels 
flying, or by his hands defending himſelf; but 
the deſigu being made known to the good old 
man by the moſt compaſſionate of the conſpi- 
rators; he drew near Don Diego with his ſword 
in his hand, and trembling, ſaid to him, Sir, 
« I repoſe more confidence in your diſcretion 
than my ſons can do in your death, Be- 
gone, in the name of God; fear no more 
% harm than what has been already done you. 
I beg your pardon, and heartily entreat you 
to pity my juſt ſorrow, and to grant that the 
« infamy of my houſe may ever lie buried in 
the ſecrecy of your generous heart.” N 
This ſaid, he reſtored him his ſword and guit- 
tar, both taken from him at his coming in; and 
leading him, without any noiſe, te the ſtreet 
door, offered to ſend ſomebody to wait on him, 
as far as he pleaſed. Don Diego returned 
thanks, and promiſed he would never make 
known to any perſon the misfortune of his 
houſe. Haviog eſcaped this imminent danger, 
he made a vow to be leſs curious for the future, 
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and-r never to go into a place he did not know; 
but he kept not his promiſe; for when a man 
is once out of the mire, he never thinks of it 
again. He directed his courſe home ward. and 
finding himſelf Kill under ſome diſorder, pro- 
ceeding from the fright he had been put into, 
he thought fit to allay it with muſic and ac- 
cordingly, after ſome harmonious diſcords ſtruck 
upon his guittar, that inſtrument allowing of as 
many diſcords as concords, he ſeconded it with 
his e ee as follous: : 05 


«#2 8 # - x 
8 ** N G. 5 IS 
. 
| ” & 


I. | 
As ſoon as fair Aurora wakes, _ 
And ſpreads her bluſhes red as fire, 
His journey brighter Phœbus takes, 
Your beauty to admire. 


II. 
Your eyes the glorious ſtars outſhine, 
| Their rays afford us warmth and light, 5 $2 
Your preſence makes the day divine, © 
Your abſence diſmal night. 


III. 


No planet will pretend to ſhow 


His head, when once your beams appear ; | 
All then is here ſerene below, ] nn 


And all above is clear. 1 19 
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. IV. R084} 600 Mei bas 
r. eee eue 
And your mighty power — Moat 
id "For that your eyes light land main. 
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| Admire their workmanſhip. in v . * 
1 "But th' envious moon in ſpite does, grieve, 4 


* 


And mourns in fable hue, | | hs 


The likes, touch'd by your fair hand, 
Do bluſh to think they're not ſo white,” 

| Roſes look pale, when near you ſtand, 1 
And ſhame them with your fight. 


2 . 
All theſe e eee ag; 
, - Ungrateful coyneſs will deſtroy, FRE ROLE? 
Voleſs you yield to Cupid's arme, - 1 
And his delights enjoys © em 


— 1 of |; wn Vir. | | | g IS, + 
But all dildainful thoughts remove, 


The man to worſhip you was born, 
ou you were born to love. 


As he concluded his ſong, he Wund ki laber 
at his own door; and at the ſame time ſpied a 
man, who had followed him cloſe at the heels | 


y . 
+4 


«<Q 


all the way from Fenicia's houſe; and, ſtepping 
up to him, ſaid, A word with fou#8ir.”” Don 
Diego was ſome what furpriſed at this fight; be- 


lieving it was one of Fenicia's mad brothers 


who, contrary to his father's command, was 
come to execute the ſentence there pronounced 
againſt him, and by that means to make known 
the diſbonour of his family $5 becauſe in all lie- 
hhood whatſoever paſſed betwixt them could 
not be done without noiſe. However, ſceing 
but one ſingle man, he would not rouſe any of 
his ſervants, leſt he might think he was afraid, 
or fuſpect he deſigned him foul play. He went 
boldly up to him, with his ſword in his hand; 
but not drawn, becauſe the other had not yet 
declared himſelf an enemy; and aſking what 
buſineſs he had with him, underſtood be was 
Frederick, that fortunate lover; who had ti 
umphed over Fenicia's honour, and haying been 
engaged in ſome buſineſs of high eotiſequencs, 
could not repair to her till juſt Don Diego was 
coming out. This accident Rad ſtaptled him 
very much, as believing that none but himfelf 
had admittanee into that houſe, which occafion- 
ed a jealouſy. in him, and reſolving to clear his 
doubts, he had followed Love. Night, to difeo- 
ver who he was; till ſeeing him juſt ready to 
go into his houſe, eee _— 
his curiofity, 
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VUrged on by jealouſy, he forgot all civility 
upon this occaſion; ſo that as ſooh as Don Di- 
ego was turned to him, he urged him to dra 
with ſome abuſive language. Love- Night, pro-— 
voked by his inſolent words, threw down his 
guittar on the ſtones; which returned a ſound as 
if it complained of his unkindneſs. This done; 
he immediately put himſelf into a poſture to 
chaſtiſe the raſnneſs of his adverſary; whom he 
ſoon made ſenſible that he was better ſk illed at 
his weapons than he, or at leaſt more fortunate, 
for Frederick wanted neither {kill nor courage. 
Don Diego preſſed hard upon him, and gave 
him two home thruſts, which were a ſufficient 
good proof of the ſtrength of his arm, and made 
him drop, crying out, 1 am a dead man. 
Love-Night ſeeing him in this deplorable con- 
dition, and almoſt ſpeechleſs, took pity on his 
misfortune, called up.) bis; ſervants, had light 
brought out, and removed the unhappy! gentle« - 
man into that apartment of his houſe he had 
reſerved for ſtrangers. There he was laid on a 
good bed, though then he ſeemed to be fitter 
for the grave. A prieſt and ſurgeon were ſent 
for, who both performed the duty of their fune- 
tion almoſt at the ſame time. The wounded 
man coming to himſelf, owned his raſhneſs, de- 
claring he had been the aggreſſor, to clear his 
adverſary. Don Diego, on the other hand, be- 


er 
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ing willing to calm Don Frederick's thoughts, 

and remove the ill impreſſion he had received 
as to Fenicia's fidelity, gave him the whole hi- 
ſtory of the danger he had been in at, her houſe, 
on his account, being taken for him, and in the 
utmoſt hazard of loſing his life at the hands of 
her father and brothers. When he had ended 
his relation, he repreſented to him how pexſidi- 
ous an action it would be to deceive! ſuch a 
beautiful lover, who had ſuffered herſelf to be 
perſuaded by his fair words, and to be con- 
quered by his merit. In ſhort, he charged it ſo 
home to his conſcience, and ſpoke ſo feelingly 
to his ſoul, ſhowing; the, wrong he did; to ſo 
many perſons, and the danger he run in having 
four brothers for his profeſſed enemies, that he 
prevailed with him to prõteſt, in the preſence 
2 all that were there, that he would perform 


his promiſe made to eh ANG GEES: 
vered, 


Heaven ad a PIR this Pre 3 
for from that moment he began viſibly to reco- 
ver, and not long after was as good as his word. 
To this effect he deſired Don Diego, with * | 
he had contracted a ſingular, friendſhip, to 
viſit Fenicia from him, and give her freſh alla. g 
rances of his fidelity; till reſerving it to him. 


elf to give her an account ſome other time of 


as n ee ere 


the encounter betwixt them, for fear ſhe ſhould 
be in trouble about his recovery. | Love. Night 
thought it a great happineſs that he was pitch. 
ed eee e © pleaſing a n, to the 
lady. 

He went to RO and found her OR 
ing under the greateſt afiAtion; becauſe ſhe had 
never heard of her Frederick ſinee ſhe refigned 
up her honour to him. She was ſick a. bed, and 
her father in the ſame condition, both of them 
overwhelmed with grief, begging of Heaven, 
what was not in the. power of man to grant, 
which was either death, or the retrieying of 
their hondur. Fenicia's four brothers, enraged 
t the affront they thought all the world could 
read on their faces, hearing no news of the per- 
ſon who had ſo difhonoured them, believed he 
had abſented himfelf, and upom this ſuppoſition 
reſo}ved to diſperſe themſelves; and to g to bl 
veral places, in hopes to meet 1 rag yes a 
reverige'for their wrong. #6. ao * Þ 
As Fenicia and her father were diſcourſing u. 
boat "their diſaſter, defpairing* of ever rebel“! 
ing any ſatisfaction, Love-Night entered men 
chamber with # joyful countenance; which" te 
tified the good news he brotight them. No" 
doubt Put the two fick perſons were amazttt td 
ſee him, as not knowing what deſign could bring 
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him thither. ,.To caſe them of thei pain and 
anxiety. he ſuccinctiy related the occaſion of his 
viſit, and gave them ſuch affurances of the truth 
of his words, that Fenicia and her father, rayiſh- 
ed with exceſs of joy, believed this was ſome 
miracle. or enchantment, . conſidering that the 
perſon, whom, but a, few days before, they 
wauld have put to death, was now come to re 
ſtore them to life. They received him as an 
angel, and returned thanks to Heaven for ba» 
ving pitied their misfortunes. From that time 
Fenicia recqyered her former graces, which had 
ſuffered much by. ber aſſlictions, the good old 
man revived, and Frederick, being pexfeRtly cus 
red, went with Pon Diego ta ratify che promiſe 
he had brought from him. His preſence gave 
Fenicia freſh life, and he ſaluted her father as a 
ſon-in-law, and her as his bride. Meſſengers 
were inſtantly ſent to, recal her brothers, who 
being ſummoned to be preſent at the recovery 
of their honour, haſted to Madrid. F rederick's | 
kindred and-friends were invited, and, by a ge» 
neral conſent, their nuptials were celebrated, to 
the ſatisfaction of all parties concerned; where 
Don Diego was honoured as a principal gueſt, 
for having been the chief "_ " * * | 
Mal wars ther 
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Tux memory of ma accidents ght have 
been a ſufficient warning to Don Diego for the 
ſecuring of his future quiet; but the dangers 
he had eſcaped could not reftrain him from 
continuing his extravagant cuſtoms. The glory 


he had acquired by his late eſcape made him 


hope he ſhould be no leſs ſucceſsful in other ad- 
ventures. . After the marriage of Frederick he 
ſtaid at home ſome time, indulging ſuch com- 
mendable diverſions as other men are wont to 
take; but ſoon gave way again to his unruly 
temper; Amazor's good advice being of t no force 
to reſtrain him. j 
This Amazor was a perſon 'of arndt and 
experience, under whoſe tuition Don Diego 
had ſpent ſome part of his younger years, and 
learned all be knew of literature and civil con- 
verſation. Nor was he to blame, though he 
had not been more ſucceſsful in his pupil, as 
having never omitted any thing in his power to 
reſtrain him; but it is almoſt impoſſible for hu- 
man foreſight to gain the aſcendant over a mind 
ſo much addicted to its perverſe habits as that 
of Don Diego. Amazor nevertheleſs reſolv- 
ed to make another trial, and endeayour by 
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new perſuaſions to ſubdue that: rovellions Wer 
per. He waited for a fair opportunity, and 115 
courſed him after this manner: 5 
Don Diego, ſaid he, yo e 
« gccafion to reckon myſelf the moſt unfortu- 
« nate of all men of my profeſſion. After ſo 
« many years ſpent in your company; after ſo 
many admonitions and remonſtrances as! I 
% have made, and ſo many examples as T have 
„laid before you, I muſt ſtill be reprdached 
« with not having been able to correct the per- 
« yerſe inclinations of your infancy, as not ha- 
« ving led you in the paths of virtue. Muſt I 
loſe the juſt reward I could hope for my la- 
bours in making you a good man? Shall I, 
inſtead of that due reward, ſee myſelf expoſed 
4 to the xeflections of all that either ſee or hear 
« of the unaceountable life you lead, Who will 
charge me with negle& in employing that/lit- 
« tle ſkill L have in educating youth? But lay- 
ing aſide what concerns me, bave not you 
ſenſe enough to perceive that you are the 
ſpart of all companies, and the ſcorn of all 
your equals? Do not you obſerve that every 
„body rails at the extravagant and ridiculous 
©* way. you have found of paſſing away your life, 
« ſo different from the reſt of mankind ? It may 
truly be ſaid you are of a black and dark diſ- 


3 


— 


— e = —— — 
4 N 2 . 3 a 
— — — — w * — 4 — - 
— —— — = — — 
in 2 WS — — — = _— 


ml 
| q 
A 
. 
ix 


* day: light, which] is 19 pleafing toall the world, 


ey, you. Would be thought diſcreet, as ſup- 


ſoon be involxed in ſome deplorable, misfgy- 


5 — — 8 


Were there any pretence to excuſe. this mad · 
nes z bad you any amorous intrigues to pre- 
* vail with Jou te Joye the darkneſs of the 
night as you, do, done would. wonder at ät; 


Fi poling you made uſe of that time to conceal 
+ your affeQtions, and prevent the ſcandal they 


* mitzht giye; but to ſuffer yourſelf, without 


any Occaſion, to be led away by. ſo unreaſon- 
* able @ humour, which is prejudicial to your 
„health, and hourly expoſe your. life to dan- 
gers, as appears by your laſt adventure, is 400 
« viſible a madneſs, and which cannot any way 
* be palllated. If. you continue any longer 

«theſe extravagant night rambles, yu ill 


« tune, and” perhaps loſe both your life and ho- 
« nbur, which is a double death, The aſſe ction 


4 T have always. bore vou, obliges me to giyr 


«you this one admonition more, that, if aftet it 
you come to anz diſaſter, as you ,arg; ig fh 
teady way to it, none may. have gegaſign ge 
*fay, you wanted advice and gdmonitionaits 
give over, but rather that it, ey be knows 
« you were the only cauſe of your own calami- 
* ties. For my own part, I quit you and aue 
9 


* . ; : * 


« houſe; I will not be a witneſs to the miſchiefs 
« that threaten you, nor ſee my ume, labour, 
« and inſtructions, ſo-ilf beſtowed,” 
This ſaid, he made to the door to bs gone, 
and leave the houſe ; but Dom Diego interpo- 
ſed, endeavouring to ſtop him. Thus they fitug- 
gled together through affeQtion, not in anger. 
At laſt Don Diego promiſed to reform, and fol- 
low his advice. As a proof of his fincerity, "he - 
laid by his arms, and for two days led quite an- 
other ſort of life than he was wont to og like 
the reſt of mankind, making uſe of night 'and 
day, according to the'courſe of 'nature.” But 
this method being a conftraint upon his hu- 
mour, the very third night he began to repent 
him of well-doing, and, being reſtleſs in his bed, 
to deteſt Amazor's ſeverity ; calling him a fran- 
tic pedant, a tyrannic uſurper over his liberty, 
and a thouſand other opprobrious names. Thus 
was he diverting himſelf when he heard a coach 
in the ſtreet, which ſtopping near his houſe, 
gave him the opportunity of delighting his ears 
with the muſic of a lute. He got up and went 
to the. window, and ſoon after a charming voice. 
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or at leaſt might have done ſo. + She was n 
friend to, and under the protection of our ad- 


every word that might offend- her." 1 Phis put 
him again into another fit of curfing*Amaitor's 


of his target and ſword, made by the famous 
Hernandez of Toledo, and without ſtayinig to 
button his coat, or tie up his garters; flew out 
of his houſe like lightning, to find out the 
perſon that had ſung that ſcandalous lampoon 
upon his neighbour. He was ſo enraged; that 
though the coach was then got far off, he ſoon 


calling out till he made the'cogchman/ op, and 


blood muſt have been ſhed. They; inſtead of 
falling into a paſſion; laughed heartily;; and 
broke many jeſts upon his perſon,” his words, 


f, 


man drive on, left Don Diego quite beſide him- 

ſelf, and out of breath, his paſſion had fo heat- 

ed him. However, he had ſtill Arength and 

folly enough to run after the coach, and Gh. 

ſerye where it ſtopped, 'defigning to take n more 

conyenient time to ſeek his ſatisfaction, with tes 
c 


venturer, and therefore he carefully obſerved 


advice, He dreſſed himſelf in a hurry, laid hold 


overtook it, all in a ſweat. He never gave over 


then let fly ſuch a peal of foul language againſt | 
thoſe who were in it, that had they not been 


lewd people, and uſed to ſuch ſalutes, much 


and the dreſs he was in, and bidding the coach. 


r 
& \ hy 


dias kin, and wore diſgrace to be | 
had done the wrong. wrt ht — 
Let us no unravel this myſtery, and diſco- 
ver ho theſe perſons. were, for the better un- 
derſtanding of our ſtory. The lady whom Don 
Diego protected, was Carcelia, and ſhe who 
came to proyoke her, Hauſtina, both of them ſo 
much alike in their life, cuſtoms and condition, 
that / hat was ſaid in commendation or diſpraiſe 
of the one might be. fitly, applied to the other. 
Don Diegos upon this occaſion, ſhowed his wit 
undd art for he found means to get a copy of 
thoſe ſatirical verſes, the contents whereof. had 
ſo nettled Carceliay and thought that changing 
the name, of, Carcelia into that of Fauſtina, 
they would he ſufficiently altered, and ſhe hh: 
bundantly mortiſied with her own Weapons, In 
ſhort, he had juſt cauſe to admire his projec 
- forzxeading-the verſes, he found them ſo, hat to 
his purpoſe, that he ſuſpected the author of 
them had given a good proof of his malicious 
wit; for, under pretence of falling foul on Car- 
 celia, he abuſed Fauſtina in the higheſt e. 
making her own tongue and voice the ipſtru- 
ments to publiſh her lewdneſs, Ll 
of her irregular life 41 ts 1647” 
Don Diego impaxted bis defign,to ſome. per- 
ſons much better 9 to purſue any ſcan- 


- 


was virtuous. They heightetied"His"phlion, 
magaifying the wrong, an@ «offered to have a 


ſhare in executing his revenge: If this\grave 
council it was 'Cecreed, that they would given 
ſerenade with all ſorts af ridiculous inſtrumentt, 
which were two ſow: gelder horns, T. tinker's 
whiſtles of ſeveral ſites, two cracked bells;>rwo 
rattles of different magnitudes, two guittats / and 
two fiddles out of tune, without Frets} und play. 
ed on by unfkilful hands, and ſome kettles; nue 
bigger than another, to make the mote dum- 
plete ſer of muſic. nel 

Lem, That chere ſhould be a dialogue com- 
poſed in verſe; to be ſpokett by two young men, 
the one repreſenting Fauſtina, and the bt her 
ſiſter Popea, 'Ulothed as hear their ordinaryihac 
* as might Be. dat back ad n 

That the ſubject of the Waleus Mond b a 
falling out between the tw fiſters ; Dyuwhich 
means they 1 expoſe the truth of their ſeun- 
dalous life. HILL 85 QUIISUET SUD ION 4p. 2W 2 


| That this dialogue ſhould be got by heut by 
ſuch as had a ſtrong voice, and could pronbunce 
it diſtinctly. > reli. 164 .4 14M GHG Add : ane 5 
That there ſhould be ſeverab format veleur- 
Als of it, eföte the Toletatr diy; 10. Leas Uf he- 
ig out. 07 Do. 191390 QIUAL 2107” - 
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That Don Diego fliculd provide a comical 
triumphal chariot, of the nature of "thoſe uſe 
in Srövetide, Which was to be all befet with 
ghted flambeaux, the better to ſhow the per- 
ſons wirthi; the ſaid open chariot to ſetve _ 
thearre-t6 retite the dialogue. 

That the chariot ſhould be placed een 
ſtina's witidous, which ſhe ſhould be obliged to 
open by fair or foul means, IT 
pretend to be Ignorant of — e 

her. 6 Hot LA pen, LAH | 2 1 3. $16] 
Amidſt ſo many Ain ans fg 
reds Happened to be one wiſer thati' the reſt. 
ho uſed i thouſand good arguments to divert 


them from this folly; repreſenting the ſcandal ĩt 


wout' give; but there being nobody to ſecond 
him, his good advice was rewarded with a ge 
neral laughter, and he for ever baniſhed their 
ſoriety. Next they made choice of the heſt 
pbet in the eompany to eompoſe the dialogue, 
which was ſtuffed with all the ribaldry aud in 
famous abuſive language his muſe eould'inſpire, 
to the great ſatisfaction of Don Diego and his 
aſſbciates. Rt fs, 340145 M0 11:10 hf! 
This important and grave declamation re u 
ring to be well conned, there were abundance 


of merry meetings, ſuppers and collations, te 


this purpoſe, at Don Diego's houſe, aud at N 
# ; 


* 
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expence, wherein Begchus was, alwayy preſident 
inſtead of Apollo, , When all theſe cheice aer 
tors had got theit parts. and were ,ptRpared-te 
play theit droll,. Don Diega wWonld haben them 
make the laſt rehearſal in the preſenca af Ca. 
celia, who, with many other nympbe of, her 
own ſtamp, repaired to his houſę; Where aſen 
plentiful /collation, ſhe: prefided at this ſalemn 


thing might he added, or left qut ofthis inſalent 
piece of revenge, which ſhe: looked upom½g 


ledge of the parties concerned; wha being backs 
ed by the power of their; protectars, that ere 
great and numeraus, might nat 


Ven; „ „ dire dts! Inf eee 
About midnight they began to provide all 
the inſtruments deſigned for! this helliſn ſera : 
nade, but without any noiſe; their intention bu. 


ill fortune to live near enaugh the ladies men- 
tioned. in the dialogue, for whom the entertais- 
ment was contrived. ä 
C4 


act. and ga ve her advice where-fit thought ann 


juſt punihment. The work having tend This 

wle cenſure. 2nd. being judged, flt ke ache 
publie, it Mas ode to be porſarmeſl chene 
night without any further delay, ſon feat the ies 
eret ſhould be divulged, and come tu the knows 


anly diſappaint 
the pxqject. but wake orangen ol the cu; 


ing nat to diſturb any body, but ſuch as had che 


\ 
— 


of the triumphal chariot! began ta move, being 
_draym by fix ſtately counſers, commonly called 
Porters, ho, coming near the end of theit jour- 
met quite ſpent with toil aud thick, found all 
their labour was in vain, and their prugteſt diſ- 
-appointed;.the end of the ſtreet where their bu- 
fines lay being burricadoed- The eaſe was, 
that a gentleman of the greateſt quality, who 
lived in that ſtreet, being dangerouſly ill, had, 
with the magiſtrates leave, cauſod poſts to be ſet 
up in the ſtreet with rails aeroſs them, to hinder 
tartiages paſſing that\way;. and/ diſturbing his 
reit. Don Diego and bis gang made u halt, 
and nter beſtowing a plentiful peal of outſds u- 
throughwith their enterpriſe. This was ſdon 
done ; for every man putting his hand to 2the 
Dhe machine was now. near the place where 
fick gentleman's ſteward arrived, attended dy 
the chief of the ſervants, who had been at the 
-apothecary!?s for ſome {medicines they had been 
to ſee prepared, according to the doctor's pre- 
ſotiption. They, much ſurpriſed to find! the 
barrier thrown down, and to hear ſueh a dread- 
ful noiſe in the ſtreet, went up to thelikelieſt 
| perſons! inthe! gang, aud very euν,ẽꝭeuſly ac · 


— 
— as alarmed — 
— fick gentleman, who bad k . 
— gby him, —ů 
15 — 6 
1 —_ = = 
the reſt, who e n ap under- 
— 
reſpect 


— . 
prepared to go lay thoſe 

ſition. 

bis indiſpo 


other and 
— IEEET 
1 1 wh — 4 
all _ 
ſion — yn — — 
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— that. were in — 
turning : : 
up 
guard came immediat 


aud limbs maimed on both fides. Having thus 


vented their choler, they parted by conſent, and 


every one carried off the blows he had got. 
— who were at their win. 
dows,: being informed that this wonderful con- 
oert was provided fur them, returned joyfully 
to bed, for having been ſo glorioufly revenged, 
without knowing any thing of the matter. How - 
ever, their joy was not laſting; for ſo great was 
the authority of the fick gentleman; their neigh- 
bur, that he, underſtanding that their infamous 
life was the cauſe of thoſe night diſturbanees, 
complained to the magiſtrates, who baniſtied 
them the court; and thus the ſecond affront 
vas worſe than the firſt. Some of the comba- 
tants on both ſides were ſeeured and ſined 
Don Diego, who was the contriver of all this 
trouble, thpt his neck out of the halter, pre- 
tending he was to be tried by another court, 
and having powerful friends; for, excepting. 
this extra vagancy of night- rambling, he was a 
pleaſant companion. Thus he ſaved bitnſelf 
out of the clutches of ſome little griping officers 
of juſtice, who would gladly have laid hold o 
him, or rather of his ä | 
out obrit. - OR BH WI) dd * abe! pes 
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A vexed withinohimſelf at thisdevond 
mad adventure of Don Diego, and finding di 
was delivered from the purſuit of the officers, 
though not without much trouble, and manyx 
weary ſteps, reſolved to rid himſelf of alt the 
vexation bis pupil's extra vaganey gave him. 
He apprehended the world laid uil Mon Diegos 
follies to his charge, as having been hu tutor. 
and therefore to clear himſelf from that falſe 
imputation, thought himſelf obhged to with 
draw from his company, that he might give a 
public demonſtration of his diſlike to that di-. 
orderly courſe of life. He acquainted Don 
Diego with his defign, who was not now-ofithe 
ſame mind he had been before, when he made 
the ſame propoſal; but inſtead of enden vouring 
to diſſuade, and oppoſe his departure, as he dd 
the other time, now gave him his way, and told 
him very eoldly,“ That he was his own maſter, 
and might do as- he' thought fit.“ Amator 
ſurpriſed to be thus taken at His word, was ob. 
liged in hohour to-do as he aid, and went off 
accordingly. Very few days were paſt, be. be. 
fore he perceived that his poſitiveneſs oft him 
C6 


— 
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dear z he knew not before what it as tov, 
upon his on, nor was he ſenſible of being main- 
tained; by another; whilſt he! enjoyed it, he 
thought nothing of it; for we never truly un 
derſtand the value of things till we have loſt 
them. hn D , ge ot it il bonne do o5 
Being weary of theſe burdens;. and willing to 
be eaſed of them, he applied himſelf to ſome 
perſons of note, who: had an influe nee over Don 
Diego, to reconcile him to his pupil again, and 
get him reſtored to his houſe in the ſame con- 
dition he was before. It was a difficult matter 
to obtain this favour, ; unleſs to A mars diſad· 
vantage; for it was upon condition that he 
ſhould loſe the authority of a tutor, that every 
one might live after his own faſhion ;/ that there 
ſhould be a liberty of behaviour, and that one- 
ſhould-not find fault with what the other did. 
For the better performance of theſe articles, A. 
maor was to lodge in a different part of the 
houſe from Don Diego. On theſe terms peace 
was concluded, Don Diego thinking it a great 
happineſs that he had ſhaken. off the yok of 
this pedantie juriſdiction, as he ſty led the go- 
mem, of r. 6 one 
Don Diego's natural inclinatian to ſinging, 
= playing on, muſigal inſtruments, and the 
continual practice of it, had rendered him a great 
\3 


Aa. „ 


being a certain rule, that like inclinations prd. 
ed with a young lady, ſo pbrftctih killed in 
He engaged himſelf ſo deep in her affection, and 
ſo entirely devoted himſelf to it, that he quite 
forgot all his other affairs. Whatſoe ver prob 
he could give her of his paſſion, yet he never 
obtained any other favour from her than ht 
modeſt: con verſation would allow and that ab. 
ways bef@e:other women. He ſpent aiwhbole 
ſpring and ſummer in this purſuit, and yet the 
autumn afforded him no harveſt; he Aways 
hoped, but nothing came of it. 9002 Stohl hint 
This lady, whoſe name was Sirena, a name 
ſuita ble to her inchnativns, was married to 
man of quality and honour; but ſo wonderful! 
jealous, that hatſoe ver he imagined ſeemed to 
him molt certainly true. A long journey which 
had kept him a conſiderable time rom Madrid, 
gave Don Diego ſufficient opportunity to make 
his addreſſes,” and Sirena the opportunity uf di- 
verting herſelf as ſne thought fit; but after her 
huſband's return ſhe was much abridged ef her 
liberty. She gave Don Diego notice af it, de- 
firing he would refrain from walking about her 


/ 
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bauch ſhould take notiee of 1; ; und appointed 
him to meet her the f0llowing%night at- teh 
F ww.whkt 
belonged to a neighbhour, her confident; where 3 
they might diſcourſe: freely of the meund of 
continuing their friendſhips ;. and that he'might 
not miſtake the place of rendezyons;there/ ſhould 
be ſomebody in the ſtreet to direct him. 

Don Diego received this meſſage wich a great 
deal of joy, thinking what he had ſo long hoped 
for was at length come to piſs; and that Sirena 
would now beſtow on him the reward his long 
ſervices had deſerved. When the hour" was 
come, the gallant dreſſed himſelf to the heſt ud. 
vantage, that he mighe make the better appear. 
ance; und provided himſelf with defenſive arms 
againſt all accidents. He walked out in u very 
haſty manner, for fear of coming laſt to the 
place appointed; but when he came thither, 
and ſa q nobody in the ſtreet to direct him wWH¹jʒnt 
he was to do, he was forced to arm himfelf 
with patience, expecting to hear from Sirena. 
Sometimes he walked, and other Whiles ſtood 
ſtill and liftened, eomplaining of his fate, when 
one of Sirena's'maids came to the door; and told 
him, that her miſtreſs had been obliged to go a. 
broad awalking, to take the freſſi air, with her 


Die eee 39 


deſired him to come again two hours after. 
Theſe words went to his heart, for he expected 
to bave met with better entertainment; but af- 
ter pauſing awhile, he concluded that fairena 
could nat but comply ſo far with her hufhand. 
and therefore, like her, he muſt reſolve ta have 
patience, and expect her return, Mhinh to him 
feemed an age off. He endeavaured to divert 
bis uneaſineſs, walking backwards and forwards, 
and at length diſcovered another man in the 
fame ſort. of motion; waiting to ſpeak to a lady 
in the neighbourhood of Sirena. Don Diego 
reſolved to leave him a clear ſtage, for fear o 
diſcreet lover, and accordingly walked away ta 
the Prado, or the meadows without the town, 
to wait the time appointed him. The air prov- 
ing cooler than uſual, and the night darker, 
made the place all huſhed and- ſolitary; for 
though that is the place to which all the gen- 
tlemen and ladies go a- airing, there was no 
body in it then, becauſe it was midnight. Here 
he had leiſure to divert his thoughts, without 
fearing to be diſturbed or incommoded by any 
paſſing by. He walked twice the hole length 
of the place, fetching; large ſteps, and haſtily, as 
if that had any way ſhortened the time ſet him 
to return; and when he was upon the paint of 


2 —— = — — - — — — 
— — — — — 
5 . ; 4 — " as * * 
* — — — 6 — — 2 — _— — — — — - _ 
. - —— — 
—— — — — — 
—— es ee LS — — - — - — _ 
1 
— 
nu 
$ - ; 
% : 
1 1 '4 
. 
. 


— — — — — 
rr ̃ ⁰Kü r 
— o_— —— — 


— 


— 


— — — — + > — 
8 —— —— wwe eg erent RS ER 
— —— _ a” — — — 
1 


—— 
— — 9” 
— - — 


his appointad return, made up thither with his 


danger. Hei had ſcarce gone twenty ſteps, be- 


ing ſomebody approach her, went to meet him 


„„ een 


goimg off, ir heard s õ,man complain pot für 
from him, mo ſpoke: theſe worde: Gan vou 
be ſo falſe, thou dear better half of my ſqul, 
gg to bring me hither to murder me? Don 
Diego pity ing her, obſerved from he nee thoſe 
doleful-accents'came, and without thinking of 


target in one hand, and his ſword in the other, 
to ſuccour the perſon that ſeemed. to be in ſuch 


fore he met with a coach dra un by a pair of 
horſes, ſhut on the one ſide, and open on the 
other and at a little diſtance a man a- foot, and 
a woman kneeling before him. The man hear. 


with ſworſl in hand. . Stand,” ſaid. be 40 Dow | 
Diego: Do you ſtand replied Diego bald- 
1 and know that f come to puniſh you: for 
*,yaur baſeneſs towards that poor woman, hů 
has no other defence but her tears, hichf ar 
powerful enough againſt a / generous, heart, 
unknown to you, ſince her complaints do mot 
move yon.“ The man finding his, hgnour 
concerned. returned the anſwer with. his {wyard. 


Don Diego put by the pals, and ſo they fell. to 


it, each endeavouring to put an end to his ad- 
vatſary 3 but Diego proving: either more. ſkxilful 
or mate fortunate, gave him two thruſts: one 


port another:ow hietr laid thin! flkt,Herying; 
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« Sweet Jeſus help me am dead man ? rand 
ſo he fainted u] SA Don Diego immediately 
ran to take up the woman whowdroppedodewri 
for grief, eon i at the aſt worde the heavd 
him utter that would have killed her, believing 
he was dead: for whetheriſnhe apprehended 
ſhe really loved the man) Don Diego found her 
in a woon, and quite fenſeteſs;” He took her 
up, put her into the <oach;: and playing the 
part of a coathmian,” drove ditectly to his own 
houſe,” where he beat up Amr, h lay in 
his on apartment, made him riſs and dome out 
without a candle for fear the neigbbotirs ſnould 
ſee any thing. They both together aid? the 
woman ot abed without :ealling//arty ſervant 
to their uſſilkinee;-becauſe there id no# ſecret 
where ſfuch are concerned. Then Don Diego 
ſaid to Amator, Here is a woman 1 know no- 
« thing of, but Ic have ſaved her life. 1 ap. 
pened to be in a (place where a barbarous fel. 
lo would have murdered her; ſhe is ſtill in 
« a ſwoon with the fright; take care of ber 1 
charge you.“ This ſald, he went out again, 
got up into the coach-box; and drove to a 
very good churehman's houſe, whom he called 
aloud, deſiring him to look out at his window, 
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which he did, and then Dos Diego. wichout la- 
ming him, ſaid. Sir, Tour reverence will be 
pleaſed to underſtand, that this coach was ac- 
cidentally found in the ſtreet, without either 
fmaſter or coachman; I leave it with you, be- 
* uſe all poſſible means to have it reſtored ta 
the right owner. Farewell.“ He expected na 
anſwer, but made away immediately, leaving 
the good man full of confuſion. + Thence he 
took his way towards Sirena's houſe, very much 
diſturbed in mind, as fearing he had ſlipt his 
time, it being anchour later than the time ap- 
pointed him to return. Being came to the 
door, he found Sirena's/ maid; who told him her 
miſtreſs was not yet come; that ſhe muſt neads 
degone to her mother's with her huſtand he 
being a'rich widow, from whom ſhe never re+ 
turned empty handed. That in caſ ſhe was 
there, he need not expect her that night tt 
perhaps iu a week; for ſhe was ſa very ſond of 
het mother, that whenfoever ſhe went thither) 
thete was nu getting her away. Tliis long ſtory 
raiſed ſome jealouſy in Don Diego, Who was 
ſharp enough to ſuſpect the maid might ꝓut vp. 
on him; but not knowing what the deſign of it 
might be, he would not aſk any more queſtions, 
but pretended to believe her, and be gone. 
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Thos exerciſing bis Patience; he tock 6 great 
compaſs about Sirenm's houſe, in which he ſpent 
above half an hour, and paſſing again hefote the 
door, he found it full of officers; conſtables, and 
rabble, making a mighty noiſe. Drawing dear, 
and aſking the oedaſion of all that buſtle; they 
told him, that they had Juſt brought) in. Don 
Leander, huſband to the beautiful Birtna, dan- 
geroufly wounded, and that it was not known 
whom he had fought with. Hearing chis, he 
thought it not convenient to ſlay any longer 
there, becauſe being known ta have made love 
to his wife, if he were ſabud there armed, ah 
then was, he might be taken up. and it would 
be a hard matter to clear his inndcenee. ag he 
really imagined; for he could nat thiak he Was 
any way concerned in that action. He haſted 
home to ſand out one of his ſeryants- to bring 
him a true account of What had happened to 
Sire na's huſhanl. Hy NA D aner 

By the way be much lamented that por 
man's misfortune; wiſhing that he Who had 
committed that grime: might be: ſeverely pu- 
niſned; not that he had any kindneſs: for Le- 
ander, but for Sirena's ſake, becauſe if he ſhauld 
die without iſſue, ſhe would loſe all the had, the 
next. heirs coming in for the eſtate, + Rut let u 
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back, tiff fee im What ehdittb the unlör- 
tünate Womün Dön Diego carried home is in. 
We left her half dead, in the hands of Ama- 
Tor, who, deftig to Nee bet in that diftrefs, 
chted ea candle, and put a little conipoſition 
of alkermies intö her mouth, which revived her 
ſpirits.” Opening her eyes, ſue was atmated to 
find herſelf in a ſtrange place, and by an un- 
known man, being uncertain whether it was he 
that ſaved her from death. Sir,” ſaid ſhe, * if 
„yo are the perſon whoſe courage and valour 
«tay yed my life, I conjure you, by that ſime'ge- 
„l, to ſave me from ſcandal! and to that 
41 purpole, 1 beſeech you, without aſking who 1 
Ki. if; you know it RI already, to conduct 
8 ere it be day, before the church of St. 
17. Tbat will be the greateſt favour you 
« can do me, in the miſerable condition your 
«charity has reduced me to. Alas! the man 
you killed was my huſband. It is true he de. 
* igned againſt my life, and you prevetited 
A him, I return you my thanks, but am not 
0 obliged to fate, for I could ili With" all 15 
* bean our doom had been changed.“ LR 
Amazor was much amazed ut theſe u 
and being difereet, conclude it "mitt be Don 
Diego to whom the lady diteAed ber diſcviirle, 
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and that this was ſome unlucky; buſineſs, from 
which it was convenient to extricate, him,, 80 
that obſerving the woman's.diſorder, he gueſſed 
ſhe did not know, Don Diego, and that be ought 
to take the advantage of her ignorance, ras he 
did very ingenioufly;..,** Madam,” Haid he, 41 - 
am unworthy of all thoſe, compliments, you 
beſtow on me, you muſt keep, them ſor dim 
that better deſerves them; vu may, perceive 


by my mien and garh that I am better at my = 


pen than my ſword. In ſhort, Lam 9 
ther a ranger to hat von tell me., £ Pp 
not who you are, unleſs You. be N 
your beauty makes me think 1 

«+ without inquiring any —.— or Ids al 
time you count ſo precious, finge - you defire 
to be gone from hence before day, I offer to 
conduct you to the church of S St. en up- 
* on condition, that before. we. go out of this 
room, vou will. give me leave to. vai . 
« face, and hoodwink your eyes, and i 


* ſwear you will not diſcoyer - yourſelf till I 1 


* you; aflyrigg You, upon the word ot 4 Gbri· 
* ſtian, that it ſhall be done with all the reſpett 
due to your perſon, and that 1 am extremely 
8 concerned to be forced to uſe Jou 10 leyere- 
ly, and in ſuch a,miſtruſttul. manner; but, I 
« muſt tell you, that it is abſolutely "bs 
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e te 00 r ſeveral reaſons, Which Lidefire 
you will be pleaſed to inquire no mote than 
| * do after whO y, are" 7; pl por ehh 10 
The peer woman finding herſelf at thie mer. 
85 of that man, and conſidering in what cour- 
teous mutmer he diſtoutſed her, wholly reſign. 
ed herſelf to his diſcretion, promiſing upon oath 
not to touch her face without his conſent. A. 
mazor preſently made a Cupid of her; he bound 
her eyes, and led her out of the houſe. Every 
ſtep he went with her he looked behind him; 
every little noiſe he funcied was the watch co- 
ming to lay hold of him; and in his fright he 
got to the church of St. Jerome. That being 
the place to which the lady had deſired to be 
conducted, he put himſelf into a poſture to 
leave her, and bidding her farewell, run away 
as ſwift as if he had flown, frar finding wings, 
and got into Don Diego's houſe; bleſſing God 
for N . mn dm that men | 
r H Þ aff2347 
The lady Sting herſelf Pits and that te 
guide had left her, unbound her eyes, and per- 
ceived ſhe was by St. Jerome, it being them day; 
and thinking ſhe had been in a dream, or come 
out of ſome enchantment, ſhe took? nelter in 
her mother's houſe, which was near that church. 
Bon Diego got home almoſt as ſoon d- 


account bf the mang diſappointmente he nad | 
met as to his expeRations, he did mot omit t 
alk Amator, wWhence all that commotion he 
ſaw in him proceeded. Amazor, in u very dif. 
contented manner; replied,”** Theſe are the ef- 
« fets of your raſhneſs, which are the cauſe of 
much trouble to thoſe who have more regard 
« for your life and honour than yourſelf,” Don 
Diego being amazed at - theſe words, Amazor 
explained himſelf, telling him every particular 
from the time he-left that unknown lady with 
him. He repeated the words ſhe ſaid to him, 
and declared how he had conducted her blind- 
folded, and what reaſons he had for ſo doing. 
Don Diego conſidering what a good office A- 
mazor had done him, as being very appreben- 
ſive that he might be called to an account for 
what had happened in the Prado, embraced 
him, in teſtimony of being ſenſible of the obli- 
gation. Whilſt they were diſcourſing together 
concerning the particulars of this ſtrange ad- 
venture; they heard xnoeking at the ſtteet door, 
as if the perſon were in haſte to come in. Don 
Diego and'Atnator, in a conſternation, as being 
before diſpoſed to apprehend danger, looked 


— 2 — — 
— and — Sm — _ 


— — Ay — = 
_ — 


„I hes fain at, other; times to court him Jong 
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length having heard the knocking repeated a 
where he found a boy, who brought him à let- 
ter from Sirena. That charming name reſtored 
peace to his thoughts; and made his blood cir. 
culate freely. The meſſenger being brought in, 
he _ d= halber, which re. 
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it « Don Leander, overcome by his continual 


_* jealouſy, and incenſed by a perſidious ſervant. 


« who informed him our: viſits had been ſo fa- 
„ miliar, that his honour was concerned, [lat 
night uſed me after a moſt baſe and treache- 
© rous manner, He aſked me to go abroad to 

my mother's, a viſit ſo unuſual. with him, that 


before he would conſent. to it. I innocenih 
made ready to comply with hie defires, for 
« fear he ſhould ſuſpect any thing, though at 
the ſame time it troubled me very moch to 
fail of the aſſignation I had given v We 
* went out, and at the end of the ſtreet; found 

% coach he had — 
ting me into it, ſaid, we 
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« the freſii ait in the Prado. T woe not order 
« the coach to come to our door that I might 
„not be obliged to bring our neighbours with 
« us ; il it be not too late hen we come back, 


„ we will call and bid your m mother good night. 


« What you pleaſe, ſaid I. We took fo great a 
« to the Prado, that it was almoſt midnight 
« when we got thither; and though the wea- 
« ther was cold and cloudy, yet-we alighted. 
He told me I ſhould. hear a page that ſung 
« delicately; and-thew ordered the coachman, 
being the only perſon that was with us, t6 go 
„ call him, at a genitleman's-houlſe; whs was his 
« friend, and he ſaid lived hard by there? The 
*.coachman went his way, and whether he had 
far to go or as inſtructed by Don Leander, 
be came not back: No ſooner was he gone, 
but Don Leander, peaking in à Hearſe tone, 
denoting theigreat paſſion he was in began 
to lay before me the wrongs he Preterided I 
had done him, and without alle Ming ine to 
„make any defence, pronouaded ſentence of 
death againſt me, Which Raving been already 
both party and judge, he reſol ved ĩmmediute- 
ly to execute. Finding him thus cruelly re- 
© ſolved, Lendeavoured;'by all manner of fab. 
© miſſion and * his heart, and 
Vol. I. | 


move him to compaſſion ; but inſtead of in- 
« elining to metcy,- he grew more enraged, 
Then Heaven, who protects innocence, raiſed 
e I know not hat man, who coming like 
*, at apparition, ſtood before Don Leander, juſt 
as he was going to bury his dagger in my 
4 breaſk; he called, and obliged him with ſharp 
+ words to engage him. Don Leander left me, 
% and made up to him with his ſword in his 
hand; but being come within reach of their 
« weapons, the ſtranger gave him two thruſts, 
„which, laid him on the ground, crying he was 
« dead man. His cries ſtruck me to the heart; 
« ſo-that I fainted away. When I came to my 
« ſenſes, I found myſelf in a ſtrange houſe, and 
4 ſaw a man by me, whom my diſordered fancy 
« took for the ſame that wounded Don Lean. 
der, but afterwards found he was no ſwords: 
man; therefore dreading the great miſchief 
« that threatened me, I entreated; him, without 
« diſcovering my name, to conduct me to the 
« monaſtery, pf St. Jerome. He granted 41 up+ 
on condition he might blindfold. me. W hat 
he meant by it I know not, unleſs it erento 
prevent my knowing the houſe I. Was in. * I 
was ſo earneſt to be out of that place, that 
« conſented to that hard condition, and ſuhmit- 
* ted to him. He aſked for my handksrebief, 
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« and bound my eyes with it, and taking me 

« by the hand, led me like a blind body to the 
« place I had told him, where he left me, bid- 
« ding me farewell; which done, he vaniſhed ſo 
ſuddenly, that when I pulled off my handker- 
« chief, I fund myſelf all alone. I had reſol- 
« ved to go to my mother, but have ſince 
thought it better to take ſanctuary in a houſe 
© conſecrated to God, which the bearer will tell 
« you. I will there expect farther neus from 
« Leander, and your advice how to diſpoſe of 
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Don Diego and — WE GEE one ano- 
ther at every line of the letter they tead, ma- 
king many 'exelamations; and admiring "ſuch 
wonderful aceĩdents. Our adventurer wab in a 
rage to ſee that fortune had put into his power 
the bleſſing he ſo eagerly purſued without his 


knowing it, and that he had it in his Houſe 


when he went abroad to ſeek it. He curſed 
his fate, and repreſenting to himſelf the idea of 
the thing inſtead of the ſubſtance, © Dear Sire- 
* na,” ſaid he, „how ſhall 1 date to appear in 
* your preſence? Will not you have juſt cauſe 
to believe me unworthy of the favours Hea- 
ven beſtowed on me, as a reward for having 
* hazarded my life to ſave yours. But what do 
EF: : 


— gre nine. = 


ib 


4 talk of, fince I deſerved nothing from you 
tr account of this action, as not knowing it 
4 was for you that 1 performed it; I may alſo 
% fay, I have not been faulty in letting flip this 
pretidus opportunity that offered to make me 
e eee A. BS THE th [4 143-4 T4 
Amazor interrupted theſe neben emxbur. 
ſions, repreſenting to him how much better 


Heaven had ordered it, for avoiding the many 
misfortunes they might have fallen into by the 


ſevere ſearch the officers of juſtice might make 
into that affair. He told him, they might per. 
haps have been both taken together, and been 


a diſgrace to their families, and an example to 


poſterity; that he adviſed him to forbeat ſuch 
viſits ; but that before he quite broke off with 
Sirena, he did not diſapprove of his going to ſee 
her, in order to comfort and endeavour to do 
her any ſervice; as far as his life and honour 
were not concerned. And foraſmuch as mil. 


truſt is the mother! of ſecurity; be offered to 


bear him company,” though that action was not 


well becoming his profeſſion, and to go to the 
monaſtery the meſſenger was to ſhow; before 


him, to ſee whether this was not ſome deceitful 
contrivance to enſnare them, mn. 
Don Diego yieldiog to his whöleſome advice, 
commended Amazor's diſcretion ; and fo to loſe 
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no time, they hoth went along with the meſſen- 
ger. Sirena was all plain- dealing; they found 
her where ſhe directed: Don Diego and ſhe 
diſcourſed a long time together, and diſcovered 
all the circumſtances of that affair, from its be- 
ginning to that time. Sirena knew Amazor, 
and was ſo ſurpriſed, -that ſhe had like to have 
fainted away in her mother's; arms, Who was 
preſent at this viſit. Night drawing on, Don 
Diego took leave of the company, and went 
away with Amao . Near 
In his return home, he met the good prieſt 
with whom he had left the coach the night, be- 
fore, who told him how that paſſage had befal- 
len him. Don Diego liſtened to him as atten- 
tively as if he had known nothing of it. The 
prieft told him farther, that he had found the 
owner of the coach, and that ſearch was made 
for the coachman, in order to examine him up- 
on the fact; beſides, that the maid Who had 
been the cauſe of that ſcandal was fled... 
Don Leander, in the meanwhile, was in the 
hands of the officers of juſtice, the ſurgeons, and 
phyſicians, grievouſly tormented both in body 
and mind. He was kept under a guard, like a 
criminal, having of his own accord confeſſed, 
n nem r ee 
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carried his wife into the Prado, with a defign to 
kill her. FS UTHKIVYVYAEA 4-4 5 
All that heard this relation- were eager to 
know the brave perfots name who had reſeutd 
Sirena out of ſuch imminent danger, but Don 
Diego did not think fit to claim the applauſe, 
for fear of falling into the hands of juſtice; for 
he being known for an admirer of Sirena, it had 
been eaſily believed he was in the Prado by af. 
ſignation, and not aceidentally; therefore, to 
avoid theſe inconveniences,” and to ſhow Ama- 
zor what account he made of his advice; he re. 
ſolved to ftay at home, and not be concerned 
any more in ſuch affairs. Not many days' ai. 
ter, the news was brought him of Leander 
death, who was ſaid to have died rather of the 
wounds he had himſelf made in his ſoul, by de- 
ſtroying his on reputation, than of 'thoſe. he 


had receited in the body by the unknown 


hand. Beſides, he was informed that Sirena; - 
infinitely afflicted for his loſs, had left the world, 
becoming a religious in the ſame monaſtery 
where Don Diego had ſeen her, there to do pe- 
nance for her own offences, and for thoſe ſhe 
had cauſed others to commit. Don Diego was 
ſo ſenfibly afflicted at this diſmal news; that he 
fell into a dangerous diſtemper, which wars _ 

to have * him off after Leander. 7m 
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Dow Duco's fiekne(s was tedious, though the 
pains and vexation uf it were ſomewhat abated 
by Amazor's continual attendance. He never 
ſtirred from his ſide, endeavouring to divext him 
with pleaſant diſcourſe, intermixed with ſerious 
and facetious periods, and alvays tending to in- 
culcate ſome wholeſome advice, ſuch as: might 
be of uſe for our adventurer; for all Amazor's 
aim was to reduce him to reaſon, and break off 
his ill habits. His friends came frequently to 
ſee him, bringing the publie news of the court, 
and any thing elſe that happened remarkable. 
At length he perfectly recovered, and every 
body concluded he had reſolved upon a new 
life, ſeeing him entertain company by daylight, 
which before was ſo odious to him; but he ſoon 
relapſed into his former failings. The carnival 
or Shrovetide coming on, debauched him again; 
he made freſh proteſtations of enmity againſt 
the day, and by ſolemn oath confirmed; a per- 
petual alliance with the night. On Shrove Sun- 
day night he was at a grand entertainment; 
but there being ſome perſons pteſent h were 
not altogether acceptable to Don Diego, he 
ſipped away ta ſeek ſome more agreeable! ſo- 

D 4 


aking his ff been ad gorge for his 
| ira, he made into +: y- part of the town, 
where there was a hou tbe, knew to be an aca- 
demy, no not of virtue but vice, Where they flee- 
ced young cullies, Whilſt others ſtabbed the pu- 
reſt bonour to the heart. Don Diego was ex- 
Pert at this exerciſe, which is a thouſand} times 

worſe than the other, though he made no ſeru- 
ple of it, becauſe be ruined another without ha- 
zarding any thing of his own. He had not gone 
above half way to this place, when he faund 

himſelf before a houſe unknown to .him, the 
door whereof was open, and no light in it. He 
having ; a natural curiofity to ꝓry into the ac- 
tions of others, to divulge what he thought fit 
of them, took bis ſword 1 in his hand. without 
| drawing. it, and vent into the houſe, Paſſed 
through a long entry, at the end whereof he 
came into a ſpacious large place, as dark as the 
reſt. Here he made a full op, imagining that 
this neglect was not without ſome deſign; and 
though he thought it a raſhneſs to proceed any 
farther, yet he reſolved to try his fortune. Gro- 
ping along the walls, and finding a door upon 
the jar, be thruſt. it open, and went inʒ where 
he found himſelf upon a trap- door, which let 
him down ten or twelve foot, yet ſo luckily, 
that he had no other hurt but the loſs of his 


. 
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ceived a glimpſe; as it were, of two men in black, 
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ſword. At the ſame time be heard, a Voice. 
which ſeemed to come from ſome diſtant place, 
and aſked, * Who is there ?” Don Diego ſome- 
what ſtunned with'the fall, made no anſwer the 
firſt time; but as he was ſbuffling along, i in hopes 

to find his ſword.” the ſame voice cried again, 
« Who is there?“ He fearing to, be attacked , 
by ſurpriſe, anſwered, * A ſingle man“ If it 
« be a man,” replied the voice, be may come 
in.“ By this time our adventurer began to 
repent his running himſelf into that. intricate 
labyrinth, where he could find: no- way out; but 
fate put him out of this confuſion, to caft him 
into a greater. Being thus under a neceflity of 
going on, he advanced towards the voice he 
had heard, and entered into a ſpacious room, 
where he ſaw four ſmall lamps hanging in the 
four angles, giving ſuch a dim light, that he 
had much ado to diſcern the other things that 
were in the place. Moving on further, he per- 


like mourners, each fitting on a chair; one of 
them leaning his head om his hand, in a fleeping 
poſture, and the other watching, ſeeming to at- 
tend a dead body that lay at their feet, clad 
in a Capuchin's pay and deten out on a 
ſnro uc. CT 
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panion began to examine our adventurer. “ Are 


Diego; but when the firſt ſurpriſe was over, fie 


called up his courage again. In the mean while 


the fleeper awaked, and both he and his com. 


nat you, ſaid they, „the perſon they call 
Don Diego?“ Tam the ſame, auſwered 
he, but how came you to know my name?” 
Do not you inquire into that,“ rejoined the 
other, in a haughty tone, but only anſwer 
* our; queſtions, for thereon depend - ſeveral 
things we are to do this night.” Don Diego 
hearing theſe words, knew not what churſe to 
take; he blamed his impertinent curiofity, but 
at laſt reſolving to meet all that n 
with an undaunted courage, he ſpoke up again, 
and ſaĩd to his examiners, Well then, what is 
1 to be done? I am Don Diego, and you are 
4. devils.“ He ſeems to know us,“ ſaid one 
of the two to the other. You muſt ſtay there? 


added they, * to guard this body, whilſt te g 


«elſewhere to attend other affairs we have in 
charge; and whatſoever you ſee or hear, be 
not frighted. No! ſooner: had they ſpoke 
theſe words, without expecting his anſwer or 
conſent, they got up, r e at a 
ſhut it upon him. „ 106 Ty 054 34h e 

Being thus left alone with the aa W 
fancied this was ſome puniſhment from Heaven, 
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and concluded he ought to implore the Divine 
mercy upon this occaſion; which- moved him 
to make the ſign of the eroſs on the dead body, 
and to call upon the ſaints and angels to aſſiſt 
him; for the advice thoſe two ſpectres had gĩ- 
yen him not to be frighted ee er u ve 
dreadful thoughts into his head. 
The two phantoms had — tra ty 
ſhort time, before he heard ſall groans, and noiſe 
of irons, as if they had been dragging chains 
along che floor of the room, which was board- 
ed; and now and then ſuch horrid noiſes, a If 
the whole houſe had been finking. This put 
him into ſuch an anguiſh; that he reſolved to 
make his eſcape; and going to the doori in or- 
der to open it, he heard an imperſect voice ds 
if it came from far off, Which ſaid) Whither 
do you think to fly, Don Diego; turn, turn 
* back; you cannot leave me yet; come back, 
„or I will follow you.“ Perceiving he 'could 
not get out, he turned back, and ſa w it was tlie 
dead man that ſpoke to him, ſaying, Know - 
© I am the perſon you ſo raſſily killed a few 
days ago, without having ever done you any 
„wrong. Cruely barbarous wreteh! do you 


think Heaven will not revenge me on yd? 


and that ſome dreadful diſaſter will not Con- f 


ſume you for a puniſhiment of yoor''ctime? * 
Ds6 
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Providence has brought you hither to liſten 
to my juſt complaints; but draw nearer, that 
«you may hear me the better.t 
Theſe words ſtruck a greater terror into Don 
Diego than he had conceived before, as certain- 
ly concluding that was the ghoſt of Leander, 
which came from the other world to torment 
him. However, he drew near, and the dead 
man proceeded, I owI,“ ſaid he, you killed 
me fairly, and that I had my ſword in my 
4 hand; but it was eaſy for you to overcome 
me, becauſe I had not ——— 
-«. of fencing from my youth, as you have dc 
and therefore now you are to do me ri 
Come, let us wreſtle, upon this condition, that 
if you throw me, I will not only never di- 
ſturb you myſelf, but will never ſuffer any of 
my companions to do it. But if I get the bet- 
4 ter, you ſhall be obliged to come every year, 
on the anniverſary of my death, to ſpend the 
whole night in the churchyard, upon the 
grave where I am buried“ Don Diego not 
believing this an equal matoh, anſwered, . He 
did not think himſelf obliged to accept of the 
challenge, there being no likelihood that hu- 
man weakneſs could prevail againſt a ſpiritual 
„ power.” However, conſidering this was a pro- 
per opportunity to give ſignal proaf of his va - 


2 * 


but found n remains, nor ſo much as thg four 
lamps he had ſeen fall down. The light increa- 
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Jour, he granted the combat, and ſet himſelf in 
the beſt poſture, he could to oppoſe his adver- 
ſary. The dead man got up in his capuchin ha- 
bit, and ſeemed taller than the uſual ſiae of man, 
and at the ſame time the four lamps dropped 
down, and went out.. 


Don Diego felt a cold ſweat all over his body, 


with a mighty trembling, and was ſo aſtoniſhed, 


that he ſtood as if he had been quite ſenſeleſs. 


As ſoon. as the lamps dropped down, the dead 
man fell ſo furiouſly upon our adventurer, that 
he threw him full three -paces from hun, as if he 
had no life left in him, for he lay in a-Jwoon a- 
bove an hour, what with the fright; and what 
with the fall. When he came to himſelf, he 
knew not whether he was in this world or in the 
other. At length, being ſomewhat, better re- 
covered, he ſate up, and perceived it as day. 


walls, and getting upon his feet, endeayoured to 
find ſome: footſteps of the former appaxitions, 


ſing, and bis:courage- wih it, he had a mind to 


ſearch the houſe; Which be did from top to 
bottom, yet ſaw nothing but what he brought 
in with him. which was his ſwotd that Had fail- 
ed him iu time of need. He went out of that 


* 


62 THE NIGHT" ADVENTURER; 

haunted houſe: to retire to his own; before the 
day came farther on, and would willingly: have 
inquired in the neighbourhood whoſe houſe that 
was, and how it came not to be inhabited, but 
it was ſo early that he met nobody to aſ of. 

„ Doubtleſs,” ſaid he, this houſe is haunt- 
ed, and nobody dares live in it. I wonder 
that in Madrid, where the king uſually refides, 
ſome care ſhould not be taken to remedy this 
« evil, which may be of dangerous conſequence 
to the public; but who can I tell this ſtrange 
„adventure to, that will not laugh at it, and 
« conclude it is the notion of a diſtempered 
4 brain? I muſt never ſpeak of it, for I ſhall 
« never be believed. Let it is a great trouble 
to me to bury ſo wonderful an adventure in 
* perpetual ſilence.“ gl tt Keno 
Thus was he talking to himſelf, when be 
came to his houſe, and went in without knock: 
ing, as he was wont to do, having a maſter-key, 
and retired to bed, to reſt him after his late fa: 
tigue. About four in the afternoon; Amazor 
came into his chamber, and awaked him. God 
« God,” ſaid Don Diego to him, fetching a deep 
figh, © you have brought me out of ſtrange oon 
4 fuſion.” How ſo Sir,“ ſaid Amazor? 1 
« was troubled in mind,“ replied he, with a 
« diſmal dream, proceeding from a dreadful ac- 


eident that befel me laſt night.“ Having 
given Amazor this occaſion to inquire after it, 
he told him particularly all that had happened 
to him. Amazor, who was always contempla- 
tive, told him, } theſe were merciful- warnings 
from heaven to make him know himſelf; that 


leſt this loving admonition ſhould be changed 
into an exemplary puniſhment, and God, who 
now treated him like an indulgent Father, ſhould 
become a ſevere judge, to chaſtiſe the offences 
he daily committed; that the blood of the gen- 
tleman he had ſo lately killed, and whoſe ho- 
nour he would have taken away, making him 
infamous in the eyes of the world, had cried to 
God for vengeance; that it was time to reform 
and forſake his follies ; that he ought to open 
his eyes, and ſeek the light of reaſon by that of 
the day, if he would not for ever be reckoned 
as blind in his ſoul as he was in his body, ſince 
he was ſuch an enemy to the light; that he 
ought to improve the talent God had given him; 
that he wronged both himſelf and the public, 
being of birth and capacity to bear any honour- 
able employ ments, which might be advantage- 
ous to both; that he had given ſufficient proofs 
of his valour, and for the future he ought to en- 
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dae to give as good benny 10 lis pre. 
dence as he had done of his courage. 50 on 
Amazof having. delivered himſelf to du cl. 
fect, remained very well pleaſed that he had 
been admitted to ſo long an audience; he fan- 
cied he had already overcome Don Diegs. and 
regained the authority he once had over him. | 
« My dear maſter,” ſaid he, © whom 1 may bet- 
« ter call my ſecond father, being no leſs obliged 
to you than to him that begot me; I own it 
« is high time to lay aſide my ere bd 
« and leave the ſcandalous life I have hitherto 
led, that I may follow the paths of virtue. 1 
« am reſolved to overcome all my evil inclina- 
tions, and from henceforward to put in prac- 
® tice all the good advice you ſhall” give me; 
« pardonthe inſolencies I have committed, which 
« your prudence. has tolerated, and your affec- 
tion excuſed, It is true, I was laſt night in 
great danger, and conſidering how I ran my- 
« ſelf into it, there is juſt cauſe to fay that hea- 
ven has ſpared me, and that worſe might ha ve 
befallen me. O Divine mercy! how deeply 
« am I indebted to you, and what praifes'ought 
not I to give you, for having delivered'me 
from ſuch wonderful danger, which I never 
« tought” to W . 4} n 1 — 2 


fions were ne with tears, , which made — 
mazor believe that Don Diego was 1 peni- 


tent for his paſt offences, and | hc hoped t that fe 
would mend for the future. 


Thus were, they diſcourſing together, when 


they heard a knocking at the door. Don Diego 


would not have it opened, that nobody . 

ing, whoſoe yer it was might go Away; by 
means to avoid all temptations of breaking . 

good reſolution, he had newly, made ; for night 


then drawing on, he believed it was ſome of his 


acquaintance. that came to debauch bim, The 
more Don Diego kept back from ſuffering; the 
door to be opened, the harder he without knock- 
ed, and not ſatisſied with the noiſe the hammer 
made, took up a great ſtone to he heard the het= *_ 
ter. At length Don Diego, weaxy of that di- | 
ſturbance, ſent one to open the door. and in came 
a raking old companion of his, with a counter- 
feit ſmile, the better to diſguiſe his reſentment 
for having, been kept out ſo long. They ſa- 
luted one another in a more. courteous manner 
than uſual, the ſerious. humour Don Diego Was 
in obliging the other to uſe Hare, —_ 
than at other time. 

Don Antonio, for that was. the e 


aſked him how he had ſpent, the Carniyal, what 
company he had been in, and how he intended 


— 
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to divert himſelf the remaining days before Lent, 
Atnazor was preſent, and abhorred theſe que. 
ſtions, fearing leſt he ſhould again put Don 
Diego into the road he had ſo newly diwerted 
him from. For my part,“ continued Don An. 
tonio more attentive to turn up his whiſkers, 
than regardful of what he ſaid; I narrowiy 
« miffed laſt night catching one that you know 
in a ſnare I had laid for him; but I ſhall have 
him ſooner or later, and will make my adyan- 
tage of this diſappointment,” Who is that? 
ſaid Don Diego. It is a-gentleman of Cor. 
„ dova,” replies the other, whom we call Den 
« Diego the knight, both becauſe he reckons 
„ himſelf of that degree, and to diſtinguiſh bo- 
« tywwixt him and ſe veral other friends of "ours, 
_ + who bear the name of Don Diego, as you do, 
and therefore we call him the Knight. This 
« ſpark giving too much way to his vanity; has 
declared himſelf a pretender to a young lady, 
ho is very rich and beautiful, and daughter 
* to a counſellor in the Court of Chancery, who, 
« by reaſon he is an excellent orator, and in 
great vogue, has got the name of the Gblden 
Mouth and Putſe. And though he has never 
yet diſcovered his love to this lady, ie follows 
«* her whereſoever ſhe goes, pretends to be jea - 
« lous and paſſionate, and boaſts in all compa- 


| « the darts of her eyes ſhall kill. This knight 
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«nies, that he has grounds fbr what he does ; 


« that he has encouragement- to proceed, and 


« hopes for a happy event 3 for ele 1 
« the common failing of fools. - - im 0%* 

« You muſt underſtand that this lady's win- 
« dows look into a churchyard; which has given 
many occaſion to ſay, that ſhe lives there on 
« purpoſe to bury all thoſe in one tomb, hom 


* has a rival, much more fortunate in eſtate and 
« parts than he, and better looked upon by the 
« beauty we ſpeak of. This gentleman, to put 
« a ſtop to the other's continual haunting about 
his miſtreſs's houſe, and be more at liberty to 
to ſee her at nights, as is allowed him, con- 
« trived to put him into ſome fright, being in- 
„formed that he was ſomewhat cowardly, and 
« that being engaged in a quarrel, he had made 
more uſe of his heels than his hands. 

Jo this purpoſe he told him one day in my 
0 hearing, that there was a man lately buried 
in that churchyard, who having been a very 
ill liver, walked there duly about three o'clock 
in the morning, dragging chains, and fetching 
«* ſuch dreadful groans, that all who heard him 
died for fear; and that moſt of the lodgers 
and inhabitants of the neighbouring houſes, 


„ 


removed from thence as faſt as they could, be. 
ing no longer able to live in ſuch dread; that 
« he had thought fit to let him know ſo much, 
«becauſe, though his rival, he was willing to 
* how how much he was his humble ſervant et 
the ſame time, and ſhould be ſorry any miſ 
« fortune might befal him for want of being for. 
«'watned ; in ſhort, that he adviſed him to re. 
tire home every night in good time, as he 
« would do himſelf, promifing to take the ad- 
vice he gave him, and for the future to live 
more chaſtely and ee ee he had done 
for the time paſt. N s 

At the ſame time Luſed all the 'rhetoric I 
« could to fix theſe notions in his head; but the 
* ſpark,” who was no ſuch fool as we took him 
for, made a jeſt of all we ſaid; and of his ri- 
„ val's contrivance; and thereupon fell al telling 
us ſtories of his imaginary, not real achieye- 


ments, to let us underſtand that he feared no- 


thing, and that no ghoſts were able to fright 
„him. We left him in that good humour and 
ent away looking upon one another much 
out of countenance, becauſe our project ſuc- 
ceeded no better. The earneſt : deſire I had to 
make trial of his courage, and to put ſome af. 
* n Tarn that — mn Wee 


Inn 


. Ne 


« ſolve to ſpend the Qarnival in finding out fome 
« ridiculous inyention/to catch: and make ageſt 
u of him. 4 min en nt ent Hot - | has 
The trick I bad a mind to play him was 
« eaſily contrived, -but it was requiſite to find 
« ingenious perſons to put it in execution, for 
« fear leſt the ill management of it: ſhould turn 
« to our ſhame, I have a houſe in the Apple 
« Street, which is a by- part of the town, in 
« which there are ſeveral apartments, and fit to 
« lodge three or four ſmall families. About 
« eight days ago the people that lived in it run 
« away by night, and left it upon my hands, 
« cheating me of a quarters rent that as due; 
« and though ſeveral have offered to take the 
« houſe and pay the rent beforehand;'becaule it 
«is very convenient, yet I have ſtill delayed 
* concluding a bargain with them, becauſe it 
* was to be the theatre I provided for acting the 
comedy I was contriving for Don Diego, the 
« knight, which was to be played this laſt wot 
„I will tell you my invention. 
About one in the morning I carried into 
that houſe, three young men newly come from 
the univerſity, lads of ready wit and good ma- 
nagement. I told them, that a friend of mine 
and I had a mind, with their help, to make 
trial of the courage of a ſpark, who boaſted 


„that he feared no ſpirits. Havitig thus ac. 
e quainted them with my defigh; I furniſhed 
« them with the clothes they were to put on, 
« and led them into the great room where the 
* farce was to be acted, which was deep in the 
« houſe. One of theſe three young men was 


« taller than I by the head; by that you may 


« gueſs what a ſtrapping fellow he was, for I am 
none of the leaſt; he was every way propor- 
. *tionable and well made, and as ſtrong as Samp- 

* fon. This man was to have a Capuchin's ha- 
hit on, and to lie along on a black cloth, re- 
preſenting a dead man. The other two were 


* glad in black, like mourners; their faces co- 


vyered, except their eyes; and theſe two watch- 
« ed the dead man, fitting on two chairs. At 


* the four corners of the room hung four little 
« lamps, which gave A n more Wer _ | 


« darkneſs itſelf .. 


Having ordered all things as 1 OY 
« ſcribed; I told him that was to act the dead 
„man, and his companions, that I'was'going to 


« ſend them the perſon I had fpoken off and 
« that as ſoon as they heard him, they f F 
« aſk whether his name was not Don Diego, 


„ and if he anſwered; yes, the two mourfers 


« ſhould go out, and ſhut him up alone t che 
« dead mian, who ſhould pretend eto be a petſon 


« the knight had killed foully; that he; ſhould 
demand ſatisfaction for that, wzong, and wreſtle 
« with him. In fine, L told them, if theꝶ thought 
« fit to add any, thing to the contrivance, they 
might do it freely, being well ſatisfied. they 
would perform it very dexterouſiy; but that 
« whatever came of it they muſt be ſure to ſtun, 


« or amaze him ſo, that the dead man and bis 


« companions, might get away and leave him 
« there. III fate ſo ordered. it, that all this pre- 
« paration; came to nothing; far as I was going 
« to ſeek out Don Diego to touch him in point 
« of courage, and dare him to go to my houſe, 
„which I was to tell him was forſaken, becauſe 
of its being haunted, I was taken up by four 
« officers, who carried. me before a judge, to de- 
* poſe what I knew of a crime a friend of mine 
was in trouble about. I .uſed all the .argu- 
ments I could to bring myſelf off, alleging I 
could give no evidence in that affair; as being 
* wholly a ſtranger to ĩt. The judge poſitively 
« perſiſting in the contrary, and juſtly provoked, 
ordered me to be ſecured, and that I ſhould 

not. be allowed to ſpeak to any body, for fear 

* of ſending advice to the party accuſed; but a 

certain great man, my benefactor, hearing of 

my misfortune, has juſt got me releaſed. You 

* are the firſt, perſon I have ſeen ſince I came 

j | 


% contrived-againſt my knight, to know how 
long they waited. No doubt but they will be 


a angry with me, for having made them ſpend 


the night in that mummery, and will believe 
the trick was deſigned to nn 
. 628 „a a 
As Don Antonio went on with kis ory; Don 
Diego diſcovered the original of his unlucky ad. 
venture, befallen him no- leſs through his own 
curioſity, than the miſtake of the name of Don 
Diego, and admiring the oddneſs of the acei- 


dent told Don Antonio all that had happened | 


to him, with as much plainneſs and jallity, as if 
he had been ne way concerned. Don Antonio 
bleſſed himſelf, and was amazed, as not believing 
that -whint he ſaid was true; till Don Diego 
ſwearing to it, and calling Amazor to teſtify 
what he had ſaid to him before, he ſtood mute 
for awhile, being much concerned that dt had 


lighted upon a perſon he honoured as one of 
his moſt particular friends. Don Diego told 
nim, he did not take it ill in the leaſtj and was 
ſenſible that the plot was not laid for him. Dou 
Antonio, the better to ſalisty hümſelf f Don 
Diego's ſincerity, invited him to ſup at his houſe, 
which he readily granted; and being-comethi- 
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houſe, belie ving the man he had wireſtled with 
to acquaint him that he might ſafely come a- 
ould ſup with them, where he would hear a 

pleaſant tory. He came along with the 'meſ. * 
ſenger, and they ſpent the reſt of the night in 

diſcourſing of that ſtrange accident. Don Diego 
went home in good time; to the great ſatisfac- 


tion of Amazor, believing it to be the effect of 
his good advige, and of the reſolution Don 
Diego had made, alter his 2 < * "uw 
the time to come; 


Ex. TURE? v. 


Tas publie rejoicings of the. Cain * 
over, Lent ſucceeded. it with a meagre counte- 
nance, hateful to thoſe who love good eating 

and drinking. Don Diego thought it not ſo 
diſagreeable; the mortifications he endured, 


whili others feaſted and made merry, and the 


reſolutions he lately made of reforming his life, 


had diſpoſed him to give Aſh Wedneſday a fa- 
Vol. I. E 
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vourable reception. Amazor; ho never ſtirred 
from him, uſed all his art and experience to 
moderate the violent ſallies of his youth, and to 
| baniſh his houſe all thoſe he thought might rob 
him of the fruits of his labour. In ſhort there 
appeared ſo great a change in Don Diego's be. 
ha viour within a few days, that his beſt friends 
had cauſe to bleſs heaven for working ſuch a 
miracle. During the whole Lent he employed 
himſelf in acts of piety, ſometimes he went to 
ſermons, ſometimes to hoſpitals, and ſometimes 
to priſons, where he gave plentiful alms. He 
viſited poor families, which were in great di- 
. ſtreſs, and aſnamed to diſcover their wants. In 
ſhort, ſuch was his courſe of life, that all men 
in him admired the virtues of a _— Chriſtian, 
and of a worthy gentleman;;/ + booth obo 

But perſeverance in good actions being a vir- 
tue rarely practiſed among courtiers; when 
Eaſter came, and the fpring began to draw com- 
pany together, he was again viſited by his fa- 
miliar acquaintance, to the great grief of 'Ama- 
zor, who perceived they, by degrees, would in- 
veigle away the bird he had ſo long kept tame. 
One day, they carried him a-walking, another, 
they invited him to a collation;' and now and 
then to ſupper, yet ſo that he ſtill came home 


at ſeaſonable hours, and made uſe of day and 


night like other folks but at length. by much 
keeping company with his aſſociates, and con. 
tinually rambling! about, de fell back infenſfivly: 
into his former courſe} His walks continually 
gained more and more upon the night, and at 
laſt exceeded the bounds of dedenc 65165904 
Having imperieuſly filenced Amazor/whoiens 
deavoured to ſtem the oourſe of his perverſe in- 
clinations, he caſt off all manner df deference 
to him, and returned more eagerly to his for- 
mer practices. He took his uſual guard of fword 
and target, and about tem at night went am 
to the Prado the place where thoſe chèats in 
love, the ladies and courtezans of Madrid have 
ſettled their academy, or rather their exchange! 
Were there ever a philoſophet in this age that 
underſtood the murmuring of waters, as one 
there was one Who underſtood the chirping of 
birds, he might, by liſtening to the purling of 
the fountains in that plain, learn abundance d 
ſecret ſtories, and find matter enough to comp 
poſe many volumes of curious romance. 
Don Diego, having walked about two hun- 
dred paces, to ſee a coach paſs by, which moved 
on as gently as if an empreſs had been in it, he 
drew near to it; and ſpied a young man ſinging 
next the door of it, with ſuch a voice, as feem- 
ed very diſagreeable. And to men the mat- 
| E 2 
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ter, he at the ſame time played very ſcurvily 
on a guittar that was out of tune. /This,coach 
ſtopped right againſt a ring of, gentlemen and 
ladies, who were fitting, by one of the fountains 
where this ſavage Orpheus, fitter, to carry ſouls 
to hell than to bring them thence, very impu- 
dently ſet himſelf a ſinging; but as ſoon as ever 
he began, he was requited with ſo many ſcoſſi 
and hiſſes, that he was {gon oþliged-to give over, 
and withdraw. This wretched finger was page 
to an unfortunate lord, to whom the . be · 
longed. | 
The company that had, ſo ſhamefully put t to 
flight that enemy to the ſenſe of bearing, were 
ſtill rallying on that ridiculous ſubject, hen on 
a ſudden they were diverted by the ſweet ſound 
of an angelical voice, which ſeemed to proceed 
from the mouth of a woman, and made amends 
for the diſagreeableneſs of the page. They all 
got up to draw near the coach ſhe Was in, and 
heard theſe follow ing words: 33 1516 di 
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"T's not alone the force of love, © 
: That makes my paleneſs and my grief M9 wh 
gt Eicree jealouſy without relief, 5 Hfo4 

Does to my reſt more fatal prop e. 


my - 
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But 1 myſelf Hoke ma' Blaine, 
© Wii dürſt prefame to Am ſo hip Me 
My thoughts above my ſphere” did fly, 
q And ſet me in this quenchleſi flame. 
3.3 {,98] "Txt. 31110 31 
Then fr be er dh e inn 
Who cannot even comprehenl 
The great perfections that attend 
The cauſe chat robe me * i bi 1 
Aru. e ene | 
Though your diſdam does pierce my ſoul, 
— to tip 
As do my fgjnting 1 
And all the pain I feel controul. 115 . 
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Pm bound in fach'a happy than n: 
Aud burn in —— N vein 
That all I dread, AM; OI” 1 

þ or to loſe or keip my pai A eb be 


This harmotiious voice burn 
it ; and even thoſe, whoſe harſh temper made 
wem before inſenſible of the ſweetneſs of this 
art, were enamouted with it. The coach was 
immediately beſet by ſeveral perſotis, and among 
the reſt, a certain gallant drawing near, was ſo 
bold as to lean upon the coach door, nere this 

r ee Sag 3* w— 3 
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to another, than at taking it himſelf, allayed/the 
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have ſome peculiar! privilege ſo to do, for nei. 

ther the young lady nor her mother wW²eo ſut 
by ber, were at all diſturbed at that familiarity, 
Perhaps the mother, WhO before had grumbled, 
ts moſt old women do, might have been greaſed, 
us well as her my nn mme 


leſs noiſe. I Sud Hansi vn 0 


There were 9 of eee fel- 

N 8 Who would willingly have been no leſs fa- 
miliar, if their modeſty had not ſtood in the 
W Ay. Whilſt they were walking to and fra a- 
bout the eoach; another gentleman not ſo nice 
came up all in a heat, Who being in love with 
the young lady, had followed her from her 
houſe to the Prado. Drawing near, he per- 
ceived The was talking with the other gentle 
man, who ſeemed to take a pride in it before 
the company that ſtood round, which diſturbed 
the newcomer, who looking about him ſpied 
Don Diego Love-Night, who was his friend. 
Having ſaluted him, he teck him aſide, and told 


him how envious and jealous he was» of that 


man; that he did not like his behaviour, and 
had a mind to pick a quarrel; with him Don 
Diego, who was much better at giving advice 
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fierce. commotion of his hot temper ; and the 
other yielding to his reaſons, contained bungie 
for ſome time. 190 TO ber uno 4 ' 
At length our adventurer ſaw three gentle- 

men paſs by very leiſurely, and as it were quar- 
relling among themſelves, one of which, by his 
voice, he took for a friend of his; and deſiring 
to be ſatisfied whether it was ſo or no, that he 
might endeavour to ſerve him if he had occa- 
ſion, he gave his guittar to the other that had 
accoſted him before, to hold, and went after 
him. The other, who was wholly intent upon 
his rival's behaviour, did not regard what Don 
Diego did, but let him go without offering to 

bear him company. | 
But now the lady who had charmed all that 
heard her with the ſweetneſs of her voice, was 
entreated by all there preſent to ſing an air or 
two more; and ſhe, to ſhow her breeding, took 
up her guittar, which, as ill luck would have it, 
had two ſtrings broken. Don Diego's friend 
having the guittar in his hand well tuned, drew 
near to the coach, and offered it to the lady; at 
the ſame time, he that leaned on the coach door, 
without any regard to the other, ſtood. upright, 
and ſcornfully thruſt away the arm and the 
guittar, Our adventurer's friend, who only 
wanted ſuch an opportunity, and was like fuel 
E 4 5 


pPrepareditotake the fire of paſſion though this 
3 an inſolent action, and to revenge it, made uſe 
of the arm and the inſtrument that had been 
* _affronted, laying on twice furiouſly about the 
favourite's ears, who was bareheaded, and broke 
the guittar in pieces, which returned à found 
leſs agreeable than when Don Diego handled 
it. At the ſame time he drew his ſword, as did 
all the reſt that were preſent, and among them 
ſeveral officers of juſtice, who are frequently at 
thoſe hours in the Prado, becauſe of the fre- 
quent quarrels that happen there, in which many 
brave men are loſt. The aggreſſor finding him- 
ſelf alone among ſo many ſtrangers, wiſely took 
the advantage of the darktieſs, and winding 
himſelf into the midſt of the throng, for fear 
of being — 1 pro the without I 
wwerd.: wee. Pr 4 
The "_ which bad book wo Aa 
all this diſturbance, made off ſo ſwiftly by the 
help of fix horſes it was drawn by, that when 
the officers would have ſeized it to pay the coft 
of their diſappointment, they could not find 
what was become of it. Every one made off a 
ſeveral way, when Don Diego returned from 
running after thoſe. three gentlemen; | believing 
one of them had been his friend. He was 
much ſurpriſed at this ſudden commotion, not 
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ing all about for the "perſon he. hadi intfuſted 
with his inſtrument, and notfinding him hebe. 
gan to fear it had not met ſueh uſuge as fe de- 
ſerved, for it was one Hf the rareſt pieces of the 
age. Whilft he was lameming its abſeee the 
guittar was all in ſhivers in the hands vf u fu 
preme judge in eriminal affairs, wh us eHαν]]n- 
ing that matter, queſtioning the man that had 
been hurt, who'could not ſay who ſtruek him; 
becauſe he kneu him not; The darkneſs eauſtt 
the confuſion the officers” were in; laying hold 
of the next that were in their way; without d. 
ſtinguiſhing betwixt the innocent and the guilty. 
The ſurgeons being ordered to ſearch the 
wounded man reported that the wound was 
very dangerous. They always make the worſt 
of things to gain the greater reputation and to 
enhance their pay Don Diego waited two 
days without hearing any news of his dear in- 
ſtrument, and pereeivitig” no likelmood of its 
being reſtored, went to look fbr the perfor he 
had intruſted with it, and was told he had ab. 
ſented himſelf, and they knew not when he 
would come agam. He could not unriddle this 
myſtery,” as being ignorant of the cauſe of his 
departure. bo oft” at att ait NN 
The loſs of bis guittar made him let ſup ſome 
5 E 5 
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cited Amazor ſtill to live in hopes; for be ob. 
ſerved all his actions, endeavouring to diſcover 
ſome ſigns of amendment, hut ſtill could make 
no ſound judgment by them. If he happened 
to uiye three days within compaſs; he ſpent three 
Weeks in his uſual extravagancies. (119144 det 
The wounded gentleman grew worſe and 
worſe, which threw him into a fever, ſo that the 


Aurgeonsand phyſicians did not like him. The 
judge, though he uſed all his endeavours to diſ- 


oer the offehder could make nothing of it, 


which troubled him very much, becauſe the per- 


ſon hurt belonged to a eee e * 


che was deſirous to oblige. 


Exery one ſtriving to do —— | 
finding the criminal, among the reſt one of the 
elerks of the court, as ſharp as an old monkey, 
often viewed the remains of the guittar com- 
mitted to his. cuſtody, hoping to ſimd the own- 
er's name upon it, becauſe abundance of young 
men uſed: to be guilty of that folly. However, 
he took ſo much pains in putting together the 
pieces, that he at length found the name of the 


workman that made it; and, as if he had found 


out the philoſopher's ſtone, haſted away to that 


 inftrument maker's houſe, who being ſhowed 


the ruins of the guittar, ſoon knew it, and ſaid 
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x belonged to Don Diego, which was confirm- 
ed by, his journeyman and apprentice. The 
elerk not ſatisſied with this verbal declaration, 
ſent them all three in cuſtody to the judge, where 
they confirmed what they had before depoſed 
under hand and oath. This done, the judge 
forbid them, under ſevere penalties, acquainting 
Don Diego with what had happened; and 
thought he had now ſuſficient evidence for ſe- 
curing of the offenders, and putting them to the 
rack in caſe the wounded man miſcarried; Search 
was immediately made for Don Diego, in order 
to ſecure him the next night, but the eunning 
inſtrument maker, who had made the guittar, 
and given his depoſition: againſt our adyenturer, 
not regarding his proteſtations before the judge, 
found him out, and acquainted him what was 
in agitation againſt his perſon, and with the 
wretched condition of the guittar. He told 
him all the particulars concerning his unfortu- 
nate inſtrument, and how it had been beaten to 
pieces about a gentleman's ears in the Prado; 
lo that by this account and his friend's abſence; 
he might eaſily gueſs at the reſt. He was ex- 
tremely concerned that his guittar had ſuffered 
ipwreck againſt the rock of the wounded per- 
ſon's head, but was more troubled at his friend's 

-..B©0 
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zor entered the room, to whom he communi- 
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abſence; concluding that if the patient died, he 
muſt loſe him for ever. WG 124 
Then bringing the caſe home to himſelf, and 
conſidering the ad vice he had paſt received, he 
eurſed the clerk that had been the cauſe of his 
trouble. How dutſt you; falſe tteacherous 
wreteh, ſaid he, as if the man had been by 
him, practiſe againſt my reputation? Have you 
the impudence to attack my honour. and to 
contrive to oblige me to appear and give an ac- 
count of my actions before a judge? Muſt I be 
this day liuble to the cenſures of ſuch a petti- 
fogging knave as you, who give crimes what 
turn you will, and magnify them according to 
your! fancy or malice? Doubtleſs, this is a mat- 
ter of ſuch moment, I muſt [adviſe with ſome 
perſon of diſoretion and experience, who may 
put me in the way how to ſhun the ſcandal I 
may otherwiſe undergo; but to whom can I 
better n ee than Nee faithful Ama- 
z0r? 32 AL CORE TTCE emed 


Thus was bs calking to himſelf 'when Ama- 


cated the perplexity be was in; Amaror, with- 
out farther delay, called ſeveral porters, and in 
a moment removed the moſt valuable goods in- 
to an ambaflador's houfe, Who lived cloſe by. 


„ ß % AC at. ͤ . ⅛ ̃—Uuu . eb 


% * 
o 
i - 
THE NIGHT ADVENTURERT - 
* 
F 


The ambaſſadorꝰs ſecretary, who! war Amazot's 
intimate friend, took care of 1thaſei goods, and 
provided a chamber for our adventurer. +: Thus 
juſtice ; for though he was anngcent,»he DονꝰE 
have ſuffered much for the abſent affender;(be- 
ing unwilling to accuſe him, though it were to 
clear hiaſelf of all the foul circumſtances that 
appeared againſt him. 1k n biens 
Having thus diſpoſed his affairs, Don Diego 
went with Amazor to the ambaſſadot's houſe, 
where he was courteouſly received by the ſecre- 


tary; and having acquainted his maſtur wich be 


whole affair, prevailed with him to uſe his in 
tereſt for him. Soon after the ſurgeuns percei- 
ved that the wounded gentleman began to mend 


apace, notice whereof was preſently given to 
the abſent gentleman, who had been the author 


of all this miſchief, and of the trouble he had 


brought his friend into. At length the patient 
being pretty well recovered, the other came pri- 
vately to Madrid, where ſeveral perſons of the 
greateſt quality interpoſing, an accommodation 
was propoſed, and the conditions were not long 
debating. The charming lady, whoſe ſinging 
had been the cauſe of all this diſaſter, had a 
hand in theſe propolals, and teconciled all dif- 
ferences, eugaging her word to our adventurer's 
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| fiend; thathewould by degrees break off tlie 
familiarity his rival had contracted with her. 
Thus the party offended ſuſfered the penalty, 
becauſe he was not ſo powerful as the other, had 
the lady been as good as her wor. 

Don Diego ſeeing his friend: had now full fas 


5 tixfaction, thought of revenging himſelf on the 


clerk who had contrived to bring him into trou. 
ble. Our adventurer was very revengeful, and 
never undertook: any but he endeavoured to 
make it as public as he could, that it might be 
the greater. To this purpoſe he made himſelf 
acquainted, by the help of ſeveral treats, with 


ſome bullies that reſorted to the ambaſſador's 


houſe, whence he would not remove until he 
had been even with the clerk. When he thought 
it fit time to put his deſign in execution, he ſum- 
moned all his inſtruments, being ſeven in num- 
ber, and provided them a ſupper, in which he 
ſpared for no coſt; and they all drank plen- 
tifully, remembering all their friends, ſome par- 
ticulars whereof rn en will here 
ſet down. 6 44. rise 

The firſt health was-to this ambaſſador's ſtew- 


ard, who gave them ſanctuary in that houſe: a- 


gainſt all the ſerjeants and other offices of ju- 
ſtice. The ſecond. to the generous Don Diego, 
wha treated them fo often, wiſhing him inereaſe 
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of health to defray thoſe worthy:expences/ The 
midſt all that have to do in criminal cauſes, 
they alone defend the eriminals, provided they 


are able to pay for the lies and ſtories they in- 


vent to deſtroy truth, and make falſehood take 
place. The fourth to phyſiciane, as being of 


their own profeſſion, becauſe their buſineſs is 


killing, though they do it with leſs danger to 
themſelves, as venturing nothing and never 
failing to murder a man when they have agnind 


to it. The fifth to the brokers, who ſo) cunning+ 


ly diſguiſe the hats and cloaks they ſteal at 
night, The fixth to vintners and innkeepers, 
who treat and entertain them on the road, and 
aſſiſt them in all their frauds. In ſhort, they 
drank more ſorts of healths than can be here 
inſerted; and to conclude with Don Diego's 
project, it was- reſolved that they would the 
next night torment the nn ang: 
thus they performed lit. 
Four of the reſoluteſt of they gang drefſed 
e. up as we repreſent devils, in the 
moſt frightful manner they could, and about 
midnight came to the houſe of the poor con- 
demned criminal, which was in a lane. They 
got into the houſe; the door being open, by rea- 


ſon that ſeveral families lived in it; and a great 
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wasthe occafion of the dilturbances The man 
coming out, met thoſe four frightful figures od 
the fairs, each of them holding a lighted link 


in bis hand, which filled the place with a thick 
ſtirkimg imoke! The lad was in fuch a fright,” 


that without being able to return to his maſter, 
he dropptd down in a ſwoon; The devlls pre. 
ſently ruſhed in at the door he had left open, 
and went directly to the clerk's bed, where he 
lay with his wife, who being both juſt: waked 
out of their firſt ſleep, believed them to be real - 
ly what they repreſented, which put them into 
ſuch a fright, that they lay ſenſeleſs as if they 
had been dead. Then the devils) withöut lo- 
fing any time, took hold of the damned Clerk, 
every one taking an arm or a leg, and ſenſeleſd 
as he was, laid him doun upon the floor; where ' 
they brought him to himſelf by virtue of a good | 
whipping with knotted ropes, 1 om ſo thick 
and ſharply; that before he could ſpenk a word 
he was half fleaed. The firſt word he uttered 
was the name of Jeſus, at which the de vils left 
him and fled,- making a moſt hide6us noiſe at 
the doors, to confirm the opinion he had con- 
ceived of them; fo that When the ſtorm was 
over, he abſolutely concluded they! were dev 


u r ane, —$y" 


face they vanithedar his 6alling upon chat holy 
name. He lay ſtretehed out on the: ground half 
dead, what with the otuel flogging; aud what 
with the fright. His poor wife lay quaking; all 
bathed in a cold ſweat, and had ſhrunk down 
into the bed, not daring to put out her head; 
ſo that the wretehed fellow lay all night as the 
devils left him. When day appeared, and: diffi- 
pated all terrors, the body was found in the midſt 
of the floor in a high fever, and his wife in the 
ſame condition. They were long in the hands 
of the ableſt qo UE and very — 
eſcaped death. Sf op tt Ft ic 

The news en neee üs eh all 
over the town, and even from the mouths of 
ſome who had the ſtory from the clerk himſelf, 
Every one talked of it according to bis own - 
fancy, and ſome ſaid, he was certairily guilty of 
ſome heinous crimes, unknown to men, fince 
heaven had puniſhed him by the hands of hellifh 
executioners. Don Diego heating this diſcourſed 
about the town, after the account he had re- 
ceived from thoſe that did the execution, thought 
him ſelf fufficiently revenged. Our adventurer 
only pitied the poor wife; but a good huſband 
and wife are ſo clofely allied and linked toge- 
ther, that there is no doing the one a kindneſs 
without the participation of the other, After 


this noble exploit, Don Diego kept at home for 


ſome time; living in a very decent manner; but 
this humour laſted not long; for before many 
days were paſt, he fell anne 
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* * ag wy Fes 1: run his th. and os ſue 
in, when our noble Don, Diego, whom experi- 
ence made never the wiſer, reſolved to ſeek new 
dangers, or rather to meet them, for they too 
often preſented themſelves to him; but before 
we enter too far upon this adventure, it will be 

requiſite to make a ſhort digreſſion. 
There was at this time at Seville, a man of : 
ten preſence enough, who kept himſelf in 
decent apparel, and paſſed for a gentleman; but 
might be properly enough compared to an eagle, 
for by day he looked the ſun in the face, and 
by night he followed his prey, ſtealing whatſo- 
ever came in his way. At the beginning of bis 
reign he took the name of Don Diego, until 
time having diſcovered what profeſſion he fol- 
lowed, he had the ſurname! given bim of Love- 
Night ; ſo that there were two men of the 
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fame name at once; for, as had been aid, our 
adyenturer was ſometimes called Fly-Light, and 
ſometimes Love-Night, theſe two additional 
names ſignifying almoſt the ſame thing; though 
proceeding from different n ſome more 
ſcandalous than the other. 

It — —— 
be brought into trouble by the miſtaking of 
names; but that which he met with among the 
pretended ſprites was no more than a flea- bite 
in compariſon of what he endured in this new 
adventure; for as much as among perfons of a 
generous diſpoſition, their honour is much dear- 
er than their life. This Don Diego at Seville, 
perceiving that his practices were diſcovered, 
and that there was a talk of calling him to an 
account, gave out that he was going away to 
Madrid, the Theatre of Wonders, and the load- 
{tone that attracts both the good and the bad; 


but the day he left Seville, inſtead of making to- 


wards the Court of Spain, he went away to Gra- 


nada, hoping he might play his eards there, and 


live a conliderable time before he was diſeover- 
ed, that city being very kind to ſtrangers. - 


The news of his journey to Madrid being 
ſpread abroad among all that knew him, the 


ſon of a jeweller of Seville had notice of it, who 


being deoeived by common fame, a wonder that 


u tradefmam ſhould be impoſed upon, reſolved 
to follow him immediately, and with alt pofffble 
— ſpeed} to the great detriſment uf his buttocks, 
which were miſerably galled; and of his ts. 
mae, that often returned more than it had re. 
ceived,” being grievouſſy ſhaken by the hired 
males that are on that road. The cauſe of his 
enduring all theſe hardſhips was, that this ſharp- 
ing Don Diego had taken away ſome jewels and 
diamond rings of his, of value, which he bad 
truſted him with. As ſoon as he came to Ma. 
drid, he delivered printed bills in all the gold. 
ſmiths ſhops, deſcribing thoſe jewels, and in the 
meanwhile inſinuated himſelf into = come. 
nies, in hopes to meet with his man. 6. 

The ſecond night after this je weller vumé te 
Madrid, dur primitive and legitimate Don Die- 
go Bove- Night, taking no warning by his paſt 
mibfoftunes; ſet out again, expoſitig Himſelf in 
defiance of fortune. The occafiori 6f "rhib'(ally 
was to divert himſelf with a young Beautiful 

townſwoman, wife to à ſolicitor, who! ws tet 
koned # Arp" witty woman, and very gBOd 
dancer, ready to receive any ching that was ok. 
fered her, and conſequently eaſy to he biibed, 
In order to gain admittance to her, Don Diego 
made uſe of a fly 61d woman, well verfe dh Wb 
rying on amorous 6 tier cb. 
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lour of promoting chaſtity, anly dantrived to 
deſtroy it. The bargain was ſtruck up, and 
Don Diego had leave ta go viſit the ſalicitor's 
wiſe that night betwixt twelve and ane, upon 
condition that he ſhould give ber two diamond 
rings ſhe had ſeen on his fingers, and which he 
had a great value for, becauſe they had been 
his mother's ; but what is there that! Juſt will 
not ſacrifice when its inſolence is not checked? 
Beſides, he was to lay aſide the habit of a gen- 
tleman, and diſguiſe himſelf like a ſervant, to; 
the end, that if her huſband ſhould. happen to 
meet him going in or coming out, ſhe might 
tell him it was a man her mother had ſent to 
inquire after her health. For the better carry»: 
ing on this plot. the ſolicitor's wife ſent him by 
the old woman, a letter ſnhe, had received that 
very day from her mother, which ſhe; had ſeal- 
ed up again, and wrapt in another paper, that 
it might ſerve a ſecond time, as occaton might 
ofter: Furthermore, that he ſhould come in the 
back way, goung along under an old nud wall, 
and open the garden door with, a maſter-ke 
ſhe ſent, with"the letter: Thence he was to go 
a into a parlour, where: Wen miſtreſs. 
ready to receive has n te ter t abe 
Don Diego ſubmitted _ all baſin ie 
elt his houſe about the. appointed hour, .drefed 


A. 4:4. 2. Þn-mov_n_ SiH 


— 


IL. a= 
- 


go Tu NIGHT/ADVENTURER;” 


as was ordered him, with the rings, the letter, 
and the maſter key. Being come into the ſtreet 
where the ſolicitor's wife lived, he heard a noiſe 
in a houſe, as if people were in a paſſion, which 
his curious temper obliged him to inquire into. 
He went in, and preſently ſpied a man in a 
court writing upon the end of a caſ, and ano. 
ther lighting him with a candle in a lanthorn, 
for fear the wind ſnould blow it out. About 
theſe two ſtood many more, ſome half. dreſſed, 
and ſome half. naked; ſome without ſtocking, 
and ſlipſnod; others in their ſhirts, with only 
their cloaks wrapped about them, muffling up 
their noſes, and moſt of them with their ſwords 
under their arms. Our adventurer” ſtood ſtill 
behind them, liſtening to their diſcourſe, with. 
out being diſcovered by them, and by that 
means underſtood that there had been a rob - 
bery juſt then committed in the houſe; that he 
who writ was a notary, and the other that light- 
ed, a ſerjeant, who were taking the depoſition 
of the neighbours, ſome of . had ſuffered 
their ſhare in the robbery. 7 you 2117 vo 


Don Diego having thus ſatisfied hivburiokiy, Vic 
was for making off fair and ſoftly, to go:on'with ] 
his intrigue ; but, as ill fortune would have it, Bi to « 
the damp of the night had given bir: a cold in BY nit 
his head; Which made him ſncete tliree times the 


and ſo alarm all thoſe people, who eried out, 
« Who is there?“ Don Diego unwilling to be 
known, doubled his pace, without ſpeaking a 
word, which raiſed a jealouſy in the others, and 
made them purſue him as they did, crying out, 
« Stop thief.” He finding himſelf purſued, and 
ſo foully affronted, faced about, drawing his 
ſword, replied, You lie, ye ſcoundrels;” then 
letting them come on, gave the boldeſt of them 
a great cut over the head; but whatever he 
could do to get out of their hands, they ſecured 
and carried him before the unn l * 
ſaid in the houſm. 1s. 

There was nothing about uin 1 W ae 
ed to teſtify he had been concerned in the rob- 
bery committed there; his mien and his habit 
did not agree; it was eaſy to gueſs he was diſ- 
guiſed. Being ſearched; they found in his poc- 


allo the maſter- key, all dangerous circumſtances 
againſt him. The notary divided the booty ve- 
17 equally, taking the rings for himſelf, and gi- 
ving the key to the ſerjeants for their good ſer- 
; vice ; which done; they led him away to gaol. 
Finding himſelf ſo raughly handled, he began 
to declare he was a gentleman; that they were 
miſtaken in him, deſiring to be carried before 
the Lord Mayor, whom he would acquaint with 
2 


ket a little caſket; in which: the rings were, as 


. 1 


his name, and make known, his innogency be- 
made no account of it; he was put into a dun- 
geon in the priſon, as a night: robber, a ſhop· 
liſter, and a breaker of the peace. He was im- 
mediately confronted with two real thieves that 
had committed the crime ; they bearing him 
ſay that he was a gentleman, and had a- ſuffi. 
cient, eſtate to live according to his quality, 
without robbing; another, reſolved. to on bim 
for one of their gang. not doubting: but that if 
he was of that rank he pretended, their cauſe 
would be long depending, and, in the mean. 
While their friends making reſtitution, would 
procure their liberty; beſides that, they might 
happen to get off by his intereſt. and, if it came 
to the worſt, they would be condemned to ſome 
eaſy puniſhment. Don Diego perceiving chat 
theſe men depoſed quite contrary to What he 
expected, having thought himſelf ſure that they 
would clear him, aud that : conſequently he ſhould 
be ſet at liberty, and diſcharged of all that was 
alleged againſt bim, began to rave, and behave | 
himielf like a madinan. Let ds leave him a 
while in that frenzy to make him the ſoberer 
As ſoon as it was day, the news of his ũmpri- 
ſonmen flew all about the town z his friends 
were acquainted with it, who came immedite- 
| 3 


y offering to be bound bod 
affirming dees nb Sayre laid to 
nis charge; but they were not allowed ſo much 
as to ſee him, and went their ways aftoniſhed, 
and out of countenance, to hear it affirmed, 
that a man of his quality ſhould be taken in a 
robbery, W a ππνi'. picklock in his 

pocket. & wal nn ILY Dir hk 
This rumour being handed about, it came to 
the ears of the jeweller at Seville, whnl overjoy- 
ed with the conceit that he had found his jew- 
es, and that our adventurer was the ſame Don 
Diego he was in ſearch of, went haftily to the 
priſon to enter his action againſt him, and to 
the notary's to ſeize the rings he had taken, as 
belonging to him. The many examinations 
and depoſitions, on aceount of this laſt accuſa- 
tion, hel ped to ſwell the bulk of tije writings in 
this proceſs, in which the ſolicitor huſband to 
our adventurer's deſigned miſtreſs, who had been 
the cauſe of all this confuſion; was employed by 
the jeweller of Seville, to manage his cauſe. He 
coming to inquire into the fact, knew the ma- 


JJ T 


ood that the party accuſed/ had been taken in 
his ſtreet. This made him ſuſpect his deſign 
had been to rob him as well us his neighbours, 


and therefore finding himſelf particularly con- 
Vol. I. F 


ſerkey to all the locks in his houſe and under- 
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cumſtanoes and articles, which he alleged againſt 
him; but our adventurer being diſereet and in. 
genious, anſwered ſo dcautiouſly, that he no way 
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1 becauſe none of them knew the ſecret; till a 


cerned in this matter, he declared himſelf a par. 
ty, and followed the buſineſs ſo hotliy, that he 
had Don Diego examined again upon freſh cir. 


diſhonoured the party who re him, ſpa- 
ring him for her ſake. 1 1,250 
This was the on of eflaind, * through 
thi ſolicitation of his friends, Don Diego was 
taken out of the hands of the criminal judge, 
as not ſubject to his juriſdiction, and turned 
over to his own proper court, where the ſolici. 
tor declared himſelf the principal ptoſecutor. 
Don Diego finding himſelf ſo hard preſſed, ſent 
the old woman, that had been meſſenger of love 
to the ſolicitor's wife, to adviſe her ingeniouſly 
to perſuade her huſband to deſiſt from his vio. 
lent proſecution, or elſe he ſhould be obliged, 
in his own defence, to expoſe them both, and 
divulge that which would make them infamous. 
The jilt, who thought of nothing but ber plea- 
ſure, and how ſhe might ſecure the rings rather 
than her — took no notice mung, 
nition. +» f Kid in tegen 
The judges int diene were e per 
plexed about the circumſtances'of this procels 
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length Don Diego finding he wag daily drove 


to greater diſtreſs,” by the obſtinacy-of the ſoli- 
citor, reſolved to clear himſelf of What he laid 
to his charge, to his own ſhame and confufion., 
He gave a full account of the whole intrigue to 
a gentleman of his acquaintance, ho was very 
intimate with the judge, and expounded the 
riddle to him; and having diligently. weighed 
all the circumſtances, he xeſolved to expoſe the 
whole naked truth in public, to ſave the ho- 
nour of Don Diego, at the expence of the im- 
pertinent ſolicitor's reputation. The old wo- 
man privately depoſed what ſhe knew of the 
affair; the letter from the ſolicitor's wiſe's mo- 
ther was produced, which ſhe had ſent to Don 
Diego. The jeweller of Seville was ſummoned, 
and being brought face to face with our adven- 
turer, ſtood amazed, as if he had been thunder- 
ſtruck, and frankly owned that was not the 
man he ſought after. Hereupon the judge diſ- 
charged the proceſs, ordering the rings to be 
reſtored to Don Diego, as being his proper 
goods; the maſter · key to be put into the hands 
of the ſolicitor for the ſame teaſon; and the 
letter to be. delivered to his wife, as a een of 
her mother's affection. 1 
This juſt judgment being W the 
jeweller and ſolicitor ſtood gazing upon one 
| F 2 
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purpoſe; and the ſolicitor in a rage, for having 
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another like two e not e what to 
ſay, or how: to look, and at laſt went away mut. 
tering; the jeweller vexed that he had travel. 
led ſo far, and been at ſuch expence to ſo little 


been the inſtrument of his own diſgrace. Don 
Diego, whoſe courage was cooled by the rail - 
lery of his friends, got off with his rings ſafe, 
valuing them much more than the ſport he was 
going to loſe them at, had he not been prevent- 
ed by the misfortune he met with. Thus we 
conclude this adventure, obſerving the truth of 
the proverb, which ſays, It is an in wind winch 
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ADVENTURE VII. 


'Txoven the unaccountable Don Diego was 
diſcharged out of priſon, and cleared of the 
crimes laid to his charge, yet was he | reſolved 
to impoſe a penalty on himſelf. He had been 
ſo much put out of countenance by bis friends 
ripping up all the extravagant actions of his 
life, that it went to his very heart, and there - 
fore he reſolved to baniſh himſelf for a time 
from Madrid, and endeavour to reform, rather 
in compliance to thoſe who wiſhed, bim well, 


o 


reality, ſcierices are ſo common there; that they 


than for his vii GE He ſet out for 
that city in Spain which is reckoned to abound 


in learning above any other in Europe; and in 


are not only taught by day in the ſchools, but 
at night in the cellars; © This is the eity of Sa- 
lamanca, ſeated on the river the Spaniards call 
Tormes, which they reckon more fruitful than 
the Nile; becauſe its banks are covered with in- 
finite plenty of ſeveral ſorts of delicious fruit, 
fit to pleaſe the moſt dainty palates 

This voluntary baniſhment was the more ac- 
ceptable to Don Diego, beeauſe the principal 
motive of it was to recover two thouſand du- 
cats, become due to him as the only heir of his 
family, by the courteſy of his brothers, who 


$764 


nere pleaſed toi die out of kindneſs to him. He 


had ſubſtantial creditors to deal with, who 
brought him the ſum in lawful money, us ſoon 


- #5 they heard of his arrival. This made him 


not return the ſooner, the wonders he had 
heard of Salamanca 'prevailing with him to 
make ſome ſtay there. Having ſutisſied his cu- 
rioſity, he ſet out from thence doubly! enriched, 
carrying away abundance of books, though per- 
haps principally out of oftentation, like many 
others in this age, Who have great numbers of 
valuable books, finely bound, but without ma- 
F 3 
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Pictures. ing 5 40300! lt 4 aff 7 Int 
Bei eme back to Made he bed wp 
bis Uiicats/in a curious cabinet, with his rings 
and jewels; 'reſolving they ſhould not ſee the 
ſum, but lie buried till he had ſome ſulficien 
oceaſion to ſhow them the world again. The 
two' firſt nights after his return home were de. 
dieated to fepoſe, and he diverted himſelf in 
turning over his new books; but when that 
mort term was expired, growing weary” of this 
confinement; and fancying he forfeited the li. 
berties and franchiſes of his natural inclination, 
he reſolved to go to take the air next night, and 
that earlier than uſual, that he might have nidre 
leifure to walk the ſtreets of Madrid. © © 
However, he'could not put his deſign in ex. 
ecution, on account of the viſits he received 
from his friends, who, being informed of his re- 
turn, came to welcome him. The forwardeſt 

in this point of civility was à gentleman called 
the Miraculous Knight, becauſe, thougb he had 

no eſtate or income; he made a very good figute 

at edurt, keeping a handſome retinue, and dreſ. 
fing as well as any man, which made many ſu- 
ſpect he had ſome underhand way of cheating; 
but they did him wrong, as will appear in the 
ſequel of this ſtory. Don Diego gave him an 
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account of the ſuceeſs+ of his journey, and to 
confirm what he ſaid, opened his cabinet, before 
him, and ſhowe&him his dugats and jewels ; for 
he was ſo full-that- his ſatisfaction overflowed. 
After much common diſdouxſe of What had hap- 
pened at Madrid during Don Diego's abſence, 
the Miraculous Knight took leave. of him; and 
though he would fain have ſtayed him to ſup- 
per, the Wümme w_ much ce- 
remony. .. Denen 

When he was gone, our e 800 
two or three viſits more, which kept him at 
home till near midnight, much againſt his will, 
becauſe they were people of no conſequence; 
dut ſuch things muſt be often borne with in this 
world. At length they departed; Don Diego 
took a light ſupper, as if h& had been upon ear- 
neſt buſineſs; and about one in the morning ſet 
out from his houſe, yet ſomewhat uneaſy in his 
mind, for having been fo open-hearted with the 
Miraculous Knight, fearing left he, or ſome 
other by his inftigation, (ſhould plot againſt his 
ducats. Being diſturbed with theſe thoughts, 
he turned back to go home again, deſigning to 
remove his cabinet out of the lower room up 
ſtairs, as believing it ſafer there; and paſſing by 
a churchyard which was near his houſe, he heard 
a doleful voice, intermixed with many groans, 
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which ſeemed, to come from the chamelbouſe, 
where the bones of the dead were laid up, 
which made bis hair ſtand up an end, his eyes 
to ſtare, and his ears to give more than ordi. 
nary attention. He ſtopped ſhort, and heard 
the groans redouble; Wwhereupon he began to 
conſider, that ĩt was one of the moſt | heroic ad- 
ventures that gould befal a walking knight er- 
rant, and that if he did not attempt to ſee the 
end of it, he ſhould ever after have a worſe con · 
ceit of his Courage. Idee enen, 
He called to mind the adventure in the Ap. 
ple Street, which was only a re by 
perſons diſguiſed, but concluded, that this be⸗ 
ing the real habitation of the dead, there could 
be no deceit. He drew near, and perceived a 
ſmall glimmering through a cranny in à board, 
and going round. it, found a door, out. oi Mhich 
there came more light. Being about tog in 
boldly, he trod on a dead man's dry ib, that 
ſnapped under his foot, at which. noiſe a many 
voice aſked him, Who is there? At the 
ſame time out came a handſome man, With a 
ſword in one hand, and a dark lanthern in the 
other, ſo that there was no ſeeing him that held 
it. Don Diego perceiving the glittering of abe 
ſword, drew his, and immediately the qnan that 
made towards him cried out, Don Diego 


« dear friend. Ele kae w him vy es weite, but 
not by his petſon, by reaſon of the ſhade of the 
lanthorn, and perceited it was the Miraculous 
Knight, who had been to viſit him thut 'Cyen- 
ing. 1214 30 6111 0 91 1 #44 | 264} 48 > N 
Don Diego amazed'to' meet him in that man- 
ner, aſked what he did there? „Alas, Don Die- 
« go,” ſaid he, / you come at a time when I am 
« full of trouble 3 but, in ſnort. I muſt tell you, 
* 1 have been married almoſt theſe two years to 
« a young lady of quality, and yet no creature 
« knows of it but only two friends, and the 
« prieſt that martied us. This young lady has 
ever ſince continued at her fathet's houſe, 
uithout being the leaſt ſuſpected by any bo- 
dy, either at home or abroad. Immediately 
* after I left you, ſhe ſent for me, and told me, 
that her time was up, the pains begarito come 
faſt upon her; that fearing her father's ſeve- 
" rity, who would certainly murder her, if he 
diſcovered her-offence; ſhe defire& me to take 
her away from his houſe, and convey her to 
ſome place where ſne might be delivered with 
* teſs dread. Being altogether ſurpriſed at this 
* accident; and conſidering your houſe was clear, 
© you not being; married, I was going to put 
* myſelf into your protection, and to commit 
my ſecret and this young lady's honour to 
X F 5 
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„pe dels wiſh as We were paſſing, by 
this churebyard, 1 conducting het with this 


anthorn, the throws came ſo faſt upon her, 


that ſhe could go no further, and 1 was for. 
ged. as faſt as I could, to bring her into this 
© charnel-houſe, which, 'by good duck, L found 
„open“ en eee e eee 

Tae knight en een to thaſh laſt words, 
en the woman gave notice of her being there, 
exying out, Jeſus, Jeſus, and then fetching up a 
long ſigh, God be praiſed, ſaid ſhe, it is over. 
The knight ran haſtily to her, and ſo did Don 
Diegg,; and found ſhe was delivered of a bean- 


cumſtances, had they been ſuperſtitious, as en- 


tering into life in the very manſion of | death. 


It was a ſtrange: ſpectacle to ſee the poor lady 
ſtretched out upon ſo many dry bones, and the 
infant born amidſt the dead. The father took 


up the little: babe, and wrapping it up in his 


| cloak, recommended the mother to Don Diego, 


and went away with the child to a midwife's be 
had in fee ſeveral days before for A 
arid ordered her to provide a nurſe. + © 

Don Diego was left there by himſelf; with he 
lanthorn in his hand, comforting and encou- 
raging; the poor lying-in lady. There was 6 
Uttle candle! in ** that as ſoon az the 


tifut child; born under moſt inauſpicious cir- 
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knight 


that ded fp ahr HE Wrong t6 


call it drradfuf, at Kaff té Gtr adbentürer, who 
moſt delight, zu rt. WHR he Was taken up 
about this work f charity, bnd of the notableſt 
thie ves i Madrid Had got“ Ftelltgence of his 
ducats, and underſtanding he had left them de- 
ſohte that night, he made to His houſe with a 
good pick loek that opened al the doors. Ha- 
ving ſearched all the t6omhs; he ret with the ca- 
binet e OT RT ER broke it 
open very dexteroully,” and ferzet the bag with 
Ade 5249 "HO h, HEN he end 
trunk, whence He 166k two fits of clothes, and 
making all 6 Tired Bundle with the gold in 
the middle: HA the Jewels tied up in a napkin; 
he laid ĩt oH His Back, and made away with all 
poſſible expect ti6t}. am 08s YON ESA SIO 
He was not gone far from Don Diego's houſe, 
| going the rounds, and 
before they ebuld"dtover him, he fled towards 
the churchyatd' We" poke of. The watch 
hearing hir run, ſufpected he molt be ſome ma- 
lefactor, and ThAdfe after Hirt; but he being light 
of heels, got to the charnel-houſe, where he 
dropped the bundle at the lying in woman's 
feet, which Nruck füch à terfor into her, not 
knowing what it inigtit be, that ſhe forgot all 


ky tat Don n . thinking that he 
was put into poſſefMon' of his own goods; ſtepped = 
out, with his ſword” in his hand, to knew whit 
was the occaſion of the noiſe he had heard, The 
thief hearing him walk over the dty bones of 
the dead, which erackled under his feet, thought 
it had been ſome evil Tpirit ſent by providence 
to puniſh him for his crime; for a wWieked man 
fears every thing; aud conſidering they could 
not find the theft upon him, choſe rather to 
fall into the hands of human devils, than of the 


4111 14 
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Coming out of the churchyard: he meets the 
match, who had purſued him full butt, they ha. 
ving laid in ambuſh to cateh him but the 
thief being ftrong: and ſkilful at his weapon, 
drawing a good back: word, laid about hitn d 
ſucceſsfully, that he made way Een) 
and got ſafe al 2, nn 
In the meanwhile Don Diege Wear out to 
the entrance of the churchyard; without meet. 
ing any dünne and ae no n 


was intruſted with, aud chivrvifard, PTA 
her, whom he found full of grief, and complain- 
ing heavily againſt the Miraculous Knight, 
blaming his ſtay with ſuch words and exprel- 
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ſions, as teſtified they came roma woman of 
family... Don — 4 


ed cloſe hy — 48h 
poſal, he helped her up, Rigg, and letting 
her reſt on his arm, led her gent i to that 
where ſhe was courteguſſy receivedias we 1 out 
of reſpect to ſchim that braught her; as for th 
regard due to her beauty, Which charmed. al 
that beheld it. Had noyNon(Diege' 5.thoughts 
been then wholly taken up with the care ion 1 
ducats, L cannot tell hut be might eafily hy 
giren way to bo. in love; with that lady, for — 
he ſaw; her by the light, he perocived! bog 
"Y to enamour him. A. mid wife was tent 
for to aſſiſt her in all, that, e mains to be done 
after delivery, and in the meanwhile ſhe was 
put into ſuch a dellcate neat bed, as might have 
lulled the thoughts of a jealous man, and lulled 
bim aſleep. „Let us leave them both there in 
this condition, and go. ſes how the the Miraculous 
Knight was,ſpendipg his dime, for he. very well 
deſerved that, name, fortune having.in him ges 
wonderful inftances. of ber, unag e 
yours 00 Mine" 177 % V in 

He being very; ſolicitous to = "the child 
taken care of, becanſe it Was. indiſpoſed, * 4nd 
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where ſhe might be furniſhed with What was 


could lay no claim; he reſolved to lay it on de 
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confidering tbe mother would be in trouble for 


his ſtay, deſired the nurſe's huſband to thike + 


lanthorn, and go make his /exenſe to Don Diego 


and the lady he would find with bim, and to 
beg he would make proviſion for the unfertu 
nate woman, putting her into ſome fafe place, 


neceſſuty in her condition. When the man 
not heard it. Phe nurſe's huſband coming into 
the charneb houſe] where the knight had told 


of the child and ſeeing nothing but the horrom 


of death) was going out backwards, not daring 


to turn his back upon all thoſe dteadful q peda. 


cles; for fear they ſhould riſe and fall upon him 
unawares. When he was near the door ef the 
charnel-houſe, he happened to ſet” his "f66t on 


the bundle the thief had dropped there, a8 he 


fled from the watch, and finding it fink under 
him, cried out, fancying he had trod on ſome 
corpſe newly brought in, till drawing near it 
with his lanthorn, he found bis miſtake, and 
perceived it was only a bundle of clothes, He 
conſidered with himſelf whether he ſhould carry 
it away or no; but-eoncluding' that the dead 


knight, as he had befote conceited; fell upon 


1 ue be mould be 
ſo well clad; where! — Db. 

Don Diego having left the lady ind ſaſety, 
and being anxious for his treaſure, haſted home 
to ſee if all were ſafe; and coming tu his bouſe, 
went directly up ſtaits to the room here he 
had left his cabinet, and found it hroke open, 
which touched him ſo to the quick, that he had 
like to have dropped daun, but recovering 
himſelf, he perceived the niſthieſ had been done, 
his cabinet rifle and his- trunk open. Not 
knowing who to charge this upon, he conclud- 
ed it was the Miraculous Knight had played 
for his long ſtay gave occaſion» to ſuſpect he 
might be guilty of chis foul: action. To loſe 
no time, he returned to the churchyard with 
more haſte than he came, fancying that the 
knight would not fail: to be there to look for 
his wife, the better ta counterfeit innocence. 


By good luck Don Diego came to the charnel 


houſe, juſt as the man ſent by the knight was 
going out. Qur adventurer in a rage for the 
robbery, and fully concluding that was the 


the man ſo furiouſly, that he dropped the bundle, 
calling him thief, and threatening to make an 
example of him. At the ſame time an officer 
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of the watch happened o paſs:dy,.going bbme 
diſcontented fon ha ving ſpent: che whole! night 
pattaling about! with chis companions, without 
lighting on any booty. He bid them both to 
keep the peace, and anſwer his queſtions, which 
they immediately obeyed... for in Spain be 
mea neſti officer of juſtice is much ceſpected. 
I The day then began to break, and the heat 

of Don Diegoꝰ's paſion . being ſomewhat oveti he 
had leiſure to obſerve, that the man he had 
taken was not the knight, and the unknoyn 
perſon finding himſelſ᷑ at libetty, and wiſely con. 
ſidering, that, though innocent, being found 
with the bundle upon him, he might be brought 
into trouble, he thought fit to make. the beſt 
of his way, and truſt to bis heels to bring bim 
off. In ſhort, he vaniſhed uin a moment, leaving 
Don Diego to anſwer for both. Whilſt the gb- 
ficer was putting himſelf into the poſture of an 
examiner, up comes the real thief, Who having 
made his eſcape from the watch, had waited il 
it Was day to come and carry off the bundle he 
had ſtole from among the dead, withywhany be 
had left it in truſt. He diſcovered, at ſomt di- 
ſtance, two men, which were our» adventwer 
and the officer contending together; however 
he by degrees drew near them very; unpudently, 
with hat in hand, liſtening to their diſcourſe, 


stehe Gutes Artis 
At laſt the officer touching Dom Diego with his 
rod, commanded him, in the king's name, to 
follow him. The thief ſeeing them in anonion, 
Diego and the officer, and followedithem, each 
of them thinking he had deen the uther'sſar- 
ant. % the e Bt e wel nee 
Whilſt all theſe things were in agitation,ithe 
Miraculous Knight was fretting with impatienee, 
expecting the return of the man he had ſent t 
Don Diego. Being tired with waiting, be went 

out to ſeek him, and coming to the ghurghyatdy 
found neither the meſſenger, nor thoſe he had 
ſent him to. Thenee he went on to Don Die- 
go's houſe, where he heard the diſmal news of 
the robbery, but nobody could tell where he 
was. This was a mighty trouble to him, being 
at once concerned for the misfortune befallen 
his friend, and becauſe he knew not where the 
lady was that he had committed to his charge, 
though he did not queſtion but ſhe was in good 
bands, and that he n much courage to 
forſake her.. n, ALT He! be 
In the eee along 
with the officer, came to the juſticeꝰs door, and 
looking about for the man that had taken up 
the bundle, whom, as has been ſaid, he took. to. 


os 1. T atBbr e his 
words, anſwered him boldly, That he was not 
now in a place where he could play his knaviſh | 
pranks. . This expreſſion put Don Diego into 
ſuch a heat, that he laid on the officer ſeveral 
ſtrokes with the flat of his ſword about his 
head; at whoſe cries the juſtice came out, and 
having beard both parties, and underſtanding 
Don Diego's quality, he ordered him to be con. 
fined to his neee, oſſicers to — 
un nt en Yar: einn Wala 2 
The Miraculous Knight being tired WOT | 
ning up and down, without hearing any news 
of thoſe he ſought after, returned to his child 
nurſe, whom he found unfit to ſackle it. Her 
huſband flying from juſtice, had called there in 
a mighty fright!” telling her, he was obliged to 
be gone, and abſcond for ſome time,” becauſe 
ſome ſtolen goods had been found upon hin, 
and therefore he muſt get out of the way for 
fear of being thrown into gaol ;*and;*without 
explaining himſelf any farther, he ſcampered off 
leaving his wife in fuck a confternation, that 
her milk immediately went away! This net 
accident put the Miraculous Knight into ſoch 
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temper, it would have gone near to diſtract Hint. 
He had the charge of à child, und Was deprived 
of the means of giving it neceſſary fuſtetauce 
to ſupport life. In this perplexfty, heaven pet 
it into his thoughts to ſend for a häekney coarht 
into which he went witl the irkfant, Carryitt it 
to a village near Madrid, ealled Netafe Neff. 
ing to have it bred" chere Very Privately. "File 
thief, who had again fo'boldly* poffeffed bimifelf = 
of the bundle befbre Den Diego ant! the of 
ficer, and ſeemed to follow,” had dropped them 
at the firſt turning of a ſtset; and to prevent 
being followed by the tract, thought it beſt to 
depart Madrid, to enjoy the fruit of his wicked 
ſucceſs with more ſafety, diſguiſing the clothes 
and jewels, with the aſſiſtance of ſome knaviſh 
brokers and goldſmiths, who made it their bu- 
neſs to metamorphoſe ſtolep goods; The lying: 
in woman was infinitely afflicted, being in a 
manner forſaken by her lover, and by him Who 
had brought her into that houſe among people 
that were altogether ſtrangers to her, who never- 
theleſs attended her with all poffible care, in pur. 
ſuance of the orders given by Don Diego. 

Her father and mother miſſing her, left no 
ſtone unturned to hear what was become of her, 
but all in_vain/ In ſhort; there was nothing 
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but trouble and confuflon among all the partic 
concerned, each had their eb en and ſorrow, 
as well as the other. L. c n bs 
The Miraculous Eüight e to Xetafe in 
the evening, where he found all he had occaſion 
for to his beart's' content; he bad put the in. 
fant; into a good nutſe's hands in less than an 
hour, and was preparing to return to Madiid 
At he was' getting into the coach, he heard 2 
mighty noiſe in the inn; he turned in again, 
and ſpied a man, who held another by the cdl. 
lar, and tugged him about, as if he would have 
throttled him. Have 1 got you,) mid be, 
thou villain, thou thief; you are the man 
«that robbed me about a year ago at my houſe | 
in Toledo; IT am reſolved 1 wil cut Four 

„throat, that your'blood may make ſatisfac. 
tion for my gods you ſtole. This bundle 
* you bring is certainly ſome freſh robbery you 
« have committed at Madrid, for Which it is 
E « likely ſevetal as unfortunate people as : 


wh 4 10 


are now At their wits end“ 
The tioufe was immediately filled with Hol 
at the cries of this paſſionate man. The Mt. 
culous Knight broke through the thrbbp, came 
up to the perſon impeached, examined biin, and 
by his anſwers perceived he was the chief chat 
had robbed Don Diego, who, as providence 


» 


had 1 rob up ages Ades . 
with a merchant of Toledo, whom he had ob- 
bed ſome time before. The mayor of the town 
was called, the bundle opened in his pteſence, 
and an inventory taken of all there Was in it, 
which was left in the cuſtody; of: -the.; maſter e 
the houſe. The criminal was put into gaol; ai 
the knight returned to Madrid, te carry 4 


Diego the good news, which was veryegecept: | 


able to him; and in return, e carried. the 
knight to ſee his pins . in lady. "or at: me les 
orerjoyed at this viſit. N Ak. 

Don Diego was Sach molbled- in his con- 
ſcience, for having ſuſpected the Miraculous. 
Knight to be guilty of ſo foul an action, yet he 
vas in ſome meaſure excuſable; having ground- 
ed this conceit. on the common received opi- 
nion, that the knight could not live at ſo hig 
a tate without being concetned in ſome baſe 
employ; but now Don Diego underſtood that 
he was maintained by the lady that fed his a- 
morous flame, ſhe being the only daughter of 
rery rich parents; and having for four, years 
lat paſt ſupplied him plentifully with as mych; . 


as kept him handſomely at court. Von Diego 


being eaſed of the care of the young lady, ap- 
fed himſelf in the next. 186 to recover what. , 
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had been ſtolen tram him. He got: * 
from court to fetch: up the chief, tn have him 
tried at Madrid; where, as ſoon as he came. 
he confeſſed all his crimes, and for his ingenui- 
ty Was re warded with à halter. Don Diego 
but that bis purſe paid for it, becauſe juſtice is 
a precious thing, and muſt be purchaſed. ata 
dear rate, The firſt nutſe's husband was meenlled 
tom his voluntary baniſnmen. 

2 In the meanwhile. the.dimaulogaKnichs he. 
ing defirous to deliver the lady's. father and mo- 
ther from the great pain and trouble they were 
in, applied himſelf to ſeveral perſons of nate, 
as prelates, religious men of known piety, mi- 
niſters of Kate, who being prevailed - upon by 
the continual ſubmiſſive entreaties of that beau- 
tiful ereature the knight's miſtreſa, orrrHaher 
bride, took the matter in hand with. uch za! 
and diſcretion, that in a few, days they prevail- 
ed on the father and mother, and perſusded 
them not anly to forgive the daughter an her 
lover, but to approve, of their aarriage;.avit 
they bad been really conſenting to ite Loe, 
now the chief -pleader in this cauſe, and ſo en- 
voto woes the hearts of both father and 
iq bu. - {yhobaogw. es bie 


mother, that upon making the 2 
they me the infant aan their eſtate 
him. elne Mane 4 „ 1875 af 48 | 
All their eee to the cele- 
bration of the nuptials; for all the ceremonies 
of the church had been performed before: Don 
Diego took particular ſatisfactiom in his friend's 
good fortune, and contracted a intimate 
friendſhip with him than before. On the other 
hand, the knight ſtudied” nothing more than 
how to find opportunities of expreſſing how 
ſenſible he was of his obligation to him, For his 
care, and the fignal ſervitces he had done his 
beloved, who owned herſelf no leſs indedted to 
him for his kindneſs; s He 
' Moſt people thought that Don Bite having 
had ſo much experience of the many troubles 
and misfortunes the liſe of man is ſubject to, 
his own having been ſo often in danger, would 
for the future have lived within ſome bounds, 
and endeavoured to employ his time better, but 
the world was much deceived in him. He was 
ſo highly pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his adven- 
tures, that ĩt emboldened him to look out for 
others ſtill more dangerous. Beſides, he fancied 
that the night adventures, befallen to other 
men, which parents tell their children by the 
fireſide, as wonderful and prodigious accidents, 
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were nothing but mere cheats and fables. to 
ſcare fools; becauſe thoſe men being frighted 
at the firſt ſhow of danger, and wanting courage 
to ſee the utmoſt of it, have impoſed their wild 
notions upon others for wonders. In ſnort, 
they are generally weak people that tell us 
ſtories of Iſpirits and hobgoblins; for there is 
no ILY ſo en 3 timorous man's 
An. 217} n 0 ec trol Hon; "OH bin: 
aft STodt anion bob: i tinned} bro 
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| Tar Tay which bad filled Don Diego her 
for having come off ſo 'adyanitageouſly in ſo 

many perilous adventures, made him = 

all ſorts of dangers. ': He thought: himſelf now 

proof againſt any accidents; and believed that 

fortune could not control bis xeſolution. Up- 

on this conceit he ſtill fought:new:perils; to give 

the greater proofs of his valour, and gain the 

reputation of a hero, but inſtead of purchaſing 

that good name, he was reckoned a ran man 

of an extravagant temper; for whoſoe ver aſpites 

to be ſingular, draws upon himſelf either * 

en vy or the ſcorn of others. 
Don Diego was informed. that the crontllng | 
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waggons, which pu. Mc duſt 
in ſummer,” and of dirt in wititer, that is, be- 


twixt Toledo amd Madrid, performed cheir jour- 
ney by night For this reaſon; and that he 
might have the opportunity of eonvetfing with 
darkneſs, not to delight his kyes "With" ſeeing 
Toledo once mate, though à place the fun it- 
ſelf beholds'with' pleaſure, he reſolved: to un- 
dertake that great progreſs, which is juſt twelve 
leagues. He was alſo moved to it by an edtneft 
deſire he had to hear the railitig ati ribaldry 
there is betwixt the mean fort" of people ho 
travel that way. For this purpoſe;be put on 
the ſeryant's habit the ſolicitor's wife had beſos 
perſuaded him to” wear for her ſake} Jeſt being 
clad according to his quality}. he ſhould happen 3 
to give a check to the ftesdom dt thele' fort of 
people, and be diſappointed of the ſatisfaction 
he expected to receive in their Billingſgate and 
nonſenſe. Having armed himſelf with word 
and dagger; he left Madrid about eight at igt. 
The company he had in the waggen dont. 
of ſome country fellows, ſueh as contract” 
ſriendſhip over pot of wine; for in Spain they 
drink nolale. Don Diego took his place as it 
(ell to his lot, for no.complitnents ars uſed chere. 
As ſoon as the wheels Were got off th& ſtones 
* .one began to det his 2 making 
L. I. 
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«by; bis friends on that accopets/angther,that 
he ad picked his father's lock 19 get. money: 


of being topped by his creditors, In; ſhaprtyit 
vas mad. medley of. open confeflivn. of all 
their exploits, and ſcarce, three nds of ſenſe 


Sine oi bse Gre, enn fan 
breaks, and, all the wheels, run f in. Gontuſion 
out gf, their ordinary conſe Our adyentuter 
Was, amazed at this Babylonian confuſion. of 
tongues, and. no leſs tat the barharous, expreſ- 
ons. hetheard ; hut was, pleaſed, that, though 
the diſcqurſe. was not rhetprical. yet tO hic it 
Was new. ne told how he had paid, his foy 
at. taking leave angther, how, he had hen tre- 


3H 


+ Hurth, that he bid nohedy farewell, for fear 


tor he made, out of it. D ett d 


„ Wath, this pleaſant. diſcourſe then game 0 
Uleſcas, where, being at the inn door: before an 
ofathem alighted out of the Nag gon, they fell 


a bra ling about a leather bag;,which ſerved 
one of the empany for a dog hag and port- 
wanteau, and. being, now miſſing, q che ner 
would have; the waggoner to beaccauntable 
fox t. The all ſet un ihe cry, agajoſt him and 
from fou. words came, 10 blows, , che 
poor waggoner was, Knocked down; ne 
inn, much hurt, where. the Maid of tha inn then 
was, who * * her 


in — was revertheleſs taken coun | 
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waggon,” to make fits/tſcaþe; tran hiv fobt i- 
rope, and fell headlong upoit thb orice; whete 
he lay for dend: The -officers* of juſtite who 
are much of the temper of furgerne” hat with 
for nothing ſo ment as wounds” whil woken 
bones, came im reutlihy to ke th peate) bein 
as nimble wir cheir fret as” witty tag bands, 
when they ſee | 


They preſintly 4tkhniibv#/todls dpd 


ſent ſome vo gaolg "kind for- tile inte Ice 
they ſeixed the and miles alt hien 
they rather dos a0 ſerue their ow vurit than the 
public good. e eh 

Don Diego; ubm dn W not co 


de — — 
try, who prevailed with the mayor of the town 
to diſcharge: him His diſtzuiſe was the Oe. 
fon of his being put to that trouble? and thers- 
fore when a man god where he ib not knoten, 
it is neceſſary his habit ſhould vecbmmend him, 
beceule by that mogk peöpls gur ut is dual. 


and ſometimes at his Huthbut, He ſtaid ſeven 


or eight days at Hleſens Aiverting himſelf with 
682 


— — — 
ſent the eourtiers with afreſh treat: Si- lay in 
the ſame inn with Don: Diego,: who falling into 
&love-fick fit, ſhe endeayoured=tob applylithe 
cure mat by adminiſtering” potions'or*eotdinly; 
but by: bleeding his purſe; hence drew 
ſome ounces of gold Bu this metal beingithe 
very chlobd and fpirit that ſupports life fe. Of 
the finſt evacuations put im into fue conꝗi 
tion, that he refolved to make” uſe fn mote 
of that phyſician's” preſeriptions bus to diſmit 
her, or rather diſcard himſelf. Toithis purpoſe, 
he hired a mule; as unlucky a jade a the other 
he had quitted; only that being öſett to dh 


aalerable; 1 A ⁰h⁰⁰,s ont A foriiup 5 n. 
This mule having beeti hard wrought, und ul 
Ted had much adocto move; tibug ch rider 
did not forget to put her in mind with ine pre. 
She ſtumbled every ſtep ſſie Vent / whithifſecth. 
ed to fotbode that he would not go fur iO 
a fall and ſo it happened; this might Ae beth 
more fatal to ſhim than :itoway, M de nt been 
ſo frequently foremarned of whit hes tc Ex. 


pect. It vas a bleſſing hefwas f6 wall upon his 
guard ugaipſt his fall, for he muſt ve bieke 


his net, or not mudli mort f iti Ike to 
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pranks of the former he thought the latter more 


eee 
ſelf offi one ithe heil ſicte 
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3 
for all, hut that theo mefſengertdiappeted ito 
now him d bowmmoTnimewdie i 
Having made a thorough ſenrch and inquiry 
in dhe inn, he was very much concerned that he 
could hear no news of the arimirials, nor ſo much 
as find any hod y to bring into trouble; for thoſe 
men defite no more than 10 fin a ſubjoct itly 
diſpoſed, and they nom howto give it 4 form. 
Net knowing whether he had better go om or 
turn back, he ſtood at the inn gate, inquiridg 
of all comers and goers; Don Diego bearing 
bim company, and treatingim withmuch com- 
pleiſance, in requital for the f@avour h had ſhow- 
ed um. iſt as the day was hunting in, they 
diſcovered at a diftance, a funeral cuming to- 
vands them, attended by four religious and four 
hymen in mourners habits. Theſe came about 
_aSier,:canried by two: dufty! mules, on which 
—— — 


tus tbey hüben ſich ant fach-pevple, 
ſo and: — who had committed o notable 
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+ dery is in the coin! uncovering the Hier, 


* js a noble body, and 
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robbevy-at-Madvil . 
2 inpran Hf 
« a robbery committed by a famous female 
* thief, ſhe alone was ebο jedi it here 
is that robbery,” aufwered the officer full of 
« Alas! Sir? ſaid the religious ming" the v 


*-znd ſhe that has eommirted-it-is death. ne 
' as" precious as geld“ 
Then taking the officer by the haud, and dug 


ging him roughly toward the coffin; for he Was 
very ſtrong , Core, \Sir/” ſaid he; core and 


« ſee this" unzccountable robbery ;' come and 
+ ſee what mortals are ſubje& to.“ The officer, 
who was not uſed to converſe with the inhabi- 
tants of the other world,” not likirg thiut ort of | 
invitation, anſwered him in a very angry tote: 

pray let me go, father; I am hot eme hither 
* to call in queſtion the aQions d Beach: 'be- 
„ fides I have nv ſtomach to look ind caſt; 
the fineſt' creature in the world Minks within 
* four-and-twenty” hours after it in ea! und 
though yon compu,e thut body to gd, 1 U0 
not think it as incortuptible as that precious 
metal, which alone has that'privilege by na- 
ture.“ This ſid; he mounted achotſeback, 
and went his way, ..... HDD 

G 4 


4 Den magnet, ve 
Kuveral: fete. | 


—— — — 
He fat down, among them withtut any \ctie. 
mony, and they ſoon fell to dow | 
of healths upon healths, which Muſt have proved 
everlaſting,” had they received any ee 
their frequent! hearty draughts,” P14 910.46, 
The hoſteſs ſorhewhar pale | 
Den dere, to ſre thoſe mournin g corÞþanions, 
ſo little mortified, whilſt: they were attending 
death, vety innocently ſaid to them, 54 
ub, gentlemen;'cheer up, make üg err. 
Sue. and be merry, for I date fay, there ute 
*: others. that; lament for that por body 7b 
bring, God give. it reſt.” Ie that fat at the 
upper end. of che table; and dealt about Ihe ehe 
a he thought fit, anſwered her, Tou have 
„ſpolee ſuch a ſentence, ſweet heut as 1 itt 
«, „reed would drop from that barre mouth. 
It is very certain the houſe fron} Wach hir 
10 1 body came, for it ig ng poor one, 45 V0 | 
„call it, is now. under very exttordinary afie 
_ * tion; and an grieves them the more, is, to 


| — ADVENAUNING” no 

« eonfider that this perſam ua ben aw ſud- 
« denly, to their eternal ſorrow He died in ny 
« arms, and, m hands butied him. ff ray. to 
« God that we may carey, him ſufe tothe places 
« appointed, and be net feandatized"#0-ſevus- 
„take a little refreſument i thertrauble of at- 
« tending ,, him a- foot, requires good nouriſh- 
„ment.“ This ſuid, he rank: to the hoſteſt's 
health, and elapping a great glaſs of wine into 
her hand, deſired ihe would pledge him; for 
men call the complying with their extrava- 
gancies doing thein honour. Amidſt this mul- 
titude of health, que bf the maurners found 
his indiſpoſition, his head ptoving toc weak for 
the fumes of the wine he had drunk. He be- 
gan to ſtammer}þ und talk an unknown tongue; 
and at laſt dropt down in a trance! that made 
him look like the departed perſon for he fell 
into profound ſleep, the perfect image of death. 

It was about ten at night, when faeh of the 
company as were moſt itthelr Cenſes}atinking 
it time to departꝭ becãuſe they would'notthie' 
there all night, laid the bier upon the mules, 
which had. been as well fed as their maſters, 
and paid the hoſteſs very generouſſy wh gave 
them a thouſand bleſſings, and, made as many 
prayers for the depatted. hey deſired her to 
take care of the rr 
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follow hem hehe Aw ae; and ponjdeyng 
that theswohrner habit, ha, had 0h was of, 20 
uſe fox him 46. fax; there thæyiſtrinped him of 
it. ſeeming deſisous to hie anther man in his 
ſtead d nete cheir Pune Bog 
Den Diege prowpted bx his belli (cyrighty; 
for wa mayvell give {ugh a ham that which 
pretends: to diye imo thoſe things at is oa 
concerned; with. and, heing very deR to be 
particularly informed whither that funeral was. 
going. and who [the dead ꝓerſen rwas offered: 
them to ſul ap that vacant; place, and put on 
the mowing kobg. Tbey having found, hm 
to be:6,,gv06::60ap8nion.at.,the; ſupper, took. 
anathes view of him. obſerving that he had the 
lagks:of a man of courage, and agο,“U guard. 
and therefore received him wah open arms in- 
ſtead of the other that laꝝ entranged under d 
power of Bacghus, and ſo they ſet aut of the: 
ing:rtherrilgelyc ads hin et eee e 
No dener cwere theq out ofthe: village, hut 
they deſt the highway, ſtriking acraſs the nun · 
trysiat v our new. moutnen mas not 8. little 
ſurpriſed,” nat knowing whether they did it 
through nad fte. defignedlys but. durſt 
not aſk... They tiavelled in this mannar a bont 
deo hema il ae came. 10 —— : 
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is body. Well mid, "Er — 
re in the night, chm ib u eonventent place te 
livide it. Our adventurer was nevet fo Rartled 
in his life, as at the hearing of this propoſul not 
able to imagine'to what purpoſe chey would uſe- 
that dody fo 'batbaroufly. „He drew a little 

aide, and preſently perecived they were all uk. 
ing at variance abbut᷑ ſharing the limbs of the 
dead body. 14 From words they eame to blows, 
iraving out ſhort; hungers and piſtols they" had 
under their long toben, as welb therveligious us! 
tbe ſceulars) hiv Don Diego had not df. 
corered before. They grew to ſuch u heat; 
that after much clattering of their ſwobds und 
many wounds given, they fired theft piftols, 
which put the mules into ſuch a fritzht, that 
they fell a ſnbrtingy/braying and running us ſuſt 
as their legs could catry them Dom Diego run 
after to ſtop them but" they were ſo ſwiſt⸗ that 
before he could: overtabe them they wwete got 
into a hollow way and f avon}! that it W 
impoſſible to paſs by, and eme beſors them; 
bo that he was forced to follom ther wich much 

G. 6. 


he — league, — of 
death always before his eyes, and thinking on 
the ſtrange and ſudden converſion of thoſe re. 
ligious men into ſoldiers, wearing ſwords und 
piſtols about them inſtead of beads ani brevi. 
aries. He was amazed at their wickedneſs und 
barbarity, in deſigning to eut in pieces a body, 
Which, if of the quality they repreſented it 
deſerved to be preſerved entire g for: this he 
thought was a practioe altogether unuſual amang 

Chriſtians, who-allaw of the opening of bodies 
to embalm them, but not of quartering them 
like cattle. nn . 144104 ene 

-Whilt he was taken up with theſe thoughts; 
he found thimſelf near a ſhepherd's cottage, 
Where providence ordered it, that the mules 
ſtopped-of themſelves, which li they had not, 
they would ha ve fallen into a preripice with the 
dead body. The ſhepherds alarmed: by the 
| barking: of the dogs, came out of their cottage 
with light, and were ſomewhat ſtartled ſeeing 
this diſmal funeral pomp. Then Don Diego 


3 = - —_ — Lg v.42 — * * "Io 


9 — 07 
dead body, „inquiring whether there w·⁰ů hot 


ritably to aſſiſt that wanderung mourner, oon 
lueted him to the village uhere he found d re- 


verend curate, who had formerly had his wing 


in the world;-and-was'mow'/by che fran, or 


place, where he ſpent his days happily in his 


ſtudies and peace. He lodged the hving in his 
own | houſe, and the dead body in the ahurch; 
and it was very good luck to meet with ſueh 


an hoſt, as had lodgin g both for the li A* ing and 


the dead. The ſexton and others belonging to 
the church were called;--who/catridd the eDfHHt 
and the travelling corpſe into the chupeb belong 
ing to the patron uf the church we w Lord 
of the village. Don Diego took denbenof the 
laepherds that had d ed him ud nt. 
ed them both with gοο,jS words α⁰νẽ bountyy a 
lort of payment not onmmonii Being lefi alone 


with the good curate, he gave him a felation of 


lis ttrarge adventure nd his holt having gi- 
ven him a glaſs refwwine; and Tome” preſerved 
qunce:, cotdudte@ him to ia bedh io · iat, that ĩt 

3 Þ f 


till day. 'V hoſe: good: peaple being willing cha- 5 


— — dai. ode bs une 
be Kuck by it fo longs! dat ben tieigatiup te 
could go no farther a journey than frbmm the 
courtier. Tbe good ptieſt Was very well in. 
him to Ray there till neut day, to ſee whether 
any body would come to inquire after the corpſe. 
Don Diego liked his propoſal, ani oonſented to 
it. denn pune. nan 
| — Was 2 
ung by a pleaſant ſpring; they fell into diſnourſt 
of news, by which Don Diego pereeied thut 
the curate had not been bred among peaſants. 
This obſervatian, together with;his'own-narura 
curiofity to inquire after ev 
_ ta deſire the prieſt to tell Aim ihom 2) canoe 
ſettle his abode in that country dwelling The 
other being of a complaiſant temper to comply 
with e nnn 
a fallout a 
I Was — at Sevilley the only kindneſs 
7  fortuve. would have me indebted to her for, 


that I — 


LY 
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2 and - 
vine learning. chat he might leane meu mever 
« failing inberitanee g and bay. germis ſuiting 
with the employment my father kad een 


for me, 1 outſtripped moſt; aß my;fellow fiu- 
« dents, and ſoon took my: degrez.of doctor of 
che civil law, The, fame of this being Ipread 
abroad throughout: the aity. made man am- 
„ hitious to Marry met inte their füanilies. E 
had ſore beautiful maids, with-good fortunes, 
propoſed to me, ſufficieht baits to Allure ſen- 
ſuality and eovetouſneſs;, hut having as yet 
uo inelination to gonſine myſalf to the bande 
ol matrimony, E conld-not.apptove ot any of 
the propoſals ; ſo-that having rejected ſo muah 
vealth and ſe many beauties: an: migbt have 
moyed the moſt inſenſible te nleaſure and 
avarice ; and; having ej, wablioniithe 
perſuaſious of all thaſe that enden HνẽLH to 
engage me in matrimomy, t: wan generally 
concluded that I had ſome ſecret averſidnito' 
women; but the chatms fand perfections of a 
certain lady -baniſhed. the notidn aoncei ved of 
my being a woman · hater. Her, perfungt 


T ene, 


v. „and excellent wit, were irreſiſtidle 
92 « weapons} and indiflaluble ſpells, that, conquer. 
ed agd.coflaved all ſuch, as could gin admit. 
*.tance/to-her.,.. Among the many that aſpired 
+ 'to;this honour, - ſhe admitted of my TL my addrefes, 
« and not many days $ after, With. the joint con. 
«. ſept. of her friends and mine; the knot. of p pa 
ect union betwixt us was tied in the church. 
4 4 e her D in * hbapꝑy cond. 
a of war! 
„Date . fa HELL. a long tiine hut! 
muſt not dwell upon thoſe thoughts;theremem. 
«* brance of them would but reſeſh the wounds 
„which the loſs of her has made in my heart. 
This dear better half of me had a brother, 
C neee gallantries grew into ſuch 
ſcandalous extra vagancies, that he became 
« odious to all the inhabitants of Seville He 
often fell into the hands of «juſtice; and went 
through the diſgrace of à gad, Whente m/ 
care, or rather my purſe, ſtill delivered him; 
for it is certain money is the ſureſt friend upon 
« all, occaſions. A ſcandald dd dilorderly fu 
„of lite was become ſo habitual 20; him, That 
inſtead of being reſtrained by: the conſidera- 
tion of ſuch ſnameful puniſlyments/uagergone, | 
* ſince, virtue had no power over nim, dhe Bill 


* gave, bimſelf up inordinately 10 Vibe, Fer- 


ia i oo Son oa Foro Ms Foo Ea 
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gu eee e wunde 
- ererity 1 tot I Gt fi Pemvle ko He to 
„overcome His vieidus"thelinatione; 1 forbick 


„him my houfe, Und offlereg*all 05 fetviliits 


« to keep bit 0 ht free Labs bot nch orders 


« were in väif K lawgiver® müfk Proportion 
« the power tlie fübjects hade to bey, to the 


« laws he esche hr t 
« ved, they" chats kb Mer contemptible, 


„and are ſometies tile cafe of Eiturbing the 


« public pedce/ and h6foutce'6f fanty'tho 


«This was 0 0 and When T call to — 


« theſe things, T Cabhet 'forbear ſhedding ears. 


4 ſhould be aſfaméd to expoſe my werknels - 


« befote you Were 1 not" ednvinced that'you 


vill think rhe 'excfablb,wheti'you Raye Beutd 


« the cauſe. i Hoe Soft; MN Bed? 


„My wife I6vel ans bung ah as nature 


* obliged her, and as Her ou brother Tothat 
his debauchery and led life no way dimi- 


* niſhed her affectiön and therefore he counte- 
and füffst = 
"ed him to viſit her in my Abend He had 


* nanced his coming into my Houſe; 


ſpies that followed'me'continuallyy and ate 
„fully gave him notice of my return, that he 
* might be gone, or | at leaſt hide hithfeif before 
came home. But When DI fate purſues üs, 
it overtakes us in Utoke very ways wie take to 


they earmot be oBfer- 


y 
1 
j 
1 
” 
[ 


*4:aypidirits: bey uſed» to hide bin in m 
chamber, ina corner behind the bed whüörte 
| * my wife and I day 4 andithis- euntrivaneg l. 
Ding often proved ſucceſoſul, they fill made 
* aſe. of it; when{gever, they badoocafion, It 

happened that going home one evening and 
eee that chamber without thinking any 

„thing, the young man having been fabled by 
„his {pies, was ſurpriſed; and-thinking:to hide 
+* him{elf-haſtily, his foot hitched in table; and 
he fell flat on the ground. Lheating the fall 
_ *, without; ſeeing wo it was; for day was ſhut in, 

*, rag in ſwiftly and laid hold of hum pay he was 
© rifing to get into his hiding place, Uahappy 
„ haſte : I clapt my hand unfortunately on a 
had been a thief, ſtabbed him three times with 
wit, and he dropt down. At the me time! 
| being ſtruck with horror at this misfortune, 
trength-cnough, got up with his (word in his 
hand to revenge himſeif, and puſning at ran- 
dom in the dark, thruſt my wife ho 
me running in upon the:moife; throngh' the 
4 body, and then dropt don dend: I be de- 
«-igned that thruſt to kill me, he well knew 
where to give me my mortal wound, fince I 


— 
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in deſpair, accuſing myſelf bf :the murder of 
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«ſo far pon s mee eee e N 
« for my incontiderate ufferies/Iweht te Aker 


my brotherandaw and avife; Fwas/ceeft ito 
s priſon till-the\ buſineſ@-rame ton (trial; wut 
my affliction ſwelled to ſuch an ewnliinited ex- 
« ceſs that it diſttacted me; o th fromthe 
« common gaob I ws removed to e thad- 
« houſe ; where, for a long time; I was the ridi- 
« culous diverſion of my chemie, whocame'to 
« ſee me, for the ſatisfactiou of making me their . 
« ſcorn. However, through God's merey; Ire. 
covered of that diſtemper, though R ſcemed 
ineurable. I was then ſet ut Hetty, having! 
* ſuſtained. 2 conſiderable: hn th ih 


.(% Azithi ——— chewPore 
„and ten years/of age, w¹j awd umte herr, 
fell ſick of a hectic fever; and belt willing 1 
« W ˙· 0 
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| 4 Lwaswell enough-Uiſpoſcd For#Hiv'profellidh 
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he obtained of his hole (0 tehte: off the t. 
+ eeiyed;holy-urders, and {o beetwnechpablee 
+ holding tbis benefice, Which be! veſight ty 
to me. This is/theroocuafion" of my b 
to ſottle in ſuch a ſolitary countty militifion/ſy 
«+ agreeable to my temper, where my Oy eie 
is to fulfil the duty of my function to tlie bet 
« off my power. What ſpare hours 1 apt ute 
ſpent in reading good books, the! better to 
« enable myſelf to inſtruct thoſe? ſouls Ebmtnit· 
Don Diego admiring that reverend curhte 
ſtrange fortune, commented: his refolntion"bf 
place. Thus diſeourſing together af khr hip! 
pineſs of a oountry life, they came tothe cus 
rate's church, which they foumd open z and dt 
being unuſual at ſuch a time of day, the burate 
—— 
mourning, whb had juſt brought the body et 
the patron ———— xd td ebhbWvt 
lage, lately dead; and were in deop/oonteſt Witt 
the vicar and ſexton, becauſe they had laid a 
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rr 


of a robbery. committed upon him to thajẽðdt 


o 


demen wallas im che conn of cg dein 
— — — : 
brought, and. in caſe of failure he / promiſet ta 
temove it. His requeſt was granted uphον uh 
condition by bim prooſed. E Rn . nt h, 
ther it was an enthuſiaſtion fit of :propheegror 
madneſs that made im talk ſa, for they ſſay unt 
wadmen ſpeak ꝙꝓrophetically ſometimes . 
event will decide it. The truth is, he told the 
curate he had made uſe of that ſtratagem be. 
lieving that thoſe people would be gone the 
next day, and then they two might conſult 
where to bury that ſtray- corpſe timtu was left 
upon his hands, and on which he would beſtow. 
that aſt charitable act of Ohriſtian pie 
All the people of-the-willagei-wereteoncgrns 
"1 at their lord's.deathyy which they: aid was 
rough too much grief, concervedzion account 


ae of twenty-five. thouſand dubata in π ꝗ,ie 
noney and jewels: This (being a rohberyin 
vach-ſeyeral. perſons muſt have ahant, all that. 


beirs to tlie family, took-fpeciabieure; for then 


af his all look, as becauſe upon examination he 


being: put to the rack, he ſoon owWƷed as much 


"age | THE NIGHT ADVENTURBA. 


were any ways concerned; in hopes of beng 


owrrieads;! to have all poſſible ſeuroh made al. 
ter the robbers; ſo that having ſent out ofſicen 
and other people ſeverab ways, ſome of Them ut 
the entrance of a wood found aiman whom 
they taok upon ſuſpioion, as well ow''aceount 


ga va no good account of himſelf. They pre. 
ſemly ſearched him upon the ſpot; and found 
about him ſuſficient eireumſtantiul proofs for a 
farther trial; for in his pockets they found 
hocks, pieklocks, & c. They chat took bim 


ed to be the ſame where Don Diego was, and 


i He confeſſed he was the eighth perſon bon- 


cerned in the mighty robbery committed at 


- Maileid,: of à cabinet full of je wels and geld of 
a very great value. That for the bettet vemo- 


ving t out of Madrid without danger, hey bad 
contrived to diſguiſe themſelves; dome in the 


and to pretend it was a dead corpſe thep\wer 


2 


* 


_ carried him to the next village, j,] happen. 


u 
ſ 
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be the depensnt r | 
nels at Xetats, * gray eras . 
ken off his —— whew he 
awaked he run alter tem, lnowing-whnther 
they were to go, to get his part". of th bet) 
That before he could come up with them, his 
companions had fallen out about dividing the 

robbery, and had fought ſo furiouſiy at ſword 
and piſtol, which they had under their habite, 
that he found to dend upon the ſpot, and the 
teſt mortally wounded. One had loft: an a0, 
another was ham: ſtrung, @ third had his hend 
had left ſome of his fleſh and much blood 6 

the field of battle. That befides, he left em 
half mad, and eurüng one ahather bitteriyn be- 
cauſe, whilſt they were in their fury, murdering 
one another; a ſtranger taken anſteat of the de · 
ponent - had drove away the mules with the 


theft, ſo that they knev / not what was become 


of it, and he Wee ee 
of t nem ; 91 


ow to ce chagel hers the — 
the one of the lord, and there f his tres · 
fare, which, Providence had Men 
follow. when, dead, as vella, ling. fince hn 


heart Was in it. They preſently, opened iti in 
preſence, of ſeveral; wit neſſea, ener one ami - 
ring how ingeniouſly thoſe thie ves had diä 
buted their ,prize,. conſiding in-Ahree ors of 
things of yalug,filver, gald and precious Rones. 

1; Then Den Diego plainly underſtood the rid 
dle of the falſe religious, mani hen he told the 
allicer,. who met them at Xetafe,j.t bak wass 
precious\hody.. as noble as-galdjand: filver from 
head to foot, &. He. might. alſo boaſti that ha, 
once in his life, had the giſt of propheerys wen 


ſaid before, that, his dead, crpſet mas Wu 
way er __ of the. a of 


rate, who durſt 


Vol. I. 


— his lord, though they were none of his. 
dis done, he returned to Madrid. taking along 


another tomb. | wt 4 


cauſe of his-recavering){&'uch Wealth ordered 
the gaoler to-eottrive that the malefuttor might 
elcape, as it it had been by want of care id ſe- 


not refuſe the preſent coming 


H 


Don Diego was ſatisfied with his intentibũũ at 


His leave, He was forced to admit 


* yea q 


* 


NG Toledo, 2 ks 
alle, tad ven 1 

A time in diſbourſe uf [man's ſovereigu gbod, 
and the peace and tranquillity of ſuch us are 
free from worldly paſſi ons, and che true bla. 
ſings of this life. When our 'advennurerstopk 
preſent the lord had made the curute, that i, 
of one of the mules, in regard he had enn the 
cauſe of that bounty. Dou Diego, whoſe heart 
was haughty, could ſcaroe be prevailed on to 
take it, but was conſtrained at engt to ſubmit, 
ruther out of complaiſance than covetouſheſi. 
They embraced, and parted with ſincere affec- 
tion, Don Diego promiſing t write o him of- 
ten, and to ſond to him the news of the court, 
known the world. The hopes of thi dme 
ſpondenee alleviated the curate's trouble for 
this ſeparation; and the deſſte of retumiig 80 
Madrid made our adventure try whethet l 
neee of heuls(014 as af 61976! 
Hh SHAVE ©7 hae ff bcteiotly 
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Ir bad bees happy fu Dom Diego sto have 
malle a longer ſtay; that neverend chutch-. 
man, whoſe pleaſing and viuous gunyerſation 
might have ia time pDοαννe ed me ahange in 
his extravagant manners, The. company of 
good perſons often exeites 443-20; follow © their 
example; but Don Diego libertine temper 
was not to he contained within ther bound of 
ſociety, though he behaved himſe ff well enough 
when he was in it; for, beſides forme Jittle learn- 
ing he had, his excellent memory anilgeoll ſenſe 
made his converſation agreeable... However, he 
only loved to keep company with wild young 
fellows like himſelf, who had no other employ- 
ment but ranging the ſtrasts at midnight. A 
1oon as he returned to Madrid, he ſent to ac- 
quaint all his gang, deſiring them to meet at a 
acquaintanoe, and drink a glais together. Eight 
0: this mad gang; who loved to grope cut their 
fortune in the. darle, met at the-placerappointed, 
where they ſupped together, hy way; of club, 
chat exery man might be at his. full liberty, not 
obliged to one another; and have no r 
o make any compliment at parting, ... 
„ Y 
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When they had perforiel the" fölemffry af 
his welcome home, And offered facrncr to But! 
chus and Comus, the two deitie“ they Leue. 
larly honoured, they all Jalliett but in d 
with their guittars, to ſeretlade their iiſt 
and ſound a reveille't6 bin: hk" Hach rather 
have devoted their eyes to/Mbtphens, that their 
ears to Orpheus. Among theſe was un apothe- 
cary, whom they made their ſport; only becauſe 
they unexpectedly found themſelves by his ſhop, 
and Don Diego remembered he "owed him a 
good turn. He had lived very near our adven- 
turer when he fell ſick, aſter the death of Lean- 
der, and Sirena's becoming a religious; and be. 
cauſe he made uſe of another apothecary, this 
man, out of envy to his brother tradeſman, or 
to be revenged on Don Diego, never ceaſed 
rattling his mortar, and made more noiſe with 
flouriſhing his peſtle, and chiming'on the fides 
of the mortar, than with pounding his powders; 
and the ſhrillneſs' of the ſound gave ſufficient 
cauſe to ſuſpect that there was nothing, or but 
very little in it; ſo that fick Don Diego being 
very much diſturbed with this ringing, ſent ſe- 
veral times to entreat him to make Teſs noiſe; 
but he anſwered, that he this gut do what he 
pleaſed in his On houſe, fince pe elf ter z 
that he mull | work for 1 1 vin wr r he 


e — * it 
bim; and much more to this purpoſe; ſo that 


Don Diego as fain to make uſe of all his in- 
tereſt, friends, and money, to make him remove 
from thence, as he dich at laſt, becauſe he was 
but à quantezly,teganh and yet be bad not this 
ſatisfaction, till-tdwaxds,the, end of his fickneſs, 
after he had endured. very. much by him. 80 
that not thinking bioſelf; ſufficiently: revenged 
of him for his, mpertinencys being then acci- 
deatally Lt fancy to play, 
him a prank... O87! iran glad 2: 
Our braye adventurer being at this time high. 
ly inſpired by the fumes of Bacchus, whence 
molt of thoſe wonderful conceits proceed, which 
we commonly attribute to Apollo, . defired his 
companions to halt. Then advancing; eight or 
ten paces, he fell a knocking, furiouſiy at the 
apathecary!s dor, Who was going to qi and 
held the following dialogue with bim'z :- 
Apothecary. Who is there? Who is is that 
knocks at my gate ſo late? Sure they are ſome 
lunatics, or night magiſtrates, for no others durſt 
do ſo at ſugh an unſeaſonable hour. How now! 
Don Diego. Pray, Sir, do me the fayour to 
tell me whereabouts lives, a certain apothecary 
and half. doqqot, whoſe, name is Maſter Robert? 
Adorhecary, Maſter * ?, He is certainly 
H 3 


190 e . 
a whole doctör; and as For you, Bir nö, 
here, in this very place, and is the fame that ie 
talking to you in perſon; ſpeak fat y Wo 
have with me, fer E have mere int feep 
than toitamn 1 b brig, Nn 4001 


Don Diego. Sir, I beg your pasdem rt al 
my heart. I it poſſtble y ute the very mun? 
Pray , goed Sir, let me entreat yo. ts not de. 
ceĩve me, I am in more haſte than yo iαgine, 
and I muff needs ſpeak with Himſelf; Alas! 
poor gentleman; be'lE die rhis bout, if he has 
not help immediately. Pray, good Sir, oper 
the door; for God fake. 

- ApotBcotry.” I knew you not; 1 vil not open 
my door at unſeaſonadble hours; but tell me what 
ir i you want; ſpeak in Peiner tema for do 
not enderfland half what you fay,.! 0h 7 
2: Dow.Ditgo? O good Lord? Why 6055 60 tie 
wee without bein? I perceive” you" have not 
prepared that Medictne the phyſician Taid- he 
Nog! Arne and Teft the bill here 
Apotbertxy. God-a:mercy, banks to ti lan 
now Vega ts eomprehend. E it forthe New 
pontan gentleman, that is trotbled with the 
pain ut dis ſtemaen ?: ebe 
„en Deco. de verr mee F qe 4t 

" Aptrbecaty." Why; is be in fuch danger? My 
ſervam told me the phyfleian had not ordered 
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it till Tharkday, Whinh in hot gill; aſter to. mor- 
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Dun Diago. For Thurſday! Lard Sir, r 
do you talk ? Your man is miſtaken, and the 
poor gentleman will pay for it, at . te 
of his life and healt un. 

Apothecary, My friend, be abt W 40 
not fret, Lill pub on mycelothes directly, and 
aſſure yourſelf the compoſition will be ready in 
leſs than a quarter of an hour, hich will be 
tis OY the ee if A0 * 
pleaſes. bs 3374 
Don Diago. Make dats da — WHEY of 
God, but not with ſo much precipitation as to 
miſtake quid pra qua; you know the gentleman 
is 2 perſon that will requite-your' trouble. A. 
dieu, Sir; I am going to tell tham yquo ard 1004 
ming: after n t eiabio fred ad! blot 

Agnibe tan Gog, g; nb man queſtions my 
ability 1 5 yourſelf ATI! Four gh 
forance;/i; ba nad d men b<Neld yo dt 

Don Diego making 1 15 he were going home 
very haſtily; and trampling; hard on the flones 
to be heard, went off five or fix paces; and then 
returning ſoftly, drew near the hopy, and heatd 
the apothecary calling hit man, and ſaying, 
Hey boy, where is that laxative potiun I made 
* the dan before yeltendayy for th patient that 

JE 


© be good fo this man, the diſeaſe ſe is,almoſt 

* ſame, 'y6u* bes 'oply pane it-gut-ingo « little 

* mortar, and there make a an Wag of A little 
* Fr anus anbei, an and, a dram' Fe * 

* fron, then A rie, "Ke. 1 

us. have done n e 5 | 


to cuit the place for fear of ipoiling] his defign, 
for he could no longer forbear burſting « out into 
laughter. He returned to his companions, who 
had been likening to his dialogue, admiring what 
ſudden; andy it was that. took bim, without 
ſpeaking a word to them, to | go! beat up the 
apothecary, and banter him; wondering at, his 
readineſs to lay hold of the apothecary' on 
words to put the trick upon hin. 
told them, what orders the apothecary had gi- 
ven his man; about the compoſition of dhe me- 
dicine, and the terms of art he. -uled, at which 
they bleſſed” themlelyes a thouſand e and 
beſtowed as many curſes 2 GA 
© To fee: the event of the jeſſ. th ey dead 10 

watch his coming, out at the curnet of the ſireet, 
that they mitzlit follow him, and 'know the un- 
fortunate perfon: the potion. Was defigned | for, 
to be ſacrificed to their frolic. They had hot 
watched hore half | a | quarter of an wu ur before 
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es of * 
they fa. that" pecytioner 80 ung aut of his 
gs with the viol of the ppiſonous potion in 
his. hand, and; b ce » of, charging 
his man to take care of the 
lowed him cloſe at his heels for a dernde 
way, and ſaw kim go into the N capolitan gen- 
tleman's houſe he had ſpoke of, after knocking 
along time before they heard him. That gen- 
tleman was of. a very weakly diſpoſition, above 
ſixty years of. age, and wholly in the hands of 
the doctors and apothecaries; but though ſick- 


ly, he was worſe in conceit than in reality, 


which was a great trouble to thoſe that had him 


in cure. He Was of a melancholy. temper, which 


had ſo far the predominaney over him, that it 
led him into ſuperſtition, ſa, that he did not ſtiek 


to ſeek eaſe by charms and ſpells. His friends 


deſiring to divert him ſtom ſo great a crime, 
prevailed with him to bave one more conſul- 
tation of two able phyſicians beſides his own, 


where it was reſqlyed that he ſhould: take, a 


purge three days after, which was on the 'Thurk 
day allowing. The, patient was ſo eager to be 


cured, that he followed all their preſcriptions; | 


and the implicit, faith he had in the medicines, 
hoping in them 10: find; eaſe, from bia miſery, 


made him relifh- the most Joathſame andyuti- 


ſaroury potions, as if they had been nectar: 


EFT, 
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obſerving all rules 'preferibed"by ehe pu nenn, | 


and in taking the medie es eAC T he Hours 
appointed, he kept avilet de eh mnWein whit 
care” and Aeckif he confided ang while; 
other buſineſs But to" take the dedtdr bills 
and carry them to "the apbtbekury; 16-Hiit 
the otheriſervants hack hotlflng to tots &dheern 
memſeloes i it. Tus wan pertefving that 


the laſt conlultation ef phy fieinhs ave bis m. 


ſter ſome' ſmall reſpite, and that he was to take 
nothing in three days, made Uſe of that time 
to go int young maid he was in love With; 
und it fell out unluekily, that th. e apotheear 
brought his choice medieine, juſt after this nur- 
ng ſervant was gene abroad; ſo that the ther 
ſervants, and the patient bimfelf, belle bed the 
Pliyfician Bad thought nt to gire him ſfome 
potion beforehand; te prepare his body fer 
purging, and chat the ſervant had gotbe to nc. 
Auaint the apothecary with i. 80 the cbt. 
teous Neapolitan, without inquiring" anz fit 
ther, tock the cup, and” poured down the 
drenche wg 411 113 be woot 00 net Candy 

All un while ur adventurer and M gang 
wad in the'Abeet; füll of differcht theeghs. 
Some laughed ut the action, Whflm other; were 
much conteined, as foreſeeint the in ebuſe. 


= it 
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and refl Catisfied fer than rue, deförring ir ta the 1 
next day, to inquires after the ſueceſt of that 
velliſh purge; whith Fented Do Dizgo!s revenge - 
upon the life-of an innocent perſotts.- As'they 
went out of the ſtreet; they obſerved'theirrum- 
ber was not eomplete there being but ſeven left 
of eight that were at the apothectty's houfe, - 
which ſomewhat perplexed them 4 but one of 
them, who was better deqdainted with; the ab. 
ſent party's:ſecrets;-rold them they need not be 
concerned, ſor he was gone to ee | 
there was na neediof a guard. 

The reader, for his better Wen is s 
obſerve: that Maſter Robert; nt fumodus apothe- 
cary, had a daughter ſo beawvifgl,. that ſhe 
might vie with the moſt» eel biared-ladies: in 
Madrid. The knowledge of theſt favouts heu- 
ven had beſtowed on het; made her ſo vat an⁰0 
conceited. that ſhet valued heit if much above 
her quality q fon though but of mean parentage, 
yet ſhe had a haughty ſpirit and aſpirod to ume 
great fortune She ſdorned the addteſſes of. 
ſuch as were not above her tat thoughts they 
were very rich and oy Uelighted in Being. 
courted by gentletaen/ ſtille setufming ſuch ah. 

ablolute command over her paſſions that with... 
H 6 
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out wrontzint her; none ol all her arerv hould 
bouſt, That he ha@ gained the denſt wporhertin. 
| clnatigh;#/*$be.meintained: - herſelf: in this free: 
dom a long tbe; but at laſt Wodan, that com. 
panion of Don Diegcls. who! held flipped a/ 
from the reſt of the company, bein overcome 
by her perfections, was ſo dexterods; ur rather 
ſo fortunate, that he gained admittance to Do. 
rothy, ſo this beauty was called; byy the trieans 
of Maſter Robert's tnaid;-whom' de had gained, 
by the preſents he eontinualij made. ler. The 
truth is, he was fo well qualified; ſpeaking after 
the manner of the world, as might excuſe the 
amorous ORs r might de guilty ef for 
| is lake. N L | ov ob L.; 40. $417 aU1ca0p « eh 
This wan Mag bbs Wende perſons invited to 
| 4h meeting made to welcome our adventurer, 
was in complaiſance obliged to go walking 
tit them after ſupper, as he did, but with a 
\relokution/to Jexve that infipid/.diverfion, und 
Mi „way from the company; to repair to that 
which was much more delightful to him. This 
was the beautiful Dorothy;'whomthatimaid he 
ſo boudtifully re wanded, hall pur: hit in hopes 
of enjoying that very night ſodba ſeeintz them 
make to watts that quatter uf the towah white 
| his beß gel ay, be follawed them with the'bet- 
ter wil. HER *— 


s 
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and accordingly gave the: greateſt, commenda · 
tions oß ang in the gang to o adventutet. for 
his wit and contxiyange . In ſhort; it looked as 


if that xhimſythad been gut into bis head. n 


purpoſe, to-favgur his good fortune and the me · 
dicine he aſk el fo ſo earneſtly, deſigned to cool 
his amorous flame. bingo: ar 6195), i 
He ſeeing the apothecarꝝ go abroad, let his 
companions follomehins, and ftaid behind upon 
the watch, expecting the ſignal the maid Wes to 
give; for: to add to his good fortune, the aſſig · 
nation made him was, guſt at, the very time the 
maſter went out, as if he had contributed to- 
wards completing of Riodan's felicity. He Was 
ſcarce got to the Garner of. the, fixeet, hefgre che 
confident, by the conſent of the amorgus Do- 
rothy, came to the.door, and taking Riodan ho 
the hand, led bim, as if. he had been; blind and 
dumb, into hex; aniſtzels's chamber, obſerving 
firict ſilence, for fear of awaking, her mother. 
There Riodam found a candle burning, and Do- 
tothy ſitting nat the foot af her bed, half un- 
dreſſed, At his firſt coming in, the: pretended | 
to be ſurpriſed, fell a xailing at her maid. and 
farting up deſignedlxy, et, fall, her night. rsil, 
which coverge, het rea, and ſhowed her lover 
wanders of beauty; though tbe pretended to cop 
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could ſee through her artifice}/ but ſhs-did-it 
with ſo good a grace that it charmed him, He 
drew near in the moſt reſpectful manner endea 
vouring to exeuſe his boldneſs, and oblige; ber 
to grant him ſome favour; but ſhehcting much 
coyneſs and reſervedneſs, deſired him to be gone 
the ſame way he came; celling hita her bonour 
was too dear to her to part with at ſd enfy a 
rate, and that whatever he thought of her, he 
muſt be nothing of her but in à lawful 
WAGs 6201.,26 Aut. 28 ABS Jeb Gab 
bees Mundt dür upprae der virtuous 
reſolution, made her all the moſt ohliging com- 
pliments that could be imagined} for he had a 
ready wit, offering to give her what. affurances 
ſhe could. deſire of the ſincerity of his aſſectiun; 
and if promiſe of marriage would: ſatisfyy he Was 
ready to make it. Dorothy; being well diſpoſedd 
towards him, and wanting only à good pretence 
to give way to her inelination, tock him at luis 
word, and laid paper before hin, to petform 
what he had ſaid. The maid; at the ſame time, 
ſet a great, heavy, leaden ſtandiſm oni the table, 
which ſeemed to prognoſtioate the heavy bur - 
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writ the ſentence 6f hi condemnatiot, utid be- 
ing juſt ready to ſigtrit, he" looked upon Do. 
rothy, who ſmiled for joy to ſee him ſ forward; 
but as he turned his Head towards her, he d 
his hand on the ftandifh, WIe umleckny fel 
down om a great braſs mortar, chat ſcoed dy the 
leg of the table z /¾Hji bet n 39 
TF ſtad that pieretd Dorothy heürt. 
giving a ſound like the clapper of a great bell, 
which waked her tether: ee e 
in her bed; to obſerve Whenee it came! 
a light im her daughter's chamber, ſhe called 
her, and at the ſame time got but of ber 6 bed 
with much diffeculty, for ſhe was diſabled with 
age. Dotvthy® ferting” Me ſhould ſee Niodan, 
vas thruſting hirn out” of the root fuRt uf ber 
mother was coming in, which put the bld Wo- 
man into ſueh a ght, that fie dropped down, 
crying. Help. Help! Her daughrer diſturbed at 
this accident,” and fearing her father's return, 
whom ſhe dreaded mote than denth, inte diate- 
ly reſolved to uit the hôuſe, and tetyſng on 
Niodan's fidelity and affcretion,”t6 pot befſelf 
into his cuftod y- and run all hazards with hitri. 
The mail, "who had carried o the nitrite 
between them, fledl in their company, leuving 
her miſtreſꝭ on te groufH⁰, crying ut, tin me 
was hoarſe; for Belp, WERGh ws all ile Cue. 


Ar len es 
dong the reſt;] a. crony ef ber Sufbandy; wh 


99s dada ne etc ius bender Ati 
een, naked, with his word in the 


target in rhe Other? He Jeajch: 
ed and peeped into all the Comets; Hohes aud 
cranmies of the houſe ; but all the pain be took; 
only ſerred +> tear, the cob. 
Mels, n Yo ionevolss e e e 
Dorothy's father — 0 ed the Neapo- 
litan gentleman; with his . curſed; potion, came 
home and found all in confuſion, his wife half 
dead, and his friends ſtanding about, endeayour- 
ing to comfort her. Being told the cauſe of 
theſe firange alarms, it touched him ſo near, that 
he ſtood a while as if he had been ſenſeleſs, and 
void of motion. Let us leave them a while to 
recover themſelyes i in the arms of their kindred 
and friends, and go ſee what was the effect of 
the extravagant purge, compoſed by the-mali- 
cious ingenuity of Don Diego, and ſo innocent- 
I taken by the poor Neapolitan gentleman. 


It happened that the medicine being ſale, 


made vp of decayed drugs, and admimiſtered 


belles tit the patient h ftomach Pen Lade 
ee bad auen e gi, it 45 


befote the body was any way prepated for it, 


had. * * 8 
He — — and ſome- 
times added,, f On God. this rfatſe:+dog bas 


ing part af the night in; that grievous anguiſh, 
and about eight in the morning im came his va- 
let de chambre, who was to look to bim. in his 


fickne(s,, He found; his maſter groaning in a 
moſt diſmal manner, and all the ſervants con- 


doling him; and ãnquiring into the cauſe of it, 


the ivhole blame as laid at his door, for having 
leut the apothecaxꝝ, ho put him into that con- 
dition. He ſwore and proteſted he ne not 
what they ſaid ;; that certainly this misfortune 
had happened either through the malice or ãg- 
norance of the apothecary, who: always cons 
3 laying, they did not pre. 

e proper medicines for the patient. and that 
it was likely che had prepared this medicine of 
his own head, without the advice of the phy- 


fician ; faneying he might wark dame, Wonder, 
in hopes of a confeerable rexard;zyDhis-noton | 


was thought to be 
they were diſequrſing:of. i it, in ame the phy- 
ſician, who often viſitec this patient bhacauſehe 
gave better fees than other. They aſbed, he- 


ther he had e SOROS: dne emed 


murdered me He continued all the rmain- 
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his pains. This done, he went with the walet 
da chambre, and ac quainted the college:of phy- 
ficians with the apothecary's offende, who dm. 


plained to the magiſtrates, repreſenting to them 


how much the public was concerned, whereupon 
they inſtantly iſſued out a warrant: for appte- 


no go back and fee what condition he is in. 
Wben the firſt violent pangs of his affliction 
were over, he began to take heart, and reſolved 
to uſe the utmoſt means for retrieving-of his ho« 
nour, and revenging the affront he had received: 
_ After ſeriouſly reflecting on the whole affair, he 
conchaded that Agrimont had done bim this 
wrong ; this was the name of the (Neapolitan 
gentleman's valet de chambre; ànd that the 


better to compaſs his defign, he had ſent him 


word to make haſte and carry the medieine, to 
get him out of his houſe; whereas it qught not 
to have been adminiſtered that day. He called 
to mind that he had often heard him commend 
offer her his ſervice; beſides that he was nat at 


in a ſtrange conſter nation. He preſentiui gπ⁷9Wỹ 
the gentleman ſomething to carry off tha-poifon 
he had. in his body, and by degress caſed him of 


| hending of the unfortunate apotbecary,Let.us 
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this wrong.. 2944 an bah bun u at 
Upon this conceit ka wha viepae Wye 
to whom he told the whole matter, and what 
and it being natural for thoſe people to make a 
mighty crime of a ſmall conjecture, and to con. 
clude thoſe guilty againſt whom there is but a 
ſlight ſuſpicion; this lawyer repreſented theftory 
ſo lively with his bloody pen; and interſperſed 

with ſo much ſhow of ſeandal, that upon view 
of it, the judge ifſued out his warrant for'appre- 


| hending of the party accuſed; to anſwer the 


crime laid vo his charge Maſter Nobert follows 
ed his buſineſs ſo cloſe; and beſtowed his money 
o freely in the purſuit. that before many hours 
were paſt: he had ſerved his wutrant. Heem- 
ploy ed ſeveral officers after Agrimont, and had 
bim feized with a great deal of noiſe and di- 
ſturbance; though he cout hot imagine the 
cauſe of this hard uſuge. However, he bad his 
revenge-at the ſame” dime; for 'theriphyſician; 
who had informed againſt him, took no leſt care 
to ſee his watrant ſerved, and he knowing us 
little as Agrimont hy he was ſecured, imagimei 


ſct.eſtations, and unreatened to ue WF tat weis 

; concerned againſt him; but all availed nothing, 
fon he was clapped into gabl. > His friends'came 
to ſee him, and told him the hause df his Con 
finement, and at whoſe: ſuit he ws impriIoned, 
whence he concluded it was offty a piede of re. 
venge of the Neapolkat's;' to\elear-bis-vilet de 
chambre, and get him out bf priſon. Phe poor 
gliſterpipe broken with fo many diſaſtets im his 
old age, and having ſueh a powerful udverfary 
to contend with, was caſt down ard fell into 4 
burning fever, which had like te Ha ye türied his 
brain, as it waſted his bGd V 
In the meanwhile Agrimont fitiding himſelf 
accuſed of houſebreaking, and tivithing /# vir. 
gin of reputation, was in as fuir a Wy to run 
mad as his adverſary. His mäſter Was much 
concerned at his troubles, which went the near- 
er to his heart, becauſe he knew not how to-live 
without him. He ſpared no money to get him 
atiliberty, and to puniſh the apothecury ut the 
ſame time. In ſhort, for four days they were 


in ſtrangeiconfuſion and: trouble during When 


time, madneſs and death were ſtruggling he- 
3 lay hold ebe eee vchut ut 


— the contrivers f them. 
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The amorqus bende ben olf dhe besen 
Dorothy, was Virh het at Toledo here he ud 
formed the promiſe he left be- 
ind him paſigned, hen the unſbrtunate fall 
of the ſtandiſn happened he had een his | 
hand and heart to Dorothy as her 
having notice ſent him by a friend he connded 
in at Madrid, how many were in trouble upon 
his account, he writ to Mr. Robert, calling him 
father in-· law, and gave him an account of the 
happy ſucceſs of his rape, and how great a value 
he had for his daughter, whoſe beauty and diſ- 
cretion made him love her more than himſelf, 
and honour her as if ſhe had been a ptinceſs; 
and to conclude, that in a very few days he 
hoped to bring her to his preſence, to beg his 
pardon, and, at the ſame time, w_ ee 
of what ſhe had done. 5. 

The apothecary was ſo e with this 
letter, that as the grief for the loſs of his daugh- 
ter, had like to have been the death of him, ſo 
was he now in no leſs danger of loſing his life, 
through exceſs of pleaſure for having found her. 
He preſently, diſcharged A grimont, ſtopped all 
proceedings againſt him, offering to pay ull eoſta 
and charges; and to make him ſudh ameritly-for 
his reputation as he ſhould requlrr. Thid dont, 
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8 out nige ban Ki Robert 
till continued to be:reſpoutible;.av.a falſe cod 
for the dangerous meia he diſhed the Napoli. 

dan gentleman. Vet, after much examination, 

his ſimplicuy was mada to appearp and there 
action. he:was diſoovered to be the contrivet of 
in the interim, and having been a party aunoern. 
odd in all the offence, made uſt of ali dia ĩntereſt, 
and daid out much money to clear his father: in. 
oeedings againſt Don Diegaag 

He ſoon got off the apothecary, by virtue of 

a little ointment of Peru, wherewith he greaſed 

the ꝓhyſic ian thut pruſecuted him; but he found 

more difficult) in delivering aur adventurer from 
the hands of juſtice, for it n a hard matter to 
excuſe; him, after ſo many follies and extrava- 

Eancies as he had been accuſed: of, ta the di- 

ſturbance of ſeveral perſons. So that all the fa- 

vour he could obtain, through the modiation of 
ꝓoerful interceſſars, and the much greater au- 
hoxity of many dauble piſtoles beſtomed among 
the ofſicers, Was to confine him to be at home 
at {even.o'clock in winter, and at eight in ſum- 
mer, with a ſtrict prohihition nat te g9-abroai 
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before day, under pain of being locked upon 


and puniſhed as à night: · walker, 3 —_ 
and diſturber of the public peace: 
Thus our adventurer was 8 to e 


your to grow wiſer, and to obey this decree for 


fear Pant farther ſhame z and this order being yet 
but of a freſh date, he hitherto! obſerves it ex- 
aQly ; but it is to be feared he will not be long 
kept within bounds, but that he will be led away 
by bis natural inclination; and inveterate ill ha- 
bits, which may perhaps afford matter for a ſe- 
cond volume of his life and wonderful exploits. 


ots. 
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PLEASANT HISTORY. 


LIFE AND ACTIONS 
„ | | 
THE SPANISH SHARPER, P 

The Pattern of Rogues, and Mirror of Vagabonds, 


BOOK I. 
CHAP I. 
Giving an Account of his Birth and Country, 


| was born at Segovia, my father's name was 
Clement Paul, a native of the ſame town; T 1 
hope his ſoul is in heaven. I need not ſpeak off 
his virtues, for thoſe are unknown, but by trade 
he was a barber, though ſo high minded, that 
he took it for an affront to be called by any 
name but that of a hair-cutter. They ſay he 
came of a good ſock, and his actions ſhowed it. 
Vol. 1. 1 
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He was married to Aldonza Saturna de Rebill 
daughter to Octavio de Rebillo Codillo, and 
grandchild to Lepido Ziuracontt; The town 

foully ſuſpected that ſhe was of a Jewiſh race, 
though ſhe- ſtrongly urged the names of her 
progenitors, to prove herſelf deſcended from 


thoſe great men that formed the triumvirate at 


Rome. She was very handſome, and ſo famous, 
that all the ballad rhymers of her time made 
verſes of her, which were ſung about the ſtreets, 
She run through many troubles, when firſt mar- 
ried, and long after, for there were ſcandalous 
tongues in the neighbourhood that did not ſtick 
to ſay my father was willing to wear the horns, 
provided they were tipped with gold, It was 
proved upon him, that whilſt he was lathering 
the beards of thoſe he was to trim, a ſmall bro- 
ther of mine, about ſeven. years of ape, rifled 
their pockets. The poor child died of a whip- 
ping he had in the gaol; and my father was 
much concerned' at the loſs, becauſe he was 
ſuch a hopeful forward boy. He was himſelf 
a while in priſon for ſome ſmall trifles of this 
nature; but I am told he came off ſo; honour- 
ably, that at his firſt walking abroad one went 
behind flapping the flies. off his back; all the 
mob of the town followed, huzzaing and ſalu- 
ting him with turnip-tops and: rotten: oranges, 


3 


* 
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and the ladies ſtood at their windows to ſee him 
paſs by; for my father always made a good 
figure, either a- foot or a- horſeback. I no not 
ſpeak it out of h for every _ — 
am not guilty of it. dat! 
My mother, good woman, had ber ſhire of 
troubles. An old woman that bred me, com- 
mending her one day, ſaid, ſhe was of ſuch a 
taking behaviour, that ſhe bewitched all ſne 
had to do with ; but they ſay, ſhe talked ſome- 
thing concerning her being too familiar with a 
great he-goat, which had like to have brought | 
her to the ſtake, to try whether ſlie had any 
thing of the nature of the ſalamander; aud co d 
lire in fire. It was reported that ſhe had an 
excellent hand at ſoldering cracked maiden- 
heads, and diſguiſing of grey hairs. Some gave 
her the name of a pleaſure-· broker, others of 4 
reconciler ; but the ruder ſort,” in coarſe” lan- 
guage, called her downright bawd, and univer- 
{al money-catcher. It would make any body 
in love with her ſo ſee with what a — 
countenance ſhe took this from all perſons. I 
ſhall not ſpend much time in relating what a 
penitential life ſne led; but (ſhe had à ro 
into which nobody went beſides heiſelf, und 
ſometimes I was admitted on account of f 
tender years; it was all beſet with dead men's 
12 
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ſkulls, which ſhe faid were to put her in mind of 
mortality, though others in ſpite to her pretend. 
ed they were to put tricks upon the. living, 
Her bed was corded with halters malefactors 
had been hanged in; and ſhe uſed to ſay to 
me, D'ye ſec theſe ee I ſhow. them as re- 
membrances to; thoſe, I have à kindneſs for, 
that they may take heed how they live, and 
avoid coming to ſuch an end. | 
My parents had much bickering, above me, 
each of them contending to have me brought 
up to their trade; but I, who from my infancy 
had more gentleman- like thoughts, applied my. 
ſelf to neither. My father uſed. to ſay to me, 
My child, this trade of ſtealing is no mecha- 
nic trade, but a liberal art.“ Then pauſing 
and fetching a ſigh, he went on, . There is no 
+ living. in this world without ſtealing. Why 
do you think the conſtables and other officers 
hate us as they do? why do they, ſometimes 
dbaniſh, ſometimes whip us at the cart's tail, 
and at laſt hang us up like flitches of bacon?” 
(I cannot refrain from tears when L think of it, 
for the good old man wept. like a child, remem- 
bering how often they had flogged him.) “ The 
© reaſon is, : becauſe they would have no other 
© thieves among them but themſelves and their 
reer 
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« dangers. In my younger days I plied alto- 


« gether in the churches, not out of any religi- 
« ous zeal, and had been long ago carted, but 
« that T never told tales, though they put me 


« to the rack; for 1 never confeſſed but when 


„our holy mother the church commands us. 


« With this buſineſs, and my trade, I have made 


« a ſhift to maintain your mother as decently as 
« I could.“ You maintain me!“ anſwered my 
mother, in a great rage (for ſhe was vezed I 
could not learn to be a wizzard), © it was I that 


maintained you; I brought you out of priſon 


by my art, and kept you there with my mo- 
« ney. You may thank the potions 1 gave 
you for not confeſſing, and not your own 


„courage. My good pots did the feat; and 


« were it not for fear I ſhould be heard in the 
ſtreets, I would tell all the ſtory, how 1 got in 
« at the chimney, and brought you out at the 
top of the houſe.“ Her paſſion was {6 high, 
that ſhe would not have given over here; Rad 
not the ſtring of a pair of beads broke, which 
were all dead men's teeth ſhe kept for private 
uſes, I told them very poſitively L would ap- 
ply myſelf to virtue, and go on in the good way 
had propoſed, and therefore deſired them to 
put me to ſchool, for nothing was to be done 
without reading and writing. They approved 
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of what I ſaid, though they both muttered at it 
a while. betwixt them. My mother fell to 
ſtringing her dead men's teeth, and my father 

went away, as he ſaid, to trim one, I know not 
whether he meant his. beard or his purſe. I was 
left alone, praiſing God that he had given me 


ſuch ingenious parents, and fo n for my 
| advancement, 


＋ C HA.: Hi. Sn 

How I went to School, and what happened to me there, 
Tur next day my primmer wa bought, and 
my ſchoolmaſter . beſpoke; I went to ſchool, 
and he received me with a "pleaſant counte. 
nance, telling me I had the looks of a ſharp 
lad, and witty. That he might not ſeem to be 
miſtaken in his judgment, I took care to learn 
my leſſon well that morning. My mafter made 
me ſit next to him, and appointed me a monitor 
every day, becauſe I came firſt, and went away 
laſt, ſtaying behind to run on ſome errands for 
my miſtreſs, and thus I gained all their affec- 
tions. They favoured me ſo: much, that all the 
other boys were envious. I made it my buſi- 
neſs to keep company with gentlemen's ſons, 
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above all others, but particularly with a ſor of 
Don Alonſo Coronel de ZTunniga: I uſed to 
eat my afternoon's luncheon with him, went to 
his houſe every holiday, and waited on him 
upon other days. The other boys, either be 
cauſe I took no notice of them, or that they 
thought I aimed too high, were continually gi- 
ving of me nicknames relating to my father's 
trade. Some called me Mr. Scrape, others Mr. 
Tickle-Beard. One to excuſe his envy would 
ſay he hated me, becauſe my mother had ſuck- 
led two little ſiſters of his in the night; another, 
that my father had been ſent for to his houſe 
to frighten away the vermine, for nothing was 
ſafe where he came. Some, as I paſſed by, 
cried out, Cat; others, Paſs, Puſs, to ſignify my 
clawing deſcent. Another would ſay, I threw: 
- rotten oranges at his mother when ſhe was cart- 
ed, Yet for all their backbiting, I praiſe God 
my ſhoulders were broad enough to bear it; 
and though I was out of countenance, yet I 
took no notice, but put all up, till one day a 
boy had the impudence to call me, ſon of a 
whore and a witch; he ſpoke it ſo plain, that 
though I had been glad it had been better 
wrapped up, I took up a ſtone, and broke his 
head. Away I went, running as faſt as I could 
to my mother to hide me, telling her all the 
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him ſo.” Hearing what ſhe ſaid, and 


ſtory. She ſaid, * It was very well done 6 
„you, and like yourſelf ; but you wete in the 
* wrong that you did not aſk him who told 


always had aſpiring thoughts, I turned to her, 
and ſaid, Mother, all that troubles me is, that 


<« ſome of the ſtanders by told me I had no cauſe 


to be diſturbed atit ; and I did not alk them 
hat they meant, becauſe he was ſo young 


that ſaid it.” I prayed her to tell me, whe. 


ther I could have given him the lie with a fafe 
conſcience, or whether I was begot in a huddle, 
by a great many, or was the true ſon of my 
father. She ſmiled, and anſwered, God a- 


+ merey, lad! are you fo. cunting already, 


«you'll: be no fool, you have ſenſe enough; 


_ « you did very well in breaking his head; for 


„ ſuch things are not to be ſaid, though never 
* {ſo true.” This ſtruck me to the heart, and I 
was ſo very much out of countenance, that 1 
reſolved, as ſoon as poſſible, to lay hold of all I 
could, and leave my father's houſe. However, 


I difſembled; my father went and (cured the 


boy, all was made up, and I went to ſchool 
again, . My maſter received me in an angry 
manner, till being told the oecafion of the 
quarrel, bis paſſion was afſuaged, conſidering 


the provocation given me. Don Alonſo de 
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Lannigh's Fon and! 1 were very great all this 
while, becauſe he had a natural affection for 
me; and beſides, I uſed to change tops and gigs 
with him, if mine were better than his; I gave 
him any thing I had to eat, and never aſked for 
what he had; T bought him pictures, I taught 
him to wreſtle, played at leap frog with him, 
and was fo obliging in all reſpects, that the 
young gentleman's parents obſerving how fond 
he was of my company, would ſend for me al- 
moſt every day to dine and fup, 3 
to ſtay all night with him. 

It happened one day about Exfvfitnns, «s we 
were going to ſchool, chat à counſelor, called 
Pontio de Auguirre, pafſed by; little Don Di- 
ego ſeeing him, bid me call him Pontius Pilate, 
and run away when 1 had done. To pleaſe my 
friend, I did ſo, and the man was ſo affronted at 
it, that he ſcoured after me us hard as he could, 
with a knife in his hand to ſtab me, ſo that'T 
was forced to take ſanctuary in my "maſter's 
houſe, crying out with might and main. The 
man was in as ſoon as I; my maſter faved me 
from his doing me any miſchief, promiſing to 
whip me, and was as good as his word, though 
my miſtreſs, in confideration of the great ſer- 
vice I did her, interceded for me. He bid me 
untruſs, and every laſh he gave me, eried, Will 
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you ever call Pontius Pilate again?“ I an. 
ſwered, “ No, Sir,” every time he put the que. 
ſtion; and it was ſuch a warning to me, that 
dreading the name of Pontius Pilate, the next 
day, when we were ordered to ſay our prayem, 
according to cuſtom, coming to the belief (pray 
obſerve the innocent cunning) inſtead. of ſaying 
he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, believing ya 
never more to name Pilate, I ſaid, He ſuffered 
under Pontio de Auguirre. My maſter burſt 
out a laughing at my ſimplicity, and to ſee ho 
I dreaded the laſhing ; and embracing me, pro- 
miſed to forgiys the two firſt whippings I ſhould 
deſerve ; which I took as a great fayour. of for- 
tune, 95 kindneſs in him. 5 Ne 2800 
To be brief, twelfthtide came, and our r ade, 
| to divert. the boys, and make ſport, ordered that 
there ſhould be a king among us, and wðe caſt 
lots for that honour among twelve he, had ap- 
pointed for it. 1 was, the lucky perſon. it fell 
upon, and ſpoke to my father and mother to 
provide me fine clothes. When the day came, 
abroad L went upon a ſtarved poor jade of a 
horſe, that fell down upon his knees at every 
ſep, his back looked like a ſaw, his- neck like a 
camel's, but ſomewhat longer; his head like a 
pig, only it had but one eye, and that moon- 
blind; * this s play ſhowed the a of 
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his keeper, who made him do penance, and faſt, 
cheating him of his provender. Thus I went, 
ſwinging from ſide to fide, like a jointed baby, 
with all the reſt of the boys after me, tricked ' 
up as fine as ſo many puppets, till we came into 
the market-place, the very naming of it ſcares 
me; and coming to the herb-women's ſtalls, the 
Lord deliver us from them, my. horſe, being half 


ſtarved, ſnapped up a ſmall cabbage, Which no 


ſooner touched his teeth, but it was down his 
throat, though, by reaſon of the length of his 
neck, it came not into his belly in a long time 
after. The herb- woman, like the reſt of them, 
was an impudent jade, ſet up the cry, the others 
of the trade flocked about her, and among them 
abundance of the ſcoundrels of the market; all 
theſe fell a pelting the poor king with carrot 
and turnip tops, rotten oranges, and all the offals 
of the market. Conſidering the enemies forces 
were all foot, and therefore L ought not to charge | 
them a-horſeback, I would have alighted; but 
my horſe received ſuch a ſhot in the head, that 
as he went to rear, his ſtrength failing; him, we 
both came down into the keanel, Lou may 
imagine what a condition I was in. By this 
time my ſubjects, the boys, had armed them- 
ſelves with ſtones, and chärging the herb-wo- 
men, broke two of their heads. For my part, 
: "SS: 
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after my fall into the kennel, I was good for 
little, -untefs it were to drive all from me with 
ink and naſtinefs. The fficers coming up, 
| Teined two of the herb. women arid Was er W 
boys, ſearching” them for their weapons, which 
they took away, for ſome had drawn daggers 
they wore for the greater ſhow, and ſhort ſwords, 
They came to me, and ſeeing no weapon about 
me, becauſe I had taken them off, and put them 
into a houſe to be cleaned, with my hat and 
cloak, one of them aſked me for my arms; 1 
anſwered, that in that filthy condition, I had 
none but what were offenſive to the noſe alone. 
| I cannot but acquaint you, good reader, by the 
by, that when they began to pelt me with the 
rotten oranges, turnip-tops, &c. my hat being 
ſtuck with feathers, as they do the bawds in 
Spain when they cart them, I fancied they miſ- 
took me for my mother, and thought they threw 
at her, as they had done ſeveral times before. 
This fooliſh notion being got into my young 
head, I began to cry out, Good women, 
„though I wear feathers in my cap, I am none 
of Aldomza Saturno de Rebillo, ſhe is my 
„ mother” as if they could not perceive that 
by my ſhape and face: However, the fright 1 
was in may excuſe my ignorance, eſpecially con- 


fidering the misfortune carne ſo ſuddenly upon 


me. To return io the officer z he would wil. 
lingly have carried me to priſon, but did not, 
becauſe he could not find a elean place to laß 
hold of me, for I was all over mire; Some went 
one way, and ſome another, and I went directly 
home from the market place, giving all I met 
by the way a möſt helliſh perfume. As ſoon as 
I got home I told my father and mother all the 
ſtory, who were in ſuch a paſſion to ſee me in 
that naſty pickle, that they would have beat me. 
I excuſed myſelf the beſt I could; laying all the 
blame on the ſkeleton jade they had provided 
for me to ride ; and tinding nothing would ap- 
peaſe them, left the houſe, and went away to 
ſee my friend Don Diego, whom 1 found at 
home with a broken head, and his parents fully 
reſolved, for this reaſon, that he: ſhould go to 
ſchool no more. There was I informed, that 
my ſteed, finding himſelf in diſtreſs, ſummoned 
up all the ſtrength he had to ſalute his enemies 
with his heels, but was ſo weak, that he put out 
his hips with the effort, and lay in the dirt ex- 
piring. Conſidering that all the ſport was ſpoil- 
ed, the mob alarmed, my parents in u rage, my 
friend's head broken, and my horſe dead, I re- 
ſolved to go no more to ſchool, nor to my fa- 
ther's houſe, but to ſtay and wait upon Don 
Diego, or rather to bear him company, Which 
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his parents were well pleaſed with, becauſe their 
ſon was ſo taken with me, I wrote to my father 
and mother, telling them, I had no need to go 
to ſchool any longer, for though I could not 
write a good hand, that was no fault, becauſe it 
was more becoming me, who deſigned to be a 
gentleman, to write an ill one; and therefore, 
from that time I renounced the ſchool, to ſave 
them charges, and their houſe, that they might 
have no trouble with me. I acquainted them 
where, and what poſt I was in, and that I ſhould 
ſee them no more, till they gave me leave. 


apy CHAP. III. _ 
How 1 weat 10/4 beter air 


_m Aung reſolxed t to ſend his Gon to a amet of 
ing · ſchool; both to wean him from his tender 
keeping at home, and at the ſame time to eaſe 
himſelf of that care. He was informed there 
was a maſter of arts in Segovia, whoſe name was 
Cabra, that made it his buſineſs to breed up 
gentlemen's ſons; thither he ſent his, and me 
to wait on him. The firſt Sunday after Lent 
we were brought into the houſe of famine, for 
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it is impoſſible, to; expreſs the penury. of the 
place. The maſter was a ſkeleton, a mere ſhot- 
ten herring, or like. a long flender-cane, with a 


litle bead, upon it, and red haired; ſo, that 


there needs no more to, be ſaid to ſuch as know 
the proverb,“ That neither cat nor dog of that 
colour arg. good.“ His His eyes almoſt | ſunk into 
his head, as if he had looked through a perſpec- 
tive glaſs, or the deep windows i in a linen dra- 
per's ſuop; his noſe turning up, and ſome what 
flat, for the bridge was almoſt carried away with 
an inundation of a cold rheum, for. he neyer, had 
the pox, becauſe, it.colts money; his beard. had 
loſt its colour for fear of his mouth, which, be- 
ing ſo near, ſeemed, to, threaten , to eat it for 
mere hunger; Bis teeth had many of them for- 
ſaken him for want of employment, or elle | 
were baniſhed for being idle livers ze bis neck, AS 
long as à crane's, with the gullet ſticking out, ſo 
far, as if it had been compelled, by neceſſity to 
ſtart out for, ſuſtenance ; his arms withered; bis 
hands like a bundle of twigs, each of chem, 
taken downwards, looking like a fork or a pair 
of compaſſes; with long ſlender legs. He walk- 
ed leiſurely, and whenſoever he happened to 
move any thing faſter, his bones rattled. like a 
pair of ſnappers. His voice was weak and hol- 
low ; his beard bulby and long, | for, he never 
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Ada Vn though un 
it was fo odious to hit to feel the barder's hands 
all over his face, that he could rather die than 
_ endure it. One of the boys cut his hair. In 
fair weather he wore a thread-bare cap, an inch 
thick in greaſe and dirt, made of a thing that 
was once cloth, and lined in fearf and dandruff 
His caffock, ſome faid, was miraculous,” for no 
man knew what colour it was of; ſotme feeing 
no ſigu of hair on it, concluded it was made of 
frogs ſkins; others ſaid it was a mere ſhadoy, 

or a phantom; near at hand it looked fome. 
what black, and at a diſtance bluiſh. He wore 
no girdle, cuffs nor band; fo that his long hair 
and ſcanty ſhort caſſock made him look like the 
meſſenger of death. Each ſhoe might have 
ſerved for an ordinary coffin. As for his cham. 
ber, there was not fo much as a cobweb in it, 
the ſpiders being all ſtarved to death. He put 
ſpells upon the mice, for fear they ſnhould gnaw 
ſome ſcraps of bread he kept. His bed was on 
the floor, and he always lay upon one fide, for 
fear of wearing out the ſheets ; in ſhort, he was 
the ſuperlative degree of avarice, and the very 
ne plus of want. Into this prodigy's hands I fell, 
and lived under him with Don Diego. The 
night we came, he ſhowed us our room, and 
made us a ſhort ſpeech, which was no longer, 
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out of mere good huſbandry. He told us how = 
we were to behave ourſelves, and the next morn- 
ing we were employed till dinner time; thi. 
ther we went, the maſters dined firſt, and the 
' ſervants waited. | The dining-room was us big 
as a half peck, five gentlemen eat in it at one 
table: I locked about for the cat, and ſeeing 
none, aſked a ſervant,” who was an old ſtander, 
and in his leanneſs bore the mark of the board. 
ing-ſchool, how it came they had none? The 
tears ſtood in his eyes, and he ſaid, What do 
« you talk of cats? Pray who told you that 
cats loved penanee and mortification?” Tur 


to me, was the beginning of ſorrow; but 1 


worſe ſcared, | when | I obſerved that all thoſe 
who were before us in the houſe; looked/like fo 
many pictures of death. Maſter Oubra ſuid grace, 
and fat down, and they eat à meal, which had 
neither beginning nor end. They brought the 
broth in wooden diſhes, but it was ſo clear, that 
a man might have ſeen to the bottom had it 
deen ten fathom to it. I obſerved how eagerly 
they all dived down after a poor ſingle pea that 
was in every diſh, Every ſip he gave, Cabra 
cried, * By my troth there is no dainty like the 
olla, or boiled meat and broth, Let the world 
' ſay what it will, all the reſt is mere gluttoby 
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and extravagancy.“ As ſoon as the words 
were out of his mouth, he farted out all the 
porrenger of broth, ſaying, This is good for 
the health, and ſharpens the wit.“ A curſe 
on thee and thy wit, thought I, and at the ſame 
time ſaw a ſervant like a walking ghoſt, and no 
more ſubſtantial, bring in a diſh of meat, which 
looked as if he had picked it off his bones. A. 
mong it was one poor ſtray turnip, at whoſe ſight 
the maſter faid, What, have we turnips to- 
« day, no partridge is, in my opinion, to com- 
«4. pare to them. Eat heartily for I love to ſee 
„you eat.“ He gave every one ſuch a wretch- 
ed bit of ' mutton, that I believe it all tuck to 
their nails, and between their teeth, ſo that no 
part of it ever went into their bellies. Cabra 
looked on, and ſaid, Eat heartily, for it is a 
«. pleaſure to me, to ſee what good ſtomachs you 
® have.” Pray do but think what a comfort 
this was for them, that were pining with hunger. 
When dinner was over, there remained ſome 
ſcraps of bread on the table, and a few bits of 
ſkin and bones in the diſh, and the maſter ſaid, 
Let this be left for the ſervants; they mult 
« dine too; it is not for us to gormandize all.” 
A vengeance on thee, and may what thou haſt 
eaten choke thee, thou wretched miſer, thought 
I; what a conſternation have you put my guts 
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into. He gave thanks, and ſaid, No let us 


« ſome, exerciſe until two of the clock, left your 
« dinner do you harm. I could no longer 
forbear laughing for my life, but burſt out. into 

a loud fit. He was very angry, and bid me learn 

to behave myſelf modeſtly, ripping up two or 
three old mouldy ſentences, and ſo went his way. 
We ſat down, and I ſeeing ſuch ſhort commons, 
and hearing my guns roar for provender, being 
cunning and ſtronger than the reſt, clapped both 
hands in the diſh, as others did; and whipped 
down two ſcraps of bread out of three there 
were left, and one kin. The others began to 

mutter, and making a noiſe, in came Cabra, 
ſaying, “ Eat lovingly together like brethren, 
« fince'God- provides for you, do not fall out, 
for there is enough for you all“ This ſaid, 
he returned to ſun Hhimſelf, and left us to our- 
ſelves. I declare it, there was one of theſe ſer- 
vants, his name Surre, a Biſcayner, who had ſo 
abſolutely forgot the way and method of eating, 
that he put a ſmall bit of cruſt, which fell to his 
ſhare, to his eyes twice, and knew not the third 
time how to carry it to his mouth. I aſked for 
drink; the reſt, who had ſcarce broke their faſt, 
never thinking of it, and they gave me a diſni 
with ſome water, which I had no ſooner laid to 


« give way to, the ſexvants, and do you.gouſe = 
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ur en but the ſharp- gutted lad 1 ſpoke of 
matched it away, as if had been Tantales, and 


unt he Stieg wver be Aube iu e We 


mow” e the table in moſt ſorrowful 
| ner, perceiving I was in a houſe, where they 
N — but would not permit them 
to pledge. I had occafion to untruſs, though! 
had not dined, and aſked an old ſtander, for the 
neceſſary houſe; he anſwered he knew not 
where any was, There is no ſuch thing“ ſaid 
he, in this houſe, you may caſe yourſelf any. 
where this one time, 2 
, occafion again as long as you ſtay. 
* been ham two end. nd . 4 wa 
* {ach thing, after the firſt day, when T parted 
with the ſupper I had eaten at home.“ It h 
impoſſible to expreſs my trouble and woncern; 
and confidering how little was like to 80 into 
my belly, mmm 
6 e 


aſked me how he ſhould do to perſuade his guts 
that they had dined, for they would not believe 
it. That houſe was an hoſpital of dizzy heads, 
proceeding from empty ſtomachs, as others are 
of ſurfeits. Supper-time came, for afternoon- 
ings were never heard of there; it was much 
ſhorter than the dinner, and not mutton, but a 


Thus we paſſed on till night. Des De 


N * % PEEP — * e Ss ww = 


little roaſted goatʒ ſure the devil 8 
have contrived worſe. Our ſtarveling Maſter 
Cabra ſaid, It is very wholeſome and beneſi- 
« cial to eat light ſuppers, that the ſtumach may. 
nat be overburdened; and then he quoted 
ſame curſed phyſician, that was long fince in 
hell, He extolled ſpare: diet, alleging that it 
prevented uneafy dreams, though he knew that 
in his houſe it was impoſſible to dream of any 
thing but eating. Our maſters and we fupped, 
but in reality none of us ſupped. We went to 
bed, and neither Don Diego nor I could ſleep 
one wink all that night, for he lay contriving 
how to complain to his father, that he might 
remove him, and I adviſing him ſo to do; and 
at laſt I ſaid to him, Pray, Sir, ate you ſure 
ve are alive, for, to tell you. the truth, I have 
a ſtrong fancy that we were ſlain in the battle 
« with the herb- women, and are now ſouls ſuf 
fering in purgatory, in which caſe it will be 
to no purpoſe to talk of your father's fetching 
us away, Without he has our fouls prayed out 
of this place of puniſhment.” Having ſpent 
the whole night in this diſcourſe, we got a little 
nap towards morning, till it was time to riſe; 
ſix o'clock ſtruck, Cab called, and we all went 
to ſchool; but when J went to dreſs. me, my 
doublet was two handfuls too big; and my 
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breeches, which before were cloſe; now hung ſo 
Jooſe as if they had been none of my own. My 


very teeth were already all furred, and looked 
as yellow as amber; ſuch a wonderful change 
had one day wrought. When we came to 
ſchoel, I was ordered to decline ſome nouns, 
and was ſo wonderful hungry, that 1 eat half 


my words, for want of more ſubſtantial diet. 


Any man will eafily believe this, who does but 
hear what Cabra's man told me, which was, that 
at his firſt coming he ſaw two great Flanders 
geldings brought into the houſe, and two days 
after they went out perfect racers, ſo light, that 
the very wind would carry them away ; that he 
faw maſtiff dogs come in, and in leſs than three 
hours they went out converted into greyhounds: 
That one Lent, he ſaw abundance of men, ſome 


thruſting their heads, ſome their feet, and fome | 


their whole body, into the porch; and this con- 
tinued a long time, very many people flocking 
from all parts to do fo ; and that he king one 


day, what could be the meaning of it, Cabra 


was very angry, but one in the crowd anſwer- 
ed, Some of thoſe people are troubled with'chil- 
blains, others with the itch; and others with lice, 
all which diſtempers and vermine died as ſoon as 
they came into that Houſe, ſo that they never 
felt them more. He aſſured me this v very 
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true, and I, who was acquainted” with” the 


houſe, believe if, which I am fain to take no- 
tice of, leſt what I ſay r we n 4 ge 
as an hyperbole. toi er 
Io return to the fehool, be ſer us our le leſſon; 
and we conned it, and ſo we went on in the 
{ame courſe of life I have here delivered, only 
that our maſter added bacon in the boiling of 


his pot, becauſe going abroad one day, he was 


told, that, to boil meat without bacon, beto- 
kened a ſcandalous race deſcended either” from 
Moors or Jews. For this reaſon he provided a 
ſmall tin caſe, all full of holes, like a nutmeg- 


grater, which he opened, and put in a bit of ba- 
con that filled it; then ſhutting the box cloſe; 
hung it with a ſtring in the pot, that ſome re- 
liſh of it might come through the holes, and 


the bacon remain for the next day. Afterwards 
he thought this too great an expence, and there- 
fore for the future only dipped the bacon into 


the pot. It is eaſy to gueſs what a life we led 


with this ſort of diet and uſage. Don Diego 


and I were in ſuch a miſerable condition, that 
ſince we could find no relief as to eating, after 
a month was expired, we contrived, at laſt, not 


to rite ſo early in the morning, and therefore re- 


{olved to pretend we were ſick, but not fever- 


ib, becauſe that cheat we thought would be 


n 
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p aſi torres The head br Wörhach Wer. 
inconſiderable diſtempers zt laſt we fig : we 
had tha: geipes, and were ſick for want öf grits 
to ſtool in three days, believing, that rather 
than de at a penny charges, our maſter would 
apply na remedy The devil ordered worſe 
than we expected. for Cabra had an old receipt, 
whigh deſcended: to him by inheritance from 
his father, who was an apothecary. As ſoon as 
he. was told our diſtemper, he prepared a clyſter, 
and ten years of age, that ſerved him for a nurſe 
upon oceaſion, ordered her to give each of us a 
Potion backwards. She began with Don Die- 
go; the poor wretch ſhrunk up; and the old 
jade being blind, and her hands ſhaking, inftead 
of giving him it inwardly, let it fly betwixt his 
irt and bis back up to his very poll; ſo that 
became an outward ornament, which ſhould 
have ſerved for a lining within. The young 
man cried out; in came Cabra, and ſteing what 
had happened, ordered I ſhould be ſerved next, 
and they would come again to Don Diego. | 
was dreſſing myſelf very haſtily; but all would 
the old woman gave it me; but t requite 
her kindneſs, returned it albintacher face. Ca- 
bra was in u rage with ma, and ud h _ 
| | | 32 * 
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was all a cheat; but I was not ſo fortunate. 
We complained to Don Alonſo, and Cabra 


made him believe we did it out of idleneſs,” be- 

. our hopes and ent teaties came to nothing; dur | 

4 maſter took the old woman into the houſe, to 

' | dreſs the meat, and lock after the | boarders, 
F turning away his man, becauſe he ſpied ſome 


crumbs of bread on his coat upen a Friday 
1 morning. Only God kaous how we were 
q plagued with the old woman. She was ſo deaf, 
that ſhe. heard nothing, but underſtood by ſigns, 
though ſhe was half blind; and ſuch an ever. 
laking prayer, that one day the firing” of her 
beads broke over the pot as it was boiling, and 
our broth came to table ſanctiſied. Some ſaid 
thcle are certainly black Ethiopian peaſe; 
others cried they were in mourning, and won- 
dered what relation of theirs was deat. © Our 
maſter happened to bite one of — ww it 
pleaſed God he broke his teetnn. 
On Fridays the old woman — 
ſome eggs, but ſo full of her reverend grey trairs, 
that they appeared no4eſs aged-than herſelf.” It 
was a common practice with her to dip the fire- 
ſhovel into the pot inſtead of the ladle, and to 


ſerve up portengers of broth ſtuffed with coals, 
Vol. I. K 
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| ſpin, all which ſhe threw in to fill up and cram 
the guts. In this miſery we continued till: the 
next Lent, at the beginning of which one of 
our companions fell ſick. dane fave char. 
ges, delayed ſending for a phyſician; till the pa- 
tient was juſt giving up the ghoſt, and deſired 
to prepare for another world; then he called a 
young quack, who felt his pulſe, and ſaid, Hun- 
ger had been beforehand with him, and pre- 
vented his killing that man. Theſe were his 
laſt words; the poor lad died, and was buried 
meanly „becauſe he was a ſtranger, This ſtruck 
mal ſtory flew, all about the town and came at 
| laſt to Don Alonſo Coronel's ears, Who having 
no othet ſon, began to be convinced of Cabra's 
inhumanity, and to give more eredit to the 
words of two mere ſhadows, for we were no 
better at that time. He came to take us from 
the boarding-ſchool, and aſkej, fer us, though 
we ſtood before him; ſo that finding us in ſuch 
a deplorable, condition, he gave out pineh - gut 
maſter ſome hard words. We mere cartied 
away in two chairs, taking leave of oh ſamiſh- 
ed companions, who followed us, aa far as ahey 
could, with their eyes ande viſhes, lamenting 


nad bewgiling, as thoſe do who remain flaves at 
= ELY 
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$ Wan we came to Don n they 
d laid us very gently into two beds, for fear of 
K rattling our bones, they were fo bare with ſtar- 
p ving ; then with magnifying” glaſſes, they be- 
t gan to ſearch all about our faces for dur eyes, 
8 and were a long time before they ebuld find 
s out mine, becauſe I had ſuffered” moſt} being 


treated like a feryant,” and conſequentiy mine 
was ſuperlative hunger. Phyficians were call- 
ed, who ordered the duſt ſhould be wiped off 
our mouths with fox-tails, as if we had been 
paintings; and indeed we looked like the pie. 
ture of death; and that w ſhould be 'nburiſh- 
ed with good btöths and light meats} fbr far of 
overloading our weak ſtomachs Wo can be 
able to expreſs the rejoicing there Was in dur 
guts, the firſt good ſoup that we taſted; and af. 

terwards when we came to eat ſome foi? All 

11 
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| theſe things to them were unknown Des 
_ doctors gave order, that for nine days 0. 
body ſhould talk in Fro, chamber, becauſe our 
ſtomachs were ſo empty, that the leaft word re. 


turned an echo in them. "Theſe and ſuch like 

precautions uſed, cauſed our ſpirits to return to 
us in ſome meaſure ; but our jaws; were ſo tan- 
ned and ſhrivelled up, that there was no ſtretch. 
ing of them, and therefore care was taken that 
they ſhould be every day gently forced out, 
and, as it were, ſet upon the laft with the bot. 
tom of a peſtle. In a few days we pot up to 
try our limbs, but ſtill we looked like the ta. 
dows'of other men, and fo lean and pale, as if 
we were lineally deſcended from/the fathers in 
the deſert. We ſpent the whole day in praiſing 
God for having delivered us out of the clutches 
of the moſt inhumane Gabra, and offered up out 
earneſt prayers, that no Chriſtian might ever 
fall into that miſerable thraldom. If ever, when 
we were eating, we bappened to- think of the 
miſerable boarding-ſchool table, it made us fo 
hungry; that we devoured twice as much as at 
any other time. We uſed to tell Don Alonſo, 
how, when Cabra ſat down to table, he would 
inveigh againſt gluttony, though he never knew 
any thing of it in his life; and he laughed bear- 
tity, when we informed him, that, in ſpeaking 
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of the commandment. * Thau ſhalt nat Kill,” 
he made it extend to partridges. and. capons, 
and ſuch other dainties as never came. within 
his doors, and even to killing of hunger, which 
he certainly counted a heinous fin, and: there · 
fore bad an averſion, againſt all. eating. We 
were three whole” months upon gur recoyery, 
and at the end thereof Don Alonſo began to 
think of ſending his ſon to Alcala, to figiſh his 
Humanity, He aſked me whether I would go, 


and I thinking E cauld never be far enough - 


mine, offered; to ſexve his ſon! faithfully, as en. 


perience ſnauld ſhow; He proxided him anos 
ther ſervant, in the nature of a ſteward, to look 
to him, and give an accquat. of the money be 


ſent for his expences, by bill upon ane Julian 
Merluzza, We put all our equipage intu a cart 


belonging to one Diego Monge; it conſiſted of 
2 ſmall bed fox our maſter, and a truckle bed to 
run under it, for me and the ſteward, whoſe 
name was Aranda, five quilts, four pair of ſheets, 


cight pillows, four hangings, a trunk of linen, 


and other furniture for a houſe.” We went our - 
{:lves into a coach in the evening, a little be- 
ore nightfall, and about midnight came to the 
eyer accurſed lone inn of Viveros. The inn- 
keeper was of Mooriſh race, and a downright 
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0 peaceable a that day. "Fe received üs ve 
lovitigly; becauſe he and the Eutterv Went Ticks, 
for we travelled ſo flowhy7 fat rhey Were there 
befbre us. He came to the bonchdide> have 


nie bis hand to alight, and used e, @Whe. 


«ther L Was going to the wer my don TM 
him 1 Was. He put ths into tie bgüſe, Whete 
two ſharpers were witk ſome Wenchern a'cvrate 
praying by them, un old cobetöds Mopkeeper 
endeavouring to ſpare hi ſupper, und twoſcoin. 
drel ſhabby ſcholats, eontriving how do fill their 
bellies free coſt, My maſter, us being the" lat 
comer,” and but à boy, ſaid! “ Landlord; get 
« what you have in the houſe fbr me td" two 
L ſeryvants.“ We are all your ſervants Sit,” 
ſaid the ſharpers, and will wait on you! Here, 
* landlord, take notice, this geritlemany will ſa⸗ 
* tiefy; fetch out all you have in the harder,” 
This ſaid, one of them ſtepped up to Doh Die- 
go; and taking off his cloak, laid it by, "ſaying, 
„Pray, Sir, ſit down and reſt you?" This puf. 
fed me up ſo full of vunity, that”-the inn was 
too little to hold me. One of the damſels fald, 
What a curious ſhaped gentlemam it is; ls he 
going to his ſtudies?: Are you this" ſervant, 
« Sir?” I fancying that every word they faid 
was ſincere, anſwered, That T and the other 
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were both his ſervants,” They aſked me his 
name, and it was ſcarce out of my mouth, be- 
fore one of che ſcholars went up to him, wi 
tears in his eyes, and embracing him, s if he 
had been his brother, ſaid, O my dear Dow 
Diego, who would have thought, ten ye 
« ago, to have ſeen you thus: Unhappy man, 
] am in ſuch à condition that you will not 
« know. me. My maſter and I were both 
amazed, and ſwore we chad never ſeen him in 
our days. The ſcholar's companion ſtared Don 
Diego in the face, and ſaid to his friend, Is 
this the gentleman of whoſe father -you - told | 
me ſo many ſtories; it is:extraordinbry fortu- 
nate that we have met him, and know him; 
© he is grown very tall 5 God bleſs him.“ With 
this he began to bleſs himſelf, and ſeemed. ſo 
overjoyed, that any man would have thought 
we had been brought up together. Don Diego 
made him many compliments; and as he was 
aking him his name, out came the innkeeper, 
and laid the cloth; and underſtanding the ban- 
ter, ſaid, Let that alone, and talk of it after 
© ſupper, for the meat will be cold.“ One of 
the ſharpers ſtepped up, and ſet ſtools for every 
body, and an arm- chair for Don Diego; the 
other of them brought in a diſu. The ſcholars 
ſaid,. „Do you ſup, Sir, and-whilſt they dreſs 
K 4 


«. what the houſe affords for us, we will wait 
« on you at table.“ God forbid,” anſwered 
Don Diego, pray, gentlemen, fit dow if yu 
« pleaſe.” The ſharpers; though he did not 
ſpeak to them, readily anfwered, © Preſently, 
good Sir; all is not ready yet.“ When 1 fay 
ſome invited, and the others invite tllemſelves, 
my heart was in my mouth. and I dreaded: what 
came to paſs; for the ſcholats laying” bold of 
be ſalad, which was a good diſhful, and look. 
ing upon my maſter, ſaid, It would be unrea- 
+ ſonable tliat theſe ladies ſhould be left ſupper- 
«leſs, where a gentleman of ſuch quality is; 
„pray, Sir, give them leave to take a bit.“ 
My maſter, like a true cully, invited them to 
partake. They fat down, and between the 
ſcholars and them there was but one ſingle let - 
tuce of all the ſalad left in a trice, which laſt 
bit Don Diego had; and as the damned ſtu- 
dent gave it him, he ſaid, Sir, y had a 
„ grandfather, who was my father's uncle, that 
« ſwooned at the fight of a lettuce, he was a 
«4 man of ſuch an odd diſpoſition.” | This fad, 
he tumbled'down a btick of bread, and his com- 
panion did the like. The, damfels had made. a 
great hole in a good loaf ; but yet the poor cu- 
rate eat more than all of them with his eyes and 
wiſhes, the ſharper bringing in a whole fide of 
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kid roaſted, and a diſh, af f pigron mug 
boiled, took; their Places at the table, fing to 
the prieſt, Why father, what makes yor ftand 
„there? draw gear. and reach 3 pit, 4c Don 
Diego treats us all No ſooner; were he 
words ſpaben, but he. fat down. When, my 
maſter perceived that they had all intruded up- 
on him, he hegan to be much concerned. They 
divided the ſpoil, giving Don Miego ſome fem 
bones to pick, the reſt the curate and the others 
devoure: hs ſharpers fad, Pray, Sir, do 
* not est, tos much ſupper, left it does. yo 
hatm; and the curſed ſcholar anſwered, 
« Beſides, Sir, 3 you mutt begin to practiſe to be 
* abſtemious, © confidering- the liſe you are to 
lead at Alcala,” 0; and the ather fervant 
prayed heartily that God would put it into their 
hearts to leave ſomething; and when they had 
deroured every bit, and the curate was picking 
the bones over again, one of the ſharpers turn- 
ed about, and ſaid, God bleſs us, we haye left 
nothing for the ſervants ; come hither gentle- 
* men, Here, landlord, give them all che houſe 
" affords; take this piſtole to pay. for it,” Up 
ſtarted ' immediately my-:mafter's , confounded - 
imaginary kinſman, I mean the ſcholar, laying,. 
With your leave, good Sir, 1 PR tell vou, 
I fear your breeding is not much; it is a ſages: 
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will provide for his — as phy outs 
400, if we had any, as he bas done, for us,” 
„Be not in à paſſion, Sir,” replied the other, 
Ive did not know ſo, much before. When! 
law all this fly, diſſimulation, If began to curſe 
chem, and thought I ſhould never have done. 
The cloth was taken away, and they all defired 
Don Diego to go to bed. He would, have paid 
fax the ſupper, and they anſwered, In the mon- 
uh: will be time enough. They ſtayed a while 
charting together; 1 maſter aſked the ſcholar 
his name, and he anſwered, Don ſomething Co- 
ronel. The devil confound the deceitful; dog, 
whereſoever he is. Then perceiving that the 
griping ſhopkeeper was aſleep, he ſaid, Will 
« you have a little ſport; Sir, to make you 
laugh? Let us put ſome trick upon this fel- 
low, who has eaten but one pear upon the 
„road, and is as rich as a Jew.“ The ſharpers 
tried, God- -a-mercy, Maſter Licentiate, do ſo, 
it is but reaſon.” With this approbation be 
drew near the poor ſleeping old fellow, and 
flipped a wallet from under his feet, untied it, 
and took out a box, all the company flocking 
about, as if it had been lawful prize taken in 
war. He opened it, and found it full of Lo- 
zenges; all which he took out, and ſupplied 
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their place with ſtones, chips, and any rubbiſlt | 
that came next to hand. Then he eaſed him- 
ſelf a: top WY and over the excrement 
laid about a dozen of little "glittering ſtones 
there are among fome fine lime in Spain, with 
which they plaſter the outſides of houſes, and it 
glitters in the Taft Ike bits of glaſs! This done, 
he ſhut up the box, and ſaid? I have not done 
pet, for he has à leather bottle, out of which He 
poured all the wine, only ſome little he left in 
the bottom, and then ſtuſſed it up with tow 
and wool, and ſtopped it. The ſcholar put all 
again into the wallet, and a great ſtone into the 
hood of his travelling coat, and then he and all 
the reſt went 3 to ſleep — pete _ 
letle more. pa eee D 
When it was time to ſet but, all this cuupeny 
110 and got up, and ſtill the old man fleep- 
ed; they called him, and he ebuld not get up 
for the weight of the tome that vas in bis hood. 
He looked to ſee · what it was, and the innkeep- 
er pretended to quarrel with TY ſaying, God 
„is my life, could you pick up nothing elſe to 
carry away, father, but this ſtone. I had been 
* finely ſerved, gentlemen, if 1 had not diſco- 
vered it; I valde it above au hundred crowns 
becauſe it is good for the pain in the ſto-— 
* mach. The old man ſwore and banned, that 
— | K 6 
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be bad not put it into his hood, the ſharperd 
reckoned up the bill, which came to ſix crow 
but the beſt arithmetician in Ohriſtendem could 
| never have made out that.ſum;, The. ſchalatt 
aſked what ſervice they could de us at, Aleala;; 
the reckoning was paid, Wwe break faſted, and the 
old man took up his wallet 5 but fbr fear we 
(ould- ſee what he had in it, and fo he might 
be obliged to diſtribute any, he untiediit in the 
dark under his great coat, and laid hold of a bit 
of lime well daubed, Which he clapped into his 
mouth, and going to crunch it with a tboth and 

a half he had, was like to loſe them both. He 
began to ſpit, and make faces, What with the 
pain, and what with the loathſome bit he had 
put into his mouth. We all went un to him, 
and the curate among the firſt, aſking, What 
nuiled him? He began to curſe and ſwear, drop - 
ped down the wallet, and the ſcholar came up 
to him, ſaying, + -Go behind me, Satan, here 
is the qroſs. The other opened a bteviary, 
and would perſuade him he was poſſeſſed, till 
at laſt he told what ailed him, and begged they 
would give him leave to weſh his mouth with 
ſome wine he had in his leather bottle; They 
let him go, he opened his bottle, and pouring 
into a ſmall diſh, out came a little wine, fo 
. bairy and full of tow, that there was no drink- 


—— nt "a 
ing, or enduring the fight of it. Then the old 
man fell a raving beyond meaſure; but ſeeing 
all the compatzy/burk their ſides with laughing, 
waggon with the ſharpers and wenches. Phe 
curate and ſcholars mounted on aſſes, and we 
went inte "the coach. We were ſcaree gone 
from the door; before they all began to banter 
and ridicule us, declaring the trick they ad 
put upon us. The innkeeper eried * Good 
_ * maſter freſi. water ſcholar; a few of theſe 
« handſels will make you old and wile.” The 
curſed ſcholar faid, Pray, coufin, the next 
time ſcratch when it itehes, and not'after-. 
„ wards!” In ſhort, every one had his ſay ing; 
but we thought beſt to take no notice, though, 
God knows, we were quite out of countenanoe. 
At length we got to Alcala, and alighted at an 
inn, where we ſpent all that day, for we eame 
in at nine in the morning, in reckoning up the 
particulars of our laſt — 1 | 
make out the ae. Fe P44 Pe G08 Ake. 
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an he evening, before-it was dark; We 
left the inn, to go to the houſe that had been 
hired for us, which was without St. James's 
Gate, in a court full of abundance of ſcholars; 
but in our houſe there were only three families 
of us. The owner, or landlord of it, was one 
of thoſe who believe in God out of complaiſance, 
or only in out ward ſhow, ſuch as they vulgarly 
called Moriſco's, becauſe deſcended from the 
Moors; for there are abundance of this ſort of 
people, and of thoſe that have great noſes, and 
cannot endure the ſcent of bacon. Yet I do 
not by this mean to reflect upon the people of 
quality, which are there very numerous, and 
unſpotted in blood. The landlord received me 
with a worſe countenance than if I had been an 
inquiſitor; I know not whether he did it to 
make us reſpect him the more, or whether it was 
the. nature of the beaſt, for it is no wonder they 
ſhould be ill natured who are of ſuch bad prin- 
ciples. We brought in our goods, made the 
beds, and reſted that night. When it was day, 
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all the ſcholars in the houſe came in their ſhirts 


to demand entrance-money of my maſter, - He 
being an utter ſtranger to that, affair, aſked me, 
What it was they would, be at? whilſt L at, the 
{ame time, for fear of what might happen, thruſt 
myſelf between two quilts, with only half my 
bead out, like n tortoiſe. They demanded a 
couple of erowus, which were given them; and 
they ſet up. &-helliſh cry, ſinging, Long live 
our companion, and let him be admitted into 
our friendſhip; let him enjoy all the privi- 
« leges of a freeman, and be allowed to have 
« the iteh, to be greaſy; and as hungry as we 
« are,” This ſaid, pray obſerve the privileges; 
they all tumbled down the ſtairs, we dreſſed our - 


ſelves, and ſet out for the ſchools. My maſter 


was conducted by ſome collegians, his father's 

friends, and ſo tock his place in the ſehool; but 

I being to go to another place, went all alone, 
and began to quake for fear. I had ſcares ſet 
my foot into the great court, hefore they all 
faced me, and began to ery,“ A novice.“ The 
better to colour the matter, I fell a laughing, as 
if I had not regarded it; but it availed me not, 
for eight or nine of them ſtanding about me be- 
gan to grin and laugh out. I bluſhed; would 

to God I had not, for immediately one that was 
next me clapped his hand to his, noſe, and Reps = 
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alarm with their throats,. and by their cough- 
ing, and opening and ſhutting. of their mouths, 


L perceived they were preparing a volley of 


glanders for me. By this time a brawny bump- 


kin - ſcholar, who had got a cold, ſaluted me 


with a dreadful one, ſaying, Thus I. begin,” 
Secing myſelf beyond all hope of redreſs, cried 
out, I vow to God you ſhall —— 1 would have 


ſpoke out the reſt, but there fell ſuch a loath- 
ſome ſhower upon me, that 1 could not utter a | 
word more. I had covered my face with my. 


cloak, and ſtood ſuch a fair mark, that they 


| all ſhot at me; and no doubt but it was worth 
while to ſee how they took their aim. By ths 


time I was daubed all over from bead to foot; 


but a fly dog obſerving. that I was covered, and 
had nothing on my face, came running towards 
me: crying out, as if he had been in a paſſion, 


«Enough ; do not; murder him,” I thinking 


_ by-their-uſage that they, had really diene, 


Then they all 
oed, toppang, their nodes. 1. thinking to 
eſcape that way, held my note. too, and; id, 
* You are in the right, gentlemen, here is a 
great ſtink. They all burſt out a laughing, 
and getting farther off, gathered about an hun- 
ared ſtrong. They began to hauk, and give che 
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uncovered myſelf, to ſee how the caſe obd, and 
that very moment the villain, ho made all that 
voile, ſhot a glander juſt 'betwixt my two eyes 
Conſider what an anguiſh I was in; the hell-/ 
hounds gave ſuch a ſhout, that it quite amazed 
me; and I concluded, from their cleanſing of 
their ſtomachs upon me, that, to ſave the charge 
of apothecaries and doctors, they took the ad- 
vantage of new comers” to purge! themſelves, 
After all this, they would have necked me as 
they do rabbits to kill them; but there was no 
touching me, without, carrying off ſome part of 
their loathſome bounty, which hung all about 
my wretched, cloak, then turned grey with filth, 
though. it came in black. They left me, look: 
ing all over like an old man's ſpitting-ſheet. 1 
went home, though. I ſcarce knew the way 3 
and it was good luck that this happened in the 
morning, for L met but two or three boys, who; 
I believe, were good natured, for they only 


threw half a dozen dirty clouts at me, and went 


their ways. I got into the houſe, and the Moors 
iſh landlord ſeeing me, fell a laughing, and made 
ſhow as if he would have ſpit upon me; which 
1 dreading, cried out, Hold, landlord, for I 
am not the picture of Chriſt.” Would to God 
[ had never ſaid it, for he laid me on ſeveral 
pounds with the weights he hall in his hand. 
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Having got this Soo help, befides all the reſt, 
though half revenged, I went up, and was a 
long time before I could find out where to take 
hold of my cloak” or caſſock. Ax laſt 1 took 
them off, hanged them up! in a n and bib 
me down upon the bed. | 
My 'miter” coming” in found me Ae 156 
not knowing of my loathſome diſaſter, was in a 
paMon; and fell a tugging me by the hair ſo fu 
riouſly, that had I not waked immediately; he 
had made me bald before my time. I ſtarted 
up, crying out, and complaining, and he flill 
more paſſionate, ſaid, is this the ſervice 1 am to 
expect from you, Paul! J muſt turn a new card. 
Tuis went to my heart, and I anſwered; © You 
are n great comfort to me, Sir, in my afflic- 
« tions 5 do but fee what a condition that cloak 
and eaſſock are in, which have ſerved for 
_ handkerchiefs to the filthieſt noſes, and ſpits” 
« ting-ſheets to the fouleſt throats that ever 
« poiſoned clean linen.“ This faid, 1 fell a 
weeping; - which he perceiving, believed me, 
looked for the caſſock, and ſeeing it, took pity 
on me, and ſaid, Paul, look out ſharp, and 
take care of yourſelf, for you have no father 
or mother to take your part here.” I told 
him all that had befallen me, and he ordered 
me to ſtrip, and: go to my chamber, where fout 


ſervants of the other lodgers in the houſe lay; 
I went to bed and ſlept, and being refreſhed 
with that and a good fupper, I found myſelf as 
well as if nothing had happened to me. But 
when misfortunes begin to fall, there is ſuch a 
ſeries of them linked together, as if they would 
never have an end. The other ſervants came 
to bed, who, all faluted and aſked me, Whether 
[ was ſick, and what made me ſo ſoon a- bed? 
told them the Whole ſtory; and immediately, 
as if they had been innocence itſelf, they began 


to bleſs themſelves, and ſaid, Was there ever 


« ſuch wickedneſs. ated? This would not be 


« tolerated . among, infidels.”; Another cried, 


« The proctors are in the fault, that they do not 
take care to prevent it. Shall yo know 
them again * JL anſwered, I ſhould not, and 


thanked them for the kindneſs they ſeemed: to 


ſhow me. This diſcourſe held till they ſtripped, 
went to bed, put out che candle, and & fell a- 


ſleep, as if 1 had been with my mo 
thers. It was about twelve of the clock, I be- 
lieve, when one of them waked me; roaring out 
in a diſmal manner,“ Help, Help, they kill me, 
thieves!” At the ſame time there was a noiſe 


in his bed of talking and laſhes. I held up my 


head, and ſaid, What is the matter there? 
As ſoon as ever I uncovered myſelf, they laid 


cher and bro- 


21% fn marc OF PAUL 
| mo on the back with mighty cat and nine-tails. 
| l ctied: out; and wauld have gat up; the other 
complained as much as I. but they unly flogged 
me. I called out to God for vengeance, but 
the laſhes fell ſo thick upon me, they having 


pulled all the clothes off me, that 1 bad no 
other refuge but: to creep under the bed. 1 did 


ſo, and immediately the ather three, who ſeem. 


ed to ſleep, began all ta rar out, and I hearing 
the laſhes; till, coneluded that ſome firanger 
ſcourged us all. In the meanwhile the hell. 
hound that was next me; ſkipped unto; nay. bed. 
This: done the laſhes ceaſed, and all four of 
them got up, crying gut amajn, It is a great 
« villany, and not be endured. Still E lay un- 
der my bed, whining like a dog that is pinched 
in a doon, and ſhrinking myſelf alt up, as if I 
had bean drawn together by the cramp. The 
others made as if they bad ſhut the door; then 
J crept out, got into my bed again, and aſking, 
whether any bf them was hurt, they all com- 
plained bitterly. I lay down, covered myſelt 
up warm, and fell aſleep again; and happening 


to tumble about in my ſleep, when I waked, I 


found myſelf all daubed up to my very neck. 
They all got up, and I pleaded the flogging for 


an excuſe to lie a-bed. The devil himſelf could 


ont turn me from one ſide. I was full of con- 
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fulion, configering whether: the fright, and dif. 
order had occaſioned my committing that heaſt- 


lineſs, or Whether 1 did it in my fleep,. In ſhort 
I was innocent and guilty. at the ſame time, and 


knew not What encuſe to malte for myſelf. My 


chamber-fellows drew near to me, complaining, 
and lily aſked me how I did; I anſwered, Twas 
very ill; for I had been cruelly laſned; and in- 

quired of them, What the meaning of it could 


be? They replied, We will anſwer for it, ho- 


© ſoever it was ſhall not carry it to heaven, nor 
hell; for the cunning man will tell us all; 
but waving that, let us ſee whether you are 
not hurt, for you made a piteous complaint,” 
So ſaying, they went about to take off the bed - 
clothes, to expoſe me. By this time my maſter 
came in, ſaying, * Shall I never make any good 


„of you, Paul? It is eight of the clock, and 


you are a- bed ſtill. Riſe, you ſhameleſs ſeouns 
% drel.” The knaves, the better to impoſe up- 
on me, told Don Diego the whole ffory, and de- 


ſired him to let me reſt; but one of them added, 


* If you will not believe me, Sir, let us ſee, bro» 
* ther;” and then he laid hold of the bed- 
clothes to uncover me. I held faſt with teeth 
and hands, for fear of diſcovering the filthy ſe- 


cret ; and when they found that way would not 
do, one of them eried, Ads bobs, what a ſtink 
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„i here. Don Diego ſaid ſo tob, becduſe i 
was matter of fact; and then they all began to 


look about the room, whet er chere was ever a 


cloſe-ſtool, | or other filth, ſaying, there wa no 
enduring of the place; and one of them added, 
We ſhall have a ſine time of it, to ſtudy in 
« this room.” They looked into the beds, and 
removed them all, to ſee under, and then fad, 
* Doubtleſs there is ſomething under Paul's bed, 
« let us remove him into one of ours, and lock 


4 there.” I perceiving this was like to be un. 


avoidable, and that they were juſt going to lay 
hands on me, pretended I had a fit of the falling- 
fickneſs, laid about me on all hands, and made 
ſtrange faces. They underſtanding the cheat, 
took the faſter hold of me, crying, What a 
« pity it is.” Don Diego held and pulled by 
my: middle finger, accounted a help in that di- 
ſtemper ; and ſo at length, between them all 


- five they raiſed me up; and when they laid open 


the ſheets, ull ſmeared and daubed from' the 


head to the feet, they burſt out into ſuch a loud 


laughter, that the room ecchoed. Poor lad,” 
cried the impudent ſcoundrels, whilſt I pretend- | 
ed to be in a ſwoon, © pull him hard, Sir, by 
2 that middle finger; and my maſter thinking 


he did me ſome ſignal ſervice, tugged till he put 
it out of joint. The others propoſed: cramping 
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my thighs, to fetch me ta myſelfi ſaying, Alas, 

« poor lad, no daubt but be, hefguled himſelf | 
«juſt now when the fit came upon him,“ It is 
impoſſible to expreſs the.anguiſh I. Was in, what 
with ſhame, what with my finger that was .dif- 
jointed, and what with the dread of being cramp- 
ed. At length, fearing they would really put 
that villany in execution, for they had .xeally - 
put cords about my thighs, I made as if I came 
to myſelf; yet I was not ſo quick, but that the 
rogues being knaviſhly bent, had-whipped the 
cords about my thighs, and tugged ſo hard, that 
they ſunk them an inch into my fleſn. Then 
they left me, crying, Bleſs us, what a puny 
creature you are.“ I cried for mere vexation, 
and they archly ſaid, Hold your peace, your 
* betraying yourſelf is the leaſt concern, your 
health is all.” This done, they waſhed me, 
laid me in the bed again, and went their way. 
Being left alone, I lay and conſidered, that what 
I had endured in one day at Alcala, was worſe 
than all my ſufferings under Cabra at the board- 
ing ſchool. At noon I drefled me, cleaned my 
cloak and caſſock the beſt I could, waſhing it 
like an old clout, and waited: for my maſter, 
who, when he came, aſked me, How I did?“ 
All the family dined, and ſo did I, though I eat 
but little, having but an indifferent ſtomach at 


o © = 
— —— —_ 


424232 Na 


— - 


== = — 
— — -- 
” _— „ ro re EH Oo oe — * 
the” 
N of TO ” * — 


: y 4% ; 1 
* * 893 > | * 0 * 1 * 229 
places. a * . - : 5YUSR «© *£ 4 T* 7.4 
I ” Z þ 
K ad * ” 
, * 12 
of 
* — 


- * p - - - l — - CY 2 
— — d I + 
ä tm—— 


be trick they dad put upon me, laughed bear. 
thy: FT was wotſe out of countenange than be- 
fore, and faid to myſelf, Lock to ꝓourſel, 
Paul, ſtand upon your guard. I reſolved to 
begin a new courfe of life; we were all made 
friends, and from that day forwards lived us 


lovingly in the houſe together, as if we had 
been all one mother's children, ani no man di. 


ſturbed me any more at the fchools, or public 
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"oo oy * E If At- 
Was you are at - ALA do as they do at 
Nome. ſays the proverb, and it is well ſaid... 
took it ſo ſeriouſly into conſideratiaon,: xhat./I fully 
reſolved to play the/knave among knayes,//and 
to outdo them all if poſſible, | I kn nat 
whether I ſucceeded. a8 1 deſigned, but I am 
ſure I uſed all my endeavours, Jo. dhe, 


pigs I made. a a law, A men 
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than death for iy pigFto come into our houſe, 
or for any of our old houſckeeper's c chicketis to 
run out of the yard into our room. It happen- 
ed one day, that two of the clevereſt porkers, 
that ever my eyes beheld, flipped into our do- 
minions; I was then at play with the other 
ſervants, and hearing them grunt, faid to one of 
my companions, © Go ſee who it is that grunts 
in our houſe;“ he went and brought word they 
were two ſwine. No ſooner had I heard theſe 
words, but I went out im a paſſion, ſaying, It 
„was a great deal of impudence in them to 
grunt in other people's houſes.” Then clap- 
ping the door to, in the ſame heat of blood, I 
run my ſword into the throats of them both, 
and then we cut off their heads. To prevent 
their cry being heard abroad, we all ſet up our 
throats, roaring as loud as poſſibly we could, as 
if we had been ſinging, and ſo they gave up the 
ghoſt among us. We paunched them, ſaved 
the blood, and by the help of our ſtraw bed, 
half ſinged them in the yard; ſo that when our 
maſters came home all was over, though after 
an indifferent manner; only the puddings were 
not yet made, which was not for want of expe- 
dition, for we had left half of the filth in the 
guts, merely to ſave loſs of time. Don Diego 


and our ſteward were told the ſtory, and flew 
Vol. I. | $8 
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into ſuch a paſſion againſt me, chat the other 
lodgers, who were ready to burſt with laughing, 
thought fit to take my part. Don Diego aſked 
me, what I could ſay for myſelf, if the thing 

ſhould be found out, and I ſhould he taken up 


for it? TL anſwered, I would plead hunger, which 


is the common ſanctuary of all ſcholars ; and if 


that was not enough, I would urge, that ſeeing 


them come into the houſe without knocking, as 


if they had been at home, I thought they had 


been our own. They all laughed at my plea, 


and Don Diego ſaid, © By wy troth, Paul, 


« you begin to underſtand your trade.” It was 
very. well worth obſerving the difference be. 
tween my maſter and me, he ſo ſober and reli- 


gious, and I ſo arch and knaviſh, ſo that the 


one was a foil to the other, and ſerved to ſet off 
either his virtue or vice. Our old houſekeeper 
was pleaſed to the very heart, for we both play- 
ed our parts, and had conſpired againſt the 
larder. I was caterer, and a mere Judas in my 
employment, and ever ſince retained an incliua- 


tion to cribbing and ſtealing. The meat always 


waſted in the old jade's keeping, and ſhe never 
dreſſed wedder-mutton when ſhe could get ewe 
or goat; beſides, ſhe picked the fleſh off the 
bones before ſhe boiled them, ſo that the diſhes 
ſerved up looked as if the cattle had died of 3 
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confumption ; and the broth was ſo clear, that, 
had it been confolidated, it might have paſſed for 
cryſtal ; only now and then, for change, that 
the ſoup might look a little fat, ſhe clapped in a 
few candles ends. When 1 was by, ſhe would 
ſay to my maſter, © In troth, Sir, Paul is the 
« beſt ſervant in Spain, bating his unluckineſs; 
but that may well enough be borne with, be- 
« cauſe he is honeſt. He buys the beſt the 
« market affords.“ I gave the ſame character 
of her, and ſo we put upon the whole houſe, If 
there was any ſtore of coals, bacon, or oil, laid 
in, we ſtole half of it, and ſome while after 
would fay, Pray, gentlemen, retrench your ex- 
pences a little, for if you-go on at this rate, you 
had need have a mint of money; the coals or 
the oil is ſpent, but no wonder at the rate that 
you uſe it; you had beſt order more to be 
brought in. Sir, give Paul the money, and you 
will have a better account of it. Money was 
accordingly given me, and we ſold them the 
other half we had ſtole, and half of what we 
brought, and that was in full, 

If ever I happened to buy any thing in the 
market at the real value, then the old houſe. 
keeper and I would pretend to fall out and 
quarrel, and ſhe ſeeming to be in a paſſion, 
would ſay, „Do not tell me, Paul, that this is 

| L2 


* 


226 "i Mk oF Vahl! 


*A penpy worth of falad“ Then 1 would 155 
to cry, and make a great deal of noiſe, went to 
complain 1 to my maſter, and perſuaded him to 
ſend the ſteward to inquire, that the old Woman 
might be convinced, who ſtill ſcolded on defigh- 
edly. The ſteward went and found as 1 faid, 
by which means both maſter and ſteward were 
impoſed upon, and had the better opinion of - 
me for my honeſty, and of the houſekeeper for 
her care. Don Diego being thus fixed in bis 
good opinion of me, uſed to ſuy to her, Would 
„to God Paul were otherwiſe as virtuous as he 
« js honeſt ; I ſee plainly he is as truſty as you 


« repreſent him.” Thus we held them in igno- 


rance, and ſucked them like horſe leeches. 1 
do not at all doubt, reader, but you wonder 
how much we might cheat them of at the year's 
end; the ſum was certainly conſiderable; yet! 
ſuppoſe we were not obliged to make reſtitu- 
tion, for the old woman never miſſed going to 
church daily, yet I never ſaw any diſpoſition m 
her to reſtore the leaſt part ; nor did I perceive 
any ſcruple of conſcience ſhe made of it, though 
ſhe was ſo great a ſaint. She always wore a 
pair of beads about her neck, ſo big, that the 
wood of them might have ſerved to roaſt a fir- 
loin of beef. It was all hung with croſſes, me- 
dals, PiQures, and other trinkets, on all which 
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le ſaid ſhe prayed every night for her bene- 
factors. She had a catalogue of an hundred 
and odd ſaints. that were her patrons; and in 
truth ſhe had need of no leſs help to bear her 
out of all her wickedneſs, - Her chamber was | 
over my maſter s, where ſhe was longer at pray- 
ers than a fanatical preacher is in his ſermon ; 
and all in Latin, ſuch as it was, for neither mor- 
tals on earth, .nor angels in heaven, could an- 
derſtand it, which ſhe did to appear the more 
innocent and ſimple ; but we were ready to 
ſplit our ſides with laughing. Beſides theſe ſhe 
had many other excellent qualifications, for ſhe 
was an extraordinary meſſenger of love, and 
contriver of pleaſure, which is the ſame as a 
bayd; but her excuſè to me was, that it came 
to her by deſcent, as the kings of France had 
the gift of curing the. king's evil. You will 
imagine perhaps that we always lived in unity; 
but who does not know that the two beſt friends, 
if they are coyetous, and live together, will en- 
deavour to cheat one another, and L took care 
to let flip no opportunity, _ 

The old woman kept! hens in the yard, ad 
nad about a dozen or fourteen well grown | 
chickens, which made my teeth water to be at. 
them, for they were fit to be ſerved. u p to any 
gentleman's table. It happened one 0 day, og 
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ſhe going to feed them, as the common cuſtom 
is in Spain, called them together, crying, Pio, 
Pio, Pio. This ſhe repeated very often, and I 
being upon the catch, cried out as loud as ſhe, 
As God ſhall fave me, nurſe, I wiſh I had ſeen 
« you kill a man, or clip and coin, for then [ 
might have kept your counſel, rather than do 
as you have done; and now I muſt be forced 
to diſcover it. The Lord have mercy upon 
+ us both.” She ſeeing me act all that eoncern 
and diforder, was ſomewhat. ſtartled, and ſaid, 
„Why, what bave I done, Paul? If you are in 
« zeſt, do not perplex me any longer. What 
do you mean by jeſting?“ ſaid I ; * a curſe 
« on it, I cannot poſſibly avoid giving informa- 
tion to the inquifition, elfe I ſhall be excom- 
« municated.” The inquiſition,” quoth ſhe, 
trembling like a leaf ona tree, Why, have I com- 
mitted any crime againſt religion? Why, there's 
the cafe,” anſwered I ; don't you think to 
„ dally* with the inquifitors, you had better 
« 'own you were in the wrong, that you- ſpoke 
« like a fool, eat your words, and not deny the 
« blaſphemy and irreverence.” She replied in 
a great conſternation, © But tell me, Paul, will 
they puniſh me if I recant;” © No,” ſaid I.“ for 
« then they will only abſolve you,” © Then 1 
©recant,” quoth ſhe, but do you tell me 
« what it is I am to recant, for I know nothing 
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« of it as T hope for metey.“ * Bleſs me,” re- 
plied I, © Is it poſſible you ſhould be ſo dull, as 
« not to reflect that, but I don't know how to 


« expreſs it, the diſreſpect was ſo great, that 1 


« am afraid to repeat it. Don't you remember 
you called the chickens Pio, Pio, and Pius is 
« the name of ſeveral popes; who are Chriſt's 
« yicars upon earth, and heads of the church? 
„Now, do you confider whether that be any 
« trifling fin?“ She ſtood as if ſhe had been 
thunder-ftruck, and after a while cried, Tis 
true I faid fo, Paul, but may I be curs'd"if 1 
„did it with any ill deſign, I recant; do you 


* conſider whether ſome means may not be 


found to avoid informing againſt- me; for T 
« ſhall die if they get me into the inquiſition.“ 
Provided you will take your oath,” anſwered 


I. „ on the holy altar, that you did it not witn 


« any ill intent, I may, upon that aſſurance, 


forbear impeaching you; but then you muſt 


give me thoſe two chickens that fed when 
you were calling them by that moſt ſanctiſied 
* name of the popes, that I may carry them to 
an officer of the inquiſition for him to burn 
them, for they are defiled; and in the next 
place, you muſt ſwear poſitively never to be 
* guilty of the like again. This you muſt do 
„now, and to morrow I'll ſwear.” For the 
v4 
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better fixing of this notion in her head, I went 
was her name), that I ſhall be in danger; 
for the inquiſitor will aſæ whether I am not 


the perſon, and may put me to trouble. Do 


« you e' en carry them yourſelf, for am afraid. 
For the Lord's ſake,”,. cxied ſhe, ©. Paul, take 
+ pity on me, and do you carry them; there is 
* no danger of your coming to any, harm.“ 1 
made her court me a long while, and, at laſt, 
though it was the thing I aimed at, I ſuffered 
myſelf to be perſuaded. I took the chicken, 
hid them in my chamber, made ſhow as if I 
went abroad, and came in again, ſaying, “ It 
„has fallen out better than I expected; the 


* cunning officer would fain, have came after 


me to ſee the woman, but I gave him the flip 
« curiouſly, and did my buſineſs. She hugged 
and kiſſed me, and gave me another chicken 
for my pains, which I carried to his compa- 
nions, had them all dreſſed at the cook's, and 


eat them with my fellow. ſervants. Don Diego 


and the houſekeeper came to hear of the trick, 
and all the family made excellent ſport with it. 


The old woman had like to have ſretted herſelf 
to death for mere vexation, and was a thouſand 
- times in the mind, for revenge, to diſcover, all 


my cheats, but that ſhe was as deep in the dirt 
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zz J was in the mite. Being thus at vailanve 
with the old woman, and no way now left to 


put upon her, I contrived new ways to play my 


pranks, and fell to that the ſcholars call ſhatch- 
ing and ſhoplifting, at which . 1 h | 
pleaſant adventures. 

One night, about nine of the Aock at which 
time there are but few people abroad, paſſing 
through the great ſtreet, I ſpied a conſectioner 8 
ſhop open, and in it a frail of raiſins upon the 
counter. L whipped i in, took hold of it, and ſet 
a running; the confectioner ſcoured after me, 
and ſo did ſeveral neighbours and. ſervants. 
Being loaded, I perceived, that though I had 
the ſtart, they would overtake me, and there- 
fore turning, the corner of the ſtreet, 1 clapt the 
frail upon the ground, ſat down, upon it, and 
wrapping my cloak about my: leg. began to- 
cry out, holding it with both. hands, God for- 
„give him, he has trod upun me, and crippled 
4 me. They heard. what J ſaid, and . when 
they came up, L began to cry, For the Lord's 
* ſake pity the lame, I pray God you may ne- 
ver be lame,” They came to me, panting, 
and out of breath, and ſaid, Friend, did you- 
* ſee a man run this Way? 44 He is before you,” ” If 
anſwered I, © for he trod upon me.” With this 8 
they ſtarted again, and: vaniſhed. I was left: 
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alone, carried my frail home, and told the ſtory, 
which they would not believe, though they 
highly applauded the ingenuity ; for which rea. 
ſon T invited them to fee me ſteal aà box of 
ſweetmeats' another night. They came, and 
_ obſerving that all the boxes were ſo far within 
the ſhop, that there was no reaching them, con. 
cluded the thing was impracticable, eſpecially 
becauſe the confectioner having heard what had 
happened to the other, was upon dis guard. 

However, I went on, and drawing my ſword, 

which was a tiff tuck, about a dozen paces 
ſhort of the ſhop, run on, and when 1 came up 
to the door, I cried out, * You are a dead man,” 
and made a ftrong paſs juſt before the confec- 
tioner's breaſt, who dropt down, calling for help, 
and my ſword run clear through a box of ſweet- 
meats, which I drew out with it, and carried it 
off, They were all amazed at the contrivance, 
and ready to burſt with laughing, to hear the 
confectioner bid the people ſearch him, for he 
was certainly wounded, and knew the other 
was a man he had a falling out with ; but when 
he turned about, the other boxes being diſorder- 
ed by the pulling ont of that one, he diſcovered 
the cheat, and fell a bleſſing himſelf, as if he 
would never have done. The truth of it is, I 
never ate any thing that pleaſed me ſo well. 
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My companions uſed to ſay, I could maintain 
the family with what I "lifted, which is only a 
modeſt term for ſtealing. Being then but a 
boy, and hearing myſelf commended for theſe 
knaviſh pranks, it encouraged me to commit 
more, 1 uſed to bring home my girdle hung 
all round with little pitchers; which T ftole from 
2uns, begging” ſome” water to drink of them; 
and when they turned it out in their Wheel, T 
went off with the mugs, they being ſhut up, and 
not able to help themſelves; fo that it became 
a faſhion not to give out wy thing 1 a 
pledge for the veſſel. ; 

After this 1 promiſed Dom Diogo and his 
companions, that I would one night diſarm the 
round. The night was appointed, and we ſet 
out upon the exploit. I went foremoſt with 
another fervant of our family, and as ſoon as I 
diſcovered the watch, went up as if I had been 
in a great fright, ſaying; © Is it the round?” 
They anſwered, © It was.” Then ſaid I, * Is 
the governor here?” They replied, « He was.“ 
Then I kneeled down, and ſaid, * Sir, It is in 
your power to do me right, to revenge my 
* wrong, and to do the public a great piece of 
« ſervice ; be pleaſed to hear a word or two I 
have to communicate in private, if you defire 
to ſecure ſome notorious criminals,” He ſtep- 
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ped alide, und ſome of his" officers were laying 
hands on their ſwords,” and others taking out 
their rpdg of authority, whilit I faig, & Sir, I em 
1 comic from Seville, in purſuit of fix of the moſt 
* notofigns malefactors in the world; they are 

| * all thieves and murderers, and among them is 
one that killed my mother, and a brother of 
mine, without any provocation but to exer- 
eiſe is barbarity. This is proved upon him, 
and they all come, as I heard them ſay, with 
Aa French ſpy; and by what I can further gueſs 
from their words, he is ſent (then I lowered 
* my voice) by Antony Perez.“ At theſe words 
the governor gave a ſkip, and cried, Where are 
they?“ „They are, Sir,” ſaid I,“ in a bawdy- 
houſe; do not ſtay, good Sir, the ſouls of my 
mother and brother will requite ydu with their 
+ prayers, and the king will reward you.“ He 
faid very earneſtly, Good God! let us loſe no 
* time, follow me all of you, and give me a tar- 
get.“ I. took him aſide again, and added, 
« Sir, the whole buſineſs will be ſpoiled, if you 
do ſo; the only way to do it, is, for them all 
* to go in without ſwords, and one by one, for 
« they are above in the rooms, and have piltols, 
« and as ſoon as they ſee any come with fwords, 
«* knowing that none can wear them but officer 
of juſtice, they will be ſure ta. fire. It is bet- 


. 


ter only to go in with your daggers, and then 
you MAY Aeeure them behind, for we are 
enough of us.“ The governor being eager to 
ſecure them at any rate, approved of my con- 
trivance. By this time we were come near the 
place, and the governor thus inſtructed by me; 
ordered them all to hide their ſwords in a ſield 
there is juſt before the houſe under the graſs. 
They did ſo, and went on. I had already in- 

ſtructed my companion, that as ſoon. as ever 
they laid them down, he ſhould ſeize them, and 
make the beſt of his way home. He did ſo, and 
when they were all going into the houſe;1 ſtayed 
out the laſt; and as ſoon as they were entered, 
being followed by ſeveral people they picked 
up by the way, I gave themi the flip, and turn- 
ed ſhort into a nartow lane that comes out near 
La Victoria, running all the way as ſwift as a 
greyhound. When the round was all in the 
houſe, and found none there but ſcholars and 
ſcoundrels, which is all one, they began to lock 
about for me, and not finding me, ſuſpected it 
was lome trick put upon them. Being thus diſ- 


appointed, they went to take their ſwords, but 
there was no fign of them. It is impoſſihle to 
expreſs what pains the governor, attended by 
the vice-chancellor of the univerſity, took that 
They ſearched all the town to the very 


beds, and when they eame to ours; T wWaß in 
Ded, with: a nighteap' on, and eloſe covered, 
for fear of being known, # bandle lichte in one 
Hardy and a erueifik in the other, with a ſham 
Prieſt praying by me, and all the reſt of my 
companions on their knees about the bed. The 
vice - ehancellor, with all his officers, came in, 
and ſeeing that ſpectacle, went out again, fup- 
poſing no ſuch prank ebuld be playet dy any 
there. They made no ſeareh, but the viee-chan. 
ceellor prayed by me, and aſked whether I was 
ſpeechleſs; they anſwered, I was; and fo away 
they went, in deſpair of making any diſcovery, 
The vice-chancellor ſwore he would deliver up 
the offender, if he could find him; andthe go- 
vernor vowed he would hang winks; though he 
were the ſon of a grandee of Spain. I got up, 


3 „ au anna. pay a 


and this prank makes ſport at Alcala to this very 


day. To avoid being tedious, I omit giving an 
 aecount of my robbing in the open market, as 
if it had been on a mountain; not a box or 
eaſe eſcaped me, but I had it home, and kept 
the houſe in fuel all the year; and as for the 
apple-women, nothing was ever ſafe in their 
falls or ſtandings, for 1 had declared perpetual 


war againſt them, 'on account of the affront put 


upon me when I was king at Segovia. I paſs 
by the contributions I raiſed on the fields of 


heans, vineyards, and orchards, all about that 
part of the country. Theſe and the like prac- 
tices gained me the reputation of a ſharp un- 
lucky fellow among 'alF people. The young 

gentlemen were ſo fond of me, that Thad'ſearce 
leiſure to wait upon Don Diego; whom 1 ho- 
noured as he ir es done the ann n 2 
bore me. | 


CHAP: VII. 


Kew I received | News of my Father's Death, parted Go 
Don Diego, and-what Courſe of Life. I reſolved on for 
the future. 7 


Ar length Don Diego en Aa Joins frond 
his father, and with it one for me, from an uncle 
of mine, whoſe name was Alonſo Ramplon, a 
man of a virtuous diſpoſition, and very well 
known in Segovia, as being the finiſher of the 
law, and for four years laſt paſt, the execution 
of all its determinations went through his hands. 
In ſhort, to ſpeak plain, he was the executioner 
or hangman; but ſuch a clever fellow at his 
buſineſs, that it would not vex a man to be 
hanged by him, he did it fo neatly, This wor- 


thy perſon wrote to me from Segovia to Alcala, 
as follows 
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« Dear Pan, ſy - 013, 2191.19 28 100} 


Tur great affairs of this employ. 
1 ment, i in which it has pleaſed his majeſty to 
* place me, have been the occafion' of my not 


« writing to you before; for if there be any 
1 a thing to find fault with in the king's aal 


it is the great trouble and attendance it fe. 


quires; which, however, is in ſome meaſure 


« requited by the honour of being his ſervant. 


It troubles me to be forced to ſend 50 dil. 
« agreeable news; but your father died eight 


days ago, with as much bravety and reſolu- 


tion as ever man did; 1 ſpenk of thy own 


„Knowledge, as having truffed im wp myſelf. 
% The cart became him as well as if it had been 
A chariot, and all that ſaw the rope about his 
« neck, concluded him as clever a fellow aseyer 
% was banged. He looked up all the way he 
« went at the windows, very much unconcern- 


ed, courteouſly bowing to all the tradeſmen, 


+ that left their ſhops to gaze at him, and turn- 
« ed up his whiſkers ſeveral times. He defired 
the prieſts that went to prepare him for death, 
„not to be too eager, but to reſt and take a 
breathing time, extolling any remarkable ex- 
« preſſions they uſed. Being come to the triple 
tree, he preſently ſet his foot on the ladder, 
« and went up it nimbly, not creeping on all- 


« four as ** ae aer e 

the rqunds of it waacracked through, he turn- 
« ed to, the officers attending, and bid them get, 
« it mended for the next that came, becauſe all 


men had not his ſpirit. I cannot expreſs how 


much his perſon and carriage was applauded. 
At the top of the ladder he fat down, ſet his 
clothes handſomely about him, took the rope, 
and clapped the nooſe to his ear, and then per- 
« ceiving the Jeſuit as going to preach to him. 
he turned to him, and ſaid, Father, I accept of 
« the will for the deed, let us have a few ſtaves 
of a pſalm, and have done quickly, for I hate 
« to be tedious, This was done accordingly ; he 
charged me to put on his cap a little to one 
fide, and to wipe his layer, which I did; and 
* then he ſwang, without ſhrinking up his legs, 
or making ugly faces; but kept. ſuch ſedate. 
* neſs in his countenance, that it was a pleaſure 
„to behold him. I quartered him out, and left 
the ſeyeral parts on the highways; God knows 
„what a trouble it is to me, to ſee him there 
„daily treating the crows and ravens ; but I 
* ſuppoſe the paſtry cooks, hereabouts will ſoon 
* eaſe us af that ſad ſpectacle, burying him in 
their minced pies: ',I'cannot give you a much 
better account of your mother; for, though ſtill 
„living, ſhe is a priſoner in the inquiſition at 


* Toledo; becauſe ſhe would not let the dead 
«reſt in their graves. They give out, that every 
night ſhe uſed to ſalute a great he-goat, kiC. 
fing him under the tail. In her houſe were 
*found as many arms, legs, and heads, as would 
have ſtocked a charnel houſe; and ſhe reckon. 

* ed it one of her ſmalleſt abilities to counterfeit 
«virgins, and folder cracked maidenheads. They 
*fay the would fly up a chimney, and ride faſt. 
er upon a brobm- ſtaff, than another can upon 
* the beſt Andalufian horſe; I am forry the diſ- 
grades us all, and me mote particularly, as 
„being the king's officer, and fuch Kindred does 
not become my poſt. Dear child, here are 
* ſome goods of your father's, that have been 
« concealed, to the value of four hundred du- 
* cats : I am your uncle, and all I have i8 yours, 
pon fight hereof, you may come away hi- 
ther, for your knowledge in Latin and rhe- 
toric, will qualify you to make you an excel- 
„ Jent hangman. Let me have your anſwer 
« ſpeedily, and till then God keep your, &. 


1 muſt confeſs, I was much troubled at this 
freſh difgrace, and yet, in ſome meafure, I was 
glad of it, for the ſcandalous lives of parents, 
make their greateſt misfortunes a comfort to their 
children. I went away haſtily to Don Diego, 
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who was then reading his father's letter, in which 
he ordered him to leave the univerfity, and fe- 
turn home, but not to take me with him; be- 
cauſe of the account he had received of my un- 
luckineſs. He told me he muſt be gone, and 
how his father commanded him to part with me, 
which he was ſorry for; and I was ſo much 
more. He added, he would recommend me to 
another gentleman, his friend, to ferve him. E 
ſmiled, and anſwered, * Sir, the-cafe is altered, 
„ have other defigns in my head, and aim at 
greater matters, ſo that I muſt take another 
« courle ; for though hitherto I was at the foot 
« of the ladder, in order to mount, you muſt 
« underſtand that my father has got up to the 
« top of it.” With this 1 told how bravely he 
had died, at his full ſtretch; how he was carved 
out, and ſerved up as a feaft to the birds of 
the air. That my good uncle the executioner, 
had ſent me the whole account, and acquainted 
me with my mammy's confinement; for I could 
be plain with him, becauſe he knew all my pe- 
digree. He ſeemed to be much concerned, and 
aſked how I intended to beſtow myſelf, I in- 
formed him with all my reſolutions, and ſo the 
very next day he went away for Segovia, very 
melancholy, and I ſtayed in the houſe, without 
taking the leaſt notice of my misfortune, E 


* 
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burned the letter, for-fear.it might be;dropped, 
and ſomebody read. it, and began to provide for 
my journey to Segovia, deſigning to take po. 
ſeſſion of what was my due, and know my 250 
dred, that I might ſhun __ ads” Fiat 


CHAP. VIII. 


My journey from Alcala to-Segovia, and what happened by 
the way till E came to Rejas, where I lay that Night. 


| Ar Leach the day came when I left the 7 
eſt life I haye ever known ſince, I cannot ex- 
preſs how much it troubled me to leave fo ma. 
ny friends and dear acquaintance, for they were 
very numerous. I ſold what little I had got un- 
derhand, to bear my charges on the way; and 
with ſome tricks and ſleights of hand, made up 
about forty crowns, hired a mule, and left my 
lodging, where I had nothing to leave behind, 
The Lord alone knows what a hue. and cry 
there was after me; the ſhoemaker roared for 
the ſhoes. he had truſted me with; the old 
houſekeeper ſcolded for her wages; the land- 
lord fretted for his rent. One cried, My heart 
always miſgaye that I ſhould. be ſo ſeryed; ano- 
ther ſaid, They were much in the TIES. 0 | 

| told me that this fellow was a, cheat. * 
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In ſnort, I was ſo generally beloved, that I 
left half the town in tears for me when 1 came 
away, and the other half laughing at thoſe that 
bemoaned themſelves. I diverted myſelf with 
theſe thoughts along the road, Lee 


paſſed through the town of Torote, I overtook 


a man riding on a he-mule, with a pannel. He 
talked to himſelf very haſtily, and was fo wrapt 
in imagination, that he did not perceive me, 
though I was cloſe by his fide. I faluted him, 
and he returned the courteſy ; then I aſked 
which way he was travelling; and after a few 
ſuch queſtions and anſwers had paſſed between 
us, began to diſcourſe about the Turks coming 
down, and the king's forces. Then he began 
to lay a ſcheme for recovering of the Holy 
Land, and the taking of Algiers; by which diſ- 
courſe I perceived that he was a politic, project- 
ing madman. We went on with our dialogue 
as became two ſcoundrels, and ſkipping from 
one ſubject to another, fell laſt upon Flanders. 
There I hit his vein, for he fetched up a deep 
ſigh, and ſaid. That country has coſt me mote | 
© than it has done the king; for I have been 
upon a project about theſe fourteen years, 

„which were it not impracticable, as it is, 
would have ſet” all right” there long ago.” 


What can that be,“ anſwered I, * which'is fo 


23k 8 


« convenient and uſeful, and yet at the ſame 
* time impraicable, and not to be put in exe. 
« cution.“ „ 
haſlily, 
+ In. can be executed, for its being impracticable 
is another matter; and were it not for fear of 
being troubleſome, I would tell you what it 
„is; but it will all out; for I deſign very ſud. 
« denly to print it, with ſame other ſmall works 


of mine, among which I propoſe to the king 
two ſeveral methods for recovering Oſtend,” 
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* Who told you,“ replied he very 
that it cannot be put in execution? 


I entreated him to acquaint me with them; and 
he pulling ſome papers out of his. packet, ſhow- 
ed me a draught of the enemy's works, and of 

- qurs, and ſaid, Sir, you plainly ſee that all this 


« difficulty hes in this inlet of the ſea z now, my 
contrivance' is to fuck it dry with ſponges; 
« and ſo to remove that obſtacle.” This wild 
notion made me burſt into a loud fit of laugh- 
ter, and he looking me earneſtly in the face, 
went on, I never ſhowed it to any body but 
has done the fame as you do, for they are all 
-+ mightily pleaſed with it.” Truly, replied 
I, it is an extraordinary pleaſure and ſatisfac- 
tion to me to be acquainted with a deſign ſo 
new and reaſonable; but, Sir, be pleaſed to 
«.confider, that when you have once fucked up 
* the water that is in it, the ſea will throw in 
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„more.“ The ſea will do no ſuch thing,” 

anſwered he, « for I have examined it very nice- 
ly; beſides, that I have found out an inven- 
tion to fink the ſea twelve fathom all about 
there. I durſt not make any abjection, for 
fear he ſhould ſay he had a prqject to draw 


| down the ſky to us. In all my days I never 


met with ſuch a madman. He told me, that 
Juanelo, a famous engineer, who brought water 
from the river Tagus, up à vaſt hill, to ſerve the 
city Toledo, had done nothing; for he was now 
contriving to bring the whole river up ta that 
city, a much eaſier way; and when he came to 
explain the method, it was to be by a ſpell; 
pray do but mind whether ever ſuch fallies 
were heard of in the world ; but he went. on, 
and added, Yet I do not deſign to put this in 
* execution, unleſs the king will firſt ſettle 2 
good eſtate upon me, and knight me, for I 
am capable enough of that honour, becauſe I 
have good teſtimonials of my gentility.” This 
rambling wild diſcourſe laſted us to. Torrejon, 
where he ſtayed to ſee a kinſwoman. I went 
on very well pleaſed, and laughing heartily at 
the projects he ſpent. his time in. 

I had not gone far before 1 ſpied; at a. di 
ſtance a mule looſe, and a man by her a- foot, 
who looking into a book, drew ſome. lines, and 


2 


— — — 


| 8. . : . 4 » 3 Yor e 
| meaſured them with a pair of compaſſes. He 


cumflex. Next he aſked me whoſe ſword that 


was mine, he viewed it, and ſaid, That bar 


leaped and ſkipped about from fide to fide, and 
now and then laying one finger upon the other, 
made ſeveral extravagant motions. I mult con- 
feſs, that ſtopping at a good diſtance ſome time 


to obſerve him, I at firſt concluded he was a 


conjurer, and was almoſt afraid to go on. At 


laſt I reſolved to venture, and drawing near, he 


ſpied me, ſhut his book, and going to mount, 
his foot flipt out of the ſtirrup, and he fell. l 
helped him up, and he ſaid, I took not the 
due proportion in riſing, to make the half 
* circumference of mounting.“ I did not un- 
derſtand what he meant, but preſently gueſſed 
what he was, for a more extravagant diſtracted 


man was never born of a woman. He aſked 


whether I was going to Madrid in a direct line, 
or took a circumflex road? Though I did not 
underſtand him, yet I anſwered, That by cir- 


was I had by my fide? and having anſwered it 


* ought to be longer, to ward off the cuts that 
* are made upon the centre of the thruſts :” 
And thus he went on, ſputtering out ſuch a 


parcel of cramp words, that I was fain to alk 
him what his profeſſion was? He told me he 


was a ſolid maſter of the noble ſcience wes de- 
4 


2. 5 a. W* 


— 


an. tht. he 
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a there occurred to me a thruſt in quart, fetch-" 


\ 


— 
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fence, and would make it good · upon any ground 
in Spain. Iveould- not forbear laughing, and 
anſwered, By my troth, Si, I rather took you 
for a conjurer, when I {aw you deſeribing vir. 
cles, and making ſuch antic motions iu the field: 
« The reaſon of that,” replied he was berauſe 


ing the greater eompaſs, to engage my adverſa- 
„ ry's ſword, and killing him before he can ſay his 
„ ſoul is his- on, that he may not diſcover” who 

did it andi was then reducing of it to ma- 
© thematical rules. Is it poſſible, ſaid I, 

© that the mathematies ſhould be concerned in 
* that affair?“ „ Not only the mathematics, 
quoth he, „but divinity, philoſophy, muſic, 
and phyſic. + I do not queſtion it as to the 
© laſt,” ſaid 1; . ſince that art aims at killing. 

Po not make a jeſt of it,” continued he, for 
„J will now teach you an excellent guard, and 
* at the ſame time you ſhall lay on the great 
* cuts, which ſhall contain the ſpiral lines of 
the ſword.” I do not underſtand one word of 
* all you fay,” anſwered I. And he again, 


Why, here you have them in this bock, which 


„is called, The Wonders of the Sword. It ie 
„an excellent one, and contains prodigious / 
things; and to convince you of it; at Rejas, 
„were e ſhall lie to night, yau ſhall ſee me 
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" perform wonders with two ſpits; and you 
* need not queſtion, but that whoſoever reads 


this book, will kill as many as he pleaſes,” 


Either that book teaches men how to make 
« plagues,” replied I, © or it was writ by ſome 
doctor of phyſic.” What do you mean by 
* doctor,“ replied he, he is an extraordinary 
«wile man, and I <ould find in my heart to ſay 
„more.“ 

We held on 1 th ridiculous kütt till we 
came to Rejas, and went into an inn; but as 
we were alighting, he called out to me as loud 


2 as he could, to be ſure firſt to form an obtuſe 


angle with my legs; and then reducing them to 
parallel lines, to come perpendicularly to the 
ground. The landlord ſeeing me laugh, did fo 


too, and aſked me, Whether that gentleman 


« was an Indian, that he ſpoke ſuch an un- 
„known tongue.” I thought I ſhould have 
died with laughing between them; but he pre- 
ſently went up to the hoſt, and ſaid, Pray, 
« Sir, lend me a couple of ſpits to make two or 
three angles, and I will reſtore them immedi- 
1 ately.” „Lord bleſs me, Sir,” anſwered the 
hoſt, give me the angles, and my wife will 
« roaſt them in a trice, though they are a ſort. 
of birds I never heard the names of before.” 
„They are no birds,” replied the other; and 
. 2 7 
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turning to me, added, Pray, Sir, do but ob. 

« ſerve the effects of ignorance. Let me have 
« the ſpits, for I wart them only to fence with, 
„and perhaps you will ſee me do that to-day, 
« which may be worth more to you'than all you 

have got in your life.” In fine, the ſpits were 
in uſe, and we were fain to take up with two 
long ladles. Never was any thing ſo ridiculous 
ſeen in this world. He gave a ſkip, and ſaid, 
„This ſally gains me more ground, and puts 
« by my adverſary's ſword; now I make my 
„advantage of the remiſs motion to kill in the 
© natural way ; ; this ſhould” be a cut, and this a 
« thruſt,” He came net within a mile of me, 
but danced round with his ladle ; now 1 ſtand- 2 
ing till all the while, all his motions looked as 
if he were fencing with a pot that is boiling 
over the fire. Then he went on, ſaying, © In 
® ſhort, this is the true art, not like the drunken 
* follies of fencing-maſters, who underſtand no- 
© thing but drinking.“ The words were ſcarce 
out of his mouth, before a great he-mulatto, 
ſtepped out of the next room, with a pair of 

| whiſkers like two bruſhes, a hat as big as an 
umbrella, a buff. doublet under a looſe coat, 
bandy-legged, hook-nos'd, and with two or 
three ſcandalous ſcars croſs his face, a dagger 
that might have ſerved Goliah, and a hanging 
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look, and. ſaid, I am an approved, maſter, and 


" have my certificate. about me, and by this 
„light Il make an example of any man that 
* dare preſume to reflect upon ſo many brave 
« fellows as profeſs the noble ſcience.“ Seeing 
we were like to be in a broil, I ſtept in, and 
ſaid, He had not ſpoke; to him, and therefore 
« he had no-occaſion to be aſfronted. H Draw 
« your ſword; if you have ever a one? added 
he, and let us try who has moſt ſkill, without 
„playing the fool with ladles,” My poor 
wretched companion opened his book, and cried 
aloud, « Here it is, as I fay, in the book, and it 
« js printed by authority and I'll maintain 
„with the ladle, that all it contains is true; or 
« elſe without the ladle, either here, or upon 
any other ground; and if any body does not 
believe it, let us meaſure it.“ This ſaid, he 
pulled out his compaſſes, and went on, This 
« js. an obtuſe angle.“ The fencing-maſter 
drew bis dagger, and replied, © I neither know- 
„ho is angle, nor who is obtuſe; nor did I 
„ever hear ſuch words before; but T'll cut you 
in pieces with this dagger in my hand.“ He 
ran at the poor devil, who fled from him amain, 
ſkipping about the houſe, and crying, © He can- 
not hurt me, for I have gained upon his ſword.” 
The landlord and J parted them, with the help 


— 
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of other people that came in, thongh I was 


ſcarce able to ſtand for laughing. The honeſt 
madman was put into his chamber, and I with 
him. We ſupped, and all the houſe went to 
bed. About two of the clock he got up in his 
ſhirt, and-began to ramble about the room, 
ſkipping and ſputtering a deal of nonſenſe in 


mathematical terms. He waked me; and not 


ſo ſatisfied, went down to the landlord, to give 


him a light, ſaying. he had found a Hxed object 


for the croſs paſs upon the bow. The landlord 


wiſhed him at the devil for waking of him; 


but ſtill tde other tormented him, till he called 


him a madman, and then he came up, and told 


me, if I would riſe I ſhould ſee the curious fence 
he had found out againſt the Turks and their 
ſimitars, and added, he would go fhow it to 
the king immediately, becauſe it was very ad- 
vantageous to Chriſtendom. By this time it 
was day we all got up; paid our Hot, we recon- 
ciled the mudman and the fencmg-mafter, and 
went away, ſaying, That what my companion 
alleged was good in itſelf, but it made more 
men mad than ſkilful at their weapon, becauſe 


not one in an hundred underſtood the leaſt part 
of it, 
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companion took his leave to go another road; 
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"The pleaſant Diſcourſe! bad th a rea on | the Read 
ths * came to Madrid. wha 


when he had gone a little way,. he turned back 
very haſtily; and calling on me as loud as he 
could, though we were in the field where none 


could hear us, he whiſpered in my ear, © Pray, 


Sir, let me conjure you, as you hope to live, 
not to diſcover any of the mighty ſecrets | 
have acquainted you with, relating to the art 
of fencing, but keep them to yourſelf, fince 
« you are a man af a ſound judgment.“ I pro- 


miſed ſo to do; he went his way again, and 1 
fell a laughing at the comical ſecret. - I travel - 
led about a league without meeting any body, 


and was conſidering with myſelf how difficult a 


matter it was for me to tread the paths of virtue 


and honour, ſince it was requiſite, in the firſt 
place, that I ſhould hide the ſcandal of my 
parents, and then have ſo much worth myſelf, 
as to conceal me from their ſhame. I was ſo 
fond of theſe, as I ſuppoſed noble thoughts, that 
I congratulated myſelf for them, and ſaid; It 
« will be much more honourable in me, who 
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« had none to learn virtue from, than in thoſe 
« who had it hereditary from their predeceſſi 
Theſe thoughts had filled my head, when I 1 
overtook a very old clergyman riding on a mule | 
towards Madrid. We fell into diſcourſe, and 1 
he aſked me whence I came? I told him, from 1 
Alcala. God's curſe,” ſaid he, on ſuch baſe 
people, fince there was not one man of ſenſe. - 
« to be found among them.“ I aſked him how 
could that be ſaid of ſuch a town, where there 
were ſo many learned men? He anſwered, in 
a great paſſion, Learned! Pl tell you how 
learned, Sir! I have for-theſe fourteen years 
« laſt paſt, made all the ſongs and ballads, and . 
« the verſes for the bedels at Chriſtmas, in the 
« yillage of Majalaonda, where L am reader; 
and thoſe you call learned men, when I put 
up ſome of my works among the reſt, at the 
« public act, took no notice of mine. And that 
you may be ſenfible; good Sir, of the wrong 
they did me, I will: 1 _ 
4 accordingly: he wen as watt % | 


; 
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Come ſhepherds, let us dance wack 5 1 
On great ſaint Corpus Chriſti's day ; _ 
For he comes down to give us thanks, 
For all our kind and loving prauks.. 
He fties back again to heaven. 
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Since here with, us he will not ſtay. . 


What he does chere L cannot (y, ⁵ 14 
Come ſhepherds, let us dance and 2 40. 1 5 | | 


«Raving read his admired. piece, which was 
es long to remember any more of it, he pro- 


ceeded, Now, Sir, could the very inventor of 
. * doggrel himſelf have ſaid any thing finer than 


this? Do but confider what a deal of myſtery 
there is in that word Shepherds; it coſt me 
* above a month's hard ftudy;” I could no 
longer contain myſelf within bounds, for I was 
ready to burſt, and ſo breaking out into a loud 
fit of laughter, 1 ſaid, It is moſt wonderful; 
put J obſerve you call great faint Corpus Chriſti, 
«4 whereas Corpus Chriſti is not the name of a 
© ſaint, but a feſtival inſtituted in honour of the 
5+ blefſed ſacrament.” That's a pretty fancy,” 
replied he ſcornfully, « I'll ſhow you him in the 
Kalendar, and he is canonized, and Flt lay my 
4 head on it.“ I could not contend any more 
with him for laughing at his unaccountable ig- 
norance, but told him, his verſes deſerved to be 
highly rewarded, for I had never ſeen any thing 
more comical in my life. No,” ſaid he, 
« then pray hear a little of a ſmall book I have 
« writ in honour of the eleyen thouſand virgins. 
] have compoſed fifty ſlanzas, of eight verſes 
« each, to every one of them; a moſt excellent 


„ 


„ 


— 


* 


piece.“ For fear af being peſtered with ſo 
many millions of his lines, I deſired him to ſhow. 
me aby thing that Was not godly; and then he 
began to rectte a comedy, which had as many 
acts as there are days in a year. He told me 
he writ it in two days, and that was the foul 


draught, and might be about half a ream of pa- 


per. The name of it was Noah's Ark; the 
whole repreſented by eocks and mice, aſſes, 
foxes, and wild boars, like Z©(6p's fables; Lex. 
tolled both the plot and conduct; and he an- 
ſwered, “ T ought not to commendꝭ it becauſe it 
« is my Own, but the like was "never made in 
the world, beſides chat uit is altogether new; 


« and if I can but get it acted/ there will be 


„ nothing ſs fine. All the difficulty lieg in 

that, for if it were not, e6uld any thing be ſo 
ſublime and lofty ; however) I have contri. 
ved to have it all acted by parrots, jackdaws, 
magpies, ſtarlings, and all other ſorts of birds 
* as ſpeak, and to bring in monkeys fer the 
« farce,” | „ That indeed will be very extract. 


« dinaty,” anſwered I. Al this id nbthing,“ 


replied the old man, * to what F have done fot 
the ſake of a women 1 love; bete are nit 
* hundred and one ſonnets, and twelve f. 
* do's,” as if he had been reckotiſg up potinds 
ſhillings and pence, „made in praiſe vf a 
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e tmliſlteſt'e legs. Lü aſked him, whether he had 
over land them; he replied, he had not in verbo 


Jacerdocit, hut that all his conceits were by way 

; of prophecy. Though. it was à diverſion to 
Hear his nonſenſe, I muſt confeſs I dreaded ſuch 
a mukitude of -barbarous verſes, and therefore 


way, telling him, Lſaw thares 3. Then,” cried 
he; FU begin with one, in Which I Compare 


her legs to that creature. Still to bring him 


off that ſubject, I went on, Don't you ſee that 


= ſtar, Sir, Which appears: by daylight?“ As. 


ſoon as I have done with this, replied: he, I 
will read you the thirtieth ſonnet, where L 
call her a ſtar, for you talk as if You were ac- 
4, quainted- with my fancies.” It was fuch a 
vexation to me to find 1 could name: nothing 


dut what he had writ ſome nonſenſe upon, that 


I was all joy when I perceived we drew near 


Madrid, believing he would then give over for 


ſhame; but it proved quite contrary, for as ſoon 
as we game into the ſtreet, he began to raiſe his 


voice, to ſnow what he was. I entreated him 


to forbear, leſt if the boys ſhould once get the 
ſeent of a poet, all the rotten oranges and cab- 
dage ſtumps in the town ſhould come after us, 
in regard the poets were declared madmed, in 
a proclamation ſet out againſt them, by one 
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that had been of the profeſſion, but wound, 
and took up in time. This put him in a great 
conſternation, and he begged me to read it to 
him, if 1 had it. I promiſed him fo to do when 
we came to our lodging; and accordingly we 


went to one where he uſed to alight, and found 


at leaſt a dozen blind ballad-fingers at the door. 
Some knew him by the ſcent, and others by his 
voice, and all of them gave him a volley of wel- 
comes. He embraced them all, and then ſome 
began to aſk him for verſes on the day of judg- 
ment in a lofty bombaſtical ſtyle, thar might 
provoke action; others would have commemo- 
rations for the departed ; and fo the reſt, every 
one according to his fancy, and giving him 
eight royals a-man earneſt. ' He diſmiſſed them, 
and ſaid to me, I ſhall make above three hun- 
dre royals of the blind men, arid therefore, 
with your leave, Sir, PH withdraw for "awhile 
now, to compoſe ſome lines, and after dinner 
we will hear the proclamation read, if you pleaſe. 
Wretched life! for none are more miſerable 
than thoſe madmen that get their — by ſach 
as. are as mad as themſelves. * . TEW-0GE OS 
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CHAP. = 


— happened to me at Madrid, my Adventine? with 3 
| 8. Hermit, ene 0 * 


Tus poet 8 awhile to ftudy —— 
neſs and nonſenſe for the blind ballad-ſingers, 
till it was dinner-time, which being over, they 
deſired to have the proclamation read, and ha- 
ving nothing elle to do at that time, 1 drew it 
out, and complied with their deſires. 1 have 
inſerted it here, becauſe I reckon it ingenious, 
and pat to the purpoſes mentioned i in it. Take 
it as follows;  _ 


# 


| A PROCLAMATION, 

Againſt Addle-beaded, Numfeull, and Water Poets. 
The old verſifier laughed out very heartily 
when he heard this title, and ſaid, I might 
have had buſineſs cut out till to-morrow; 1 
thought this had concerned me, and it is only 
* againſt numſk ull poets,” I was mightily plea- 
fed with his conceit, as if he had been a Horace 
or a Virgil: 1 Kipped over the preamble; and 
began with the firſt article, which was as fal- 
lows — Son 


In regard that this fort of vermine, called 
Poets, are our neighbours and Chriſtians, though 
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vicked ones, and conſidering they ſpend all 
their days in worſhipping of eyes, mouths, noſes, 
and old ribbons and flippers, beſides many other 
abominable fins they are guilty. of, we think fit 
to direct and ordain, that all common halfpenny 
poets be confined together againſt Eaſter, 28 
lewd women are wont to be, and that care be 
taken to convince them of their evil practices, 
and to convert them; and to this purpoſe we | 
do appoint monaſteries of repenting poets. 

Tem, Obſerving the exceſſive beats 5 
droughts in the dog- days, cauſed by the abun- 
dance of ſuns, and other brighter ſtars, created 
and produced by thoſe high flying poets, we 
enjoin perpetual ſilence as to all heavenly be- 
ings, and appoint. two months vacation for the 
mules, as well as for the law, that they may 
have ſome time to recruit and recover _ n 
tinual charge they are at. ; 

Item, Foraſmuch as this — ger . men, 
condemned to eternal flights, as murderers of 
good words, and raviſhers of ſentences, have 
infected the women with the plague: of poetry, 
we declare that we look upon this miſchief 
done them as a ſufficient revenge for the da- 
mage we received from their fex at the begin- [ 
ning of the world; and to ſupply the prefent 
wants and neceſſities the world now labouts 
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under, we do farther ordain, that all the ſongs, 
and other verſes, made by poets in praiſe of 
women, be burned like old lace, to take out 
the gold and ſilver they put into their lady's 
hair and ſkins, and that all the oriental peart;, 
rubies, and precious ſtones, be picked out of 
them, ſince they are GW * ue thoſe rich metals 
xt wt} $4 33. C247 
Here the old a eee was | quits out er pa- 
tience; and ſtarting up in a fume, cried, * They 
had even as good rob us of all we have. Pray, 
« Sir, let us have no more of it, for I deſigu to 
+ reverſe that judgment, and remove the cauſe, 
not to chancery, for that would be a wrong 
to my coat and dignity, but to the ſpiritual 
court, where I will ſpend all I am worth. It 
would be very pleaſant, that I, who am a 
4 ehurchman, ſhould put up that wrong. I will 
„make it appear, that an eccleſiaſtical poet's 
4 yerſes/are not liable to that proclamation, and 
to loſe no time, L will go and prove it in open 
4 eourt immediately.” I could have laughed 
keartily at him, but for the more expedition, 
becauſe it grew late, I ſaid to him, Sir, this 
+ proclamation is made only for diverſion; and 
is of no force, nor binding, as having no law- 
ful authority,” A vengeance on it, replied 
the old man, in a great heat, you ſhould have 
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« told me ſo much before, Sir, and might have 
ſayed me all this trouble. Do you conſider 
« what a thing it is for a man to have a ſtock 
« of eight hundred thouſand ſongs and ballads 
dy him, and to hear ſueh a decree? Proceed, 
« Sir, and. God forgive you for putting 9 
« ſach a fright.” Then I went on thus: | 

Item, For that very many, fince they left: 8 
ancient idolatry of heathen gods and goddeſſes, 
{till retaining ſome Pagan ſuperſtitions, are turn» 
ed ſhepherds, Which is the eauſe that the cattle 
are withered up with drinking nothing but their 
tears, and parched with the fire that continual. 
ly burns in their ſouls, and ſo charmed with their 
muſic, that they forget to feed; we do ordain, 
that they quit that employment, and that ſueh 
as love ſolitude have hermitages appointed 
them, and the reſt to be coachmen and water- 
men, becauſe thoſe are ling . to un | 
mirth and-ribaldry. 

It was ſome ſcoundrel, —_—_ Sodom. 
* tical whoreſon,” cried the mad-rbymer; that 
* contrived this proclamation ;! and if I knew 
the dog, Ewould write ſuch a fatire upon him, 
as ſhould fret his foul; and all that read it. 
« What a pretty figure a ſmooth-faced man as 
« Lam would make in a hermitage ? And would 
vit be fit for a perſon-dignifics as reader to turn 
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u cbachman? Enough, Sir, thoſe jeſte are not 
to be borne witli. I told you before, ſaid I, 
* that:this is all a jeſt; and as ſuch ow my 
, hear it. This: ſaid;/L proceeded; 

kem,' To prevent 'alb wrongs, ede ug, 
Pos og the future, no verſes he imported from 
France or Italy, or other foreign parts, "whence 
but poets ſtealʒ atid. pretend to make them cheir 
own ;\and that whatſoever: poet ſhall be found 
guilty of this offence, be obliged to wear good 


clothes, and neee — 1 W 


for a week at leaſt. 
Our poet was very well pleaſed ich t this * 
cree, fot he wore a caſſock that was grey with 
gage, and ſo ragged, that it was a wonder he 
could go about without dropping in pieces: 
His gown and other accoutrements were only 
fit to manure the ground, which made me 
{mile ;-and 1 told him, It farther ordained, That 


all women, who fell in love with mere poets, . 


mould be repured as deſperate perſons, who 
hang or drown- themſelves, and as ſuch never 
be buried in hallowed ground, - 
And conſidering the mighty crop of rounde- 
kys, ſonnets, ſongs and ballads, theſe over rank 
years have produced, we do ordain, that all par- 


_ eels of them, which have eſcaped the grocers - 


and tobacconiſts, as unworthy thoſe employ- 
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ments, be ſent to e Eh pale | 
any appeal allowed then. 

To conelude; I came Fm n msd which 
runs thus: However, taking it into our pitiful 
conſideration, that there ate three ſorts of per. 
ſons in the nation ſo very miſerable, that they 
cannot live without this fort of poets, which are 
players, blind men, and ballad- fingers; we do 
ordain, that there may be ſome journeymen of 
this profeſſion, provided they be licenſed by the 
aldermen-poets of their wards; with this limi- 
tation, that the players poets ſhall not uſe any 
devils or conjurers in their farces, nor conolude 
their comedies in matrimony ; wat the blind 
men ſhall not fing diſmal ſtories which happen- 
ed at Jeruſalem or Morocco, nor patch up their 
_ verſes with “ eak alſo, and well a-day,” and the 
like; and, that the ballad-fingers ſhall no longer 
run upon Sawny and Jocky, nor quibble upon 
words, nor contrive their ſongs ſo, that altering 
but the names, they may ſerve upon all occa- 
fions. To conclude, we command all poets in 
general to diſcard Jupiter, Venus, Apollo, and 
all the herd of heather gods and goddefles, on 
pain of having none * chem to pray by them 
on their deathbed. 


All that heard the proclamation read, were 
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highly pleaſed, and begged copies of it ; only 
the old poetical reader began to ſwear by his 
Bible, that it was a ſatire upon him, becauſe of 
what it contained concerning the blind men, he 
told us, he knew what he did better than any 
man, and went on, ſaying. Do not miſtake 
me, I once-lay in the ſame houſe with Linnan, 
and dined ſeveral times with Eſpinel, and was 
in Madrid, as near Lope de Vega, as to any 
* man in the room, and have ſeen Don Alonſo 
„de Arfilla a thouſand times, and have a pic- 
ture at home of the divine Figueroa, and I 
bought the old breeches Padilla left off when 
he became a friar, which I ſtill wear, though 
„bad enough.” Theſe were all old Spaniſh fa. 


mous poets, with whom he pretended to be thus 


acquainted, as if the knowledge of them would 
have made his nonſenſe the more tolerable, At 
the ſame time he ſhowed us the breeches, which 
ſet all the company into ſuch a fit of laughing, 
that none of them cared to leave the lodging. 
But it was now two of the clock, and being to 
travel farther, we left Madrid. I took my leave 
of him, though unwillingly enough, and travelled 
on towards the Paſs on the mountains. 

It pleaſed God, to divert me from evil thoughts, 
that I met with a ſoldier; we fell into diſcourſe; 
he aſked me, whether I came from the court? 


— — — —— — — — ——b—— — 
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1 told him I only paſſed: through the town! 
« It is fit for nothing elſe,” anſwered the ſoldier; 
« jt is full of baſe people; by the Lord, T had 
« rather lie at a; ſiege up to the waiſt in ſaow; 
expecting a kind bullet, and half ſtarved, than 
« endurethe inſoleneĩes they offer a man of ho- 
„ nour.“ I rephed; He ſhould conſider that at 
court there were people of all forts, and that 
they made great account of any perſon of 
worth. He cut me off ſhort, ſaying in a great 
paſſion, Why, I have been this half year at 
court, ſuing for a pair of colours, after twenty 
« campaigns, and having ſhed my blood in the 
« king's ſervice, as appears by theſe wounds.“ 
And at the ſame time he ſhowed me a ſcar half 
a quarter long on his groin, which was as plain 
a bullet as the light of the day; and two ſeams 
on his heels, ſaying, they had been ſhots ; but I 
concluded, by ſome I have of the ſame ſort, 
that they had been chilblains broken. He pulled 
off his hat to-ſhow me his face, where appeared 
a long gaſh from ear to ear, and quite acroſs his 
noſe, beſides other ſmaller: cuts, that made it 
took like a mathematical draught, all of lines; 
* Theſe,” ſaid he, © I received at Paris, feryiny. 
my God and my king, for whom I have had 
my countenance carved out, and disfigured-: 
and in return, I have received nothing but 


* Fg 
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*:fair words, which are equivalent at preſent to 


* foul actions. Let me entreat yon, learned 
Sir, to read theſe papers; for by heavens, 1 
more remarkable man, 1 vow to God, never 
went into the field; and he ſpcke truth, for 


be had marks enough to be known by. With 


this, he began to pull. out tin - caſes, and to ſhow 
me a multitude of papers, 'which I believed be. 
longed to another, whoſe: name he had borrow. 
ed. I read them, and ſpoke abundance. in his 
praiſe, pretending that Cæſar and Alexander the 
Great could not compare with him. He laid 
hold of what I ſaid in a paſſion, and cned, * To 
compare with me; by this light! no more are 
« Hannibal or Scipio, nor others as great as they. 


* Damn all they did, there was no cannon in 


their days. The devil take me, Pompey would 
be a mere chicken now. Pray, Sir, do you 
but inquire in the Low Countries, about the 


exploit performed by the perſon that wanted 
„a tooth before, and you will hear what they 


4 ſay of it.” Are you the perſon, Sir, ſaid 1? 
And he replied, Why, who do you think it 
„ was? Do not you ſee here is a breach in my 


teeth? But let us talk no more of it; for it 
does not become a man to praiſe himfelt.” 
This diſcourſe held us along, till we overtaok 4 


hermit riding on an aſs, with a long beard like a 
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hruſh, lean; and clad in ſackcloth. We ſaluted 
him as uſual, with the words Des Gratias ; and 
he began to extol the corn on the ground, and 
in it the mercies of God. The ſoldier immiedi- 
ately flew out, and ſaid, Father, L hade ſeen 
« pikes charged againſt me thicker than that: 
corn; and FL yow-to God, I did all that man 
« could do at the ſacking of Antwerp, that I did 
« by the Lord!“ The hermit: reproved him for 
ſwearing ſo much, and he anſwered, It is a 
ſign you were never a ſoldier, Father, ſince you 
freprove me for exerciſing my calling.“ It 
made me laugh to hear what he made ſoldiery 
to conſiſt in, and perceived he was ſome ſcoun- 
drel, who knew little of that noble profeſſion, 
but that infamous part, moſt uſed by the ſcum 
of thoſe that follow it. 
We came at length to the Paſs on the moun- 
tain, the hermit praying all the way on a pair 
of beads ſo big, it was a load; and every bead 
he dropped, ſounded like a ſtroke with a mallet. 
The ſoldier compared the rocks to the forts he 
pretended to have ſeen, obſerved what place 
was ſtrong, and where the cannon might be 
planted for battery. I had my eyes fixed on 
them both, and was as much afraid of the her- 
mit's monſtrous beads; as of the ſoldiers extra- 
vagant lies. How eaſily, ſaid he, would I blow 
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up a great part of this Paſs with gunpowder, and 
do all travellers good ſervice. Thus we came 
to Cerecedilla, and went into an inn all three of 
us, after night - fall; we ordered ſupper, though 
it was Friday, and in the meanwhile the hermit 
ſaid, Let us divert ourſelves awhile, for idle- 
« neſs is the ſource of all vice; let us play for 
«prayers ;” and ſo ſaying, he dropped a pack 
of cards out of his ſleeve.” I could not but laugh 
at that pleaſant fight, conſidering the great 
beads ; but the ſoldier cried, Let us lovingly 
play as far as an hundred royals will go 1 have 
about me.“ Being covetous, I ſaid I would 
venture the like ſum, and the hermit, rather 
than diſoblige, conſented, telling us, he had a- 
bout two hundred royals to buy oil for the lamp. 
I muſt confeſs, I thought to have ſucked up all 
his oil, but may the Turk always ſucceed as 1 
did. We played at Lanſkenet, and the beſt of 
it was, he pretended he did not underſtand the 
game, and made us teach it him. He let us win 
for two deals, but then turned ſo ſharp upon us, 
that he left us bare, and became our heir before 
we were dead. The dog palmed upon us ſo” 
ſlily, it was a ſhame to ſee him; would now and 
then let us draw a ſingle ſtake, and then double 
it upon us. The ſoldier every card he loſt, let 
fly half a ſcore oaths, and twice as many curſes, 


TRE SPANISH SHARPER: 263 


wrapped up in blaſphemies. For my part, I was 
eating my nails, whilſt the hermit-drew my mo- 
ney to him. He called upon all the ſaints in 
heaven, and in ſhort left us pennyleſs. We 
would have played on upon ſome little pawns, 
but when he had won my ſix hundred royals, 
and che ſoldier's hundred, he ſaid; That was on- 
ly for paſtime, and we were all brethren, and 


therefore he would not meddle any farther. 
Do not ſwear,” ſaid he, 4 for you ſee I have 
nad good luck, becauſe I prayed to God.“ We 
believed him, as not knowing the fleight he had 
at packing the cards; and the ſoldier ſwore he 


would never play again, and ſo did I. A curſe 


on it, cried the poor enſign, for he then told me 
he was ſo, © I have been among Turks and In- 


« fidels, but was never ſo ſtripped.” The good 


hermit laughed at all we ſaid, and pulled out his 


beads again. Having never a croſs left, I de- 


ſired him to treat me at ſupper, and pay for our 


lodging till we came to Segovia, ſince he had 


cleared our pockets. He promiſed ſo to do, de- 
voured threeſcore eggs, the like I never beheld, | 
and ſaid he would go take his reſt. We all lay 
in a great hall among other people, all the rooms 
being taken up before. I lay down very me- 
lancholy; the ſoldier called the landlord, and 
gave him charge of his papers in the tin - caſes, 


: 
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and a bundle of tattered ſhirts, and ſo we went 
to'fleep; © The hermit made the fign of the 
oroſs, und we bleſſed ourſelves from him; 
He ſlept, and I watched, contriving how to 
get his money from him. The ſoldier talked in 
his fleep about his hundred royals, as if they 
had not been paſt -retrieving- - When it was 
time to riſe, he called haſtily for a light, which 
was brought, and the landlord gave the ſoldier 
his bundle, but forgot his papers. The poor 
enſign made the houſe ring, calling for his ſer- 
vices. The landlord was amazed, and every 
body preſſing that he ſhould give them, he ran 
out, and brought three cloſe-ſtools, ſaying, 


There is every one one, would you have any 


„more?“ Suppoling we: were all taken with a 
looſeneſs; for in Spaniſh, ſervices is a polite 
word for a cloſe-ftool. This had like to have 
ſpoiled all, for the ſoldier got up in his ſhart, 
with his ſword in his hand, and ran after the 
landlord, ſwearing he would murder him; be- 
cauſe he made a jeſt of him, who had been at 
the battles of Lepanto, Saint Quintin, and ſeve- 
ral others, and brought him cloſe-ſtools inſtead 


of the papers he bad given him. We all ran 


after, to hold him, and'little enough, whilſt-the 
landlord cried, « Sir, You aſked me for ſer- 


« vices, I was'not bound to know, that in the 


2 
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language of ſoldiers, they give chat name to 
« the certificates of their exploits,” At length 
we appeaſed them, and returned to our rom. 
The hermit fearing the worſt, lay abed, pre- 
tending the fright had done him harm; hows 
ever, he paid our reckoning, and we ſet out to- 
wards the mountain, very much diſturbed at his 
carriage towards us, and much moxe for that 
we had not been anc to get his 3 from 
him. 4 
We met. . 1 mean one _s thoſe 
bankers, who help to drain Spain of all its mo- 
ney. He was going up the mountain, with a 
ſervant behind him, an umbrella over his head, 
and much like a rich uſurer. We fell into dif. 
courſe with him, and ſtill he turned it to talk 
of money, for they are a people that ſeem born 
for nothing but the purſe. He preſently fell 
upon Bizanzon, and to argue Whether it were 
convenient or no to put out money to Bizan- 
zon. At laſt the ſoldier and I aſked him whit 
gentleman that was he talked of? He anſwered, 
ſmiling, “ It is a town in Italy, where all the 
great money- dealers meet, to ſettle the e 
change and value of coin.“ By which we 
underſtood that Bizanton was the great ex- 
change of uſurers. He entertained us on the 
way, telling he was undone, beeauſe a bank 
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was. broke, in which he had above ſixty thou. 
ſand ducats; and ſwore by his conſcience to all 


he ſaid, though I am of opinion, that conſcience 
among traders is like a maidenhead among 
whores, which they ſell, though they have none. 
Scarce any trader has any conſcience, for be- 
ing informed that it has a ſting, they leave it 


behind them with the navelſtring when they 


come into the world. We held on our conver. 
lation, till we ſpied the walls of Segovia, which 
was a great ſatisfaction to me, though the 
thoughts of what I had endured under the 
wicked Cabra, at the ſtarving boarding-ſchool, 
would have given a check to my joy. When 
came to the town, I ſpied my father waiting 
upon the road, which brought tears to my eyes; 
but I went on, being much altered ſince I left 
the place, for I began to have a beard, and was 
well clad. I parted from my company, and con- 
ſidering who was moſt likely to know, my uncle 
beſides the gallows, I could not- imagine whom 
to apply myſelf to. I went up and aſked ſeve- 
ral people for Alonſo Ramplon, and nobody 
could.;give me any tidings of him, every one 
ſaid he did not know him: I was very glad to 
find ſo many honeſt men in my town. As 1 
ſtood in a ſtudy, I heard the common, crier ſet 
up his note, and after him my good uncle play- 
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ing his part. There came a file of bareheaded 
fellows, naked to the waiſt, before my uncle, 
and he played a tune upon all their backs, go- 
ing from the one to the other. I ſtood gazing 
at this fight, with a man I had been inquiring of, 
and told him I was a perſon of great birth; when 
I aw my uncle draw near, and he eſpying me, 
ran to embrace me, calling me, nephew. I 
thought T ſhould have died for ſhame, never 
looked back to take leave of the man I was with, 
but went along with my uncle, who ſaid to me, 
you may follow till I have done'with theſe peo- 
ple, for we are now upon our return, and you 
hall dine with me to-day. I being mounted 
on my mule, and thinking in that gang I ſhould 
be but one degree leſs expoſed than thoſe that 
were whipped, told him I would wait there, 
and ſtepped a little afide, ſo very much out of 
countenance, that had not the recovery of my 
inheritance depended on him, I would never 
more have ſpoke to him, or been ſeen in that 
place. He concluded his exereiſe, came back, 
and carried me to his houſe, where 1 ET | 
and we dined. 
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The kind Eatertginment I had at my Vacle's, the Viſits l 
received, how I recovered my Inheritance, and returned 
to Madrid. 


My worthy cocks ———_— near the Wwe 
houſe, at a waterman's houſe, we: went in, and 
he ſaid to me, My lodging is not a palace, but 
« I aſſure you, nephew, it ſtands conveniently 
« for my buſineſs.” We went up ſuch a pair 
of ſtairs, that I longed to be at the top, to know 
whether there was any difference betwixt it and 
the ladder at the gallows. There we came into 
ſuch a low-room, that we walked about as if we 
had been all full of courteſy, bowing to one an- 
other. He hung up the cat-of.nine-tails on a 
nail, about which there were others with halters, 
broad knives, axes, hooks, and other tools be- 
longing to the trade. He aſked me, why 1 did 
not take off my gown and fit down? I anſwer- 
ed, I did not uſe to do ſo. I cannot expreſs 
bow much I was out of countenance at my un- 
cle's infamous profeſſion, who told me, -it was 
lucky that I came at ſuch a time, for I ſhould 
have a good dinner, becauſe he had invited ſome 
friends. As we were talking, in came one of 
thoſe that beg charity at the church-doors for 
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poor families in diſtreſs, in a purple gown down 


to his heels, and rattling his queſting box, ſaid, 
« have got as much to-day by my diſtreſſed 


families, as you have done by the rogues you 
« flogged.” They made ſome grimaces at one 
another, the wicked queſter tucked up his long 
robe, diſcovering a pair of bandy legs, and can- 
vaſs breeches, and began to ſhift about, aſking, 
whether Clement was come? My uncle told 
him, he was not, when at the ſame time in came 
an oak threſher, I mean a ſwineherd, wrapped 
up in a clout, with a pair of wooden ſhoes on. 
{ knew him by his horn he had in his hand, 
which had been more faſhionable, had it been 
upon his head. He ſaluted us after his man- 
ner, and next to him' in came. a left-handed 
ſquinting Mulatto, with a hat that had brims 
like an umbrella, and a crown like a ſugar-loaf; 
his ſword as much iron about it as would have 
ſet up a ſmith's ſhop ; a buff. doublet; his face 
28 full of ſcars, as if it had been made of patches 


ſtitched together. He fat down, ſaluting all tile 


company, and faid to my uncle, By my troth, 
" Alonſo, Flat Noſe and Snaffle have been well 
* mauled to- day.“ Up ſtarted the queſter, and 
cned, © I gave Flechilla, the executioner of 
* Ocana, four ducats, to put on the aſs apace, 


and play with a ſlender cat-of-nine-tails, when 
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I was fly-flaped there. By the Lord,“ /quoth 


the Mulatto, 1 was too kind to the dog Lo. 


brezno at Murcia, for the aſs went a 'ſnail'; 
+ gallop all the way, and the rogue laid them 
on fo, that my back was all weals. My back 
has his maidenhead ſtill,“ ſaid the ſwineherd. 


Every dog has his day,” anſwered the queſter, 
+ I muſt fay that for myſelf,” quoth my good 


uncle,“ that of all whipſters I am the man, who 
4 am true and truſty to thoſe that beſpeak me; 


+ theſe to-day gave me five crowns, and they 
had a parcel of friendly laſhes with the ſingle 
cat - of· nine· tails. I was ſo much out of coun. 
'tenance, to ſee what good company my uncle 
kept, that my bluſhes | betrayed me, and the 
Mulatto perceiving it, ſaid, “ Is this reverend 
gentleman the perſon that ſuffered the other 
day, and had a certain number of ſtripes given 


„ him.” JI anſwered, I was none of thoſe that 
ſuffered as they had done.” With this my 
uncle ſtarted up, and ſaid, This is my nephew, 
« a graduate at Alcala, and a great ſcholar.” 


They begged my pardon, and made tenders > 


great friendſhip. 9.6 2859 | 
I was quite mad to eat my. dinner, receive 


what was due, and get as far as I could from my 


uncle. The eloth was laid, and the meat drawn 
up in an old hat, as they draw up the alms that 


dc. ² Ü . . was ABS 


0 


only that they were all dainties to encourage 
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is given in priſons; It was diſhed up in broken 
platters, and pieces of old rocks and pins, be- 
ing dreſſed in à ſtinking cellar, Which was (till 
more plague and confuſion to me. They ſat 
down, the queſter at the upper end, and the reſt 
as it fell out. I will not tell what we eat, but 


drinking. The Mulattop in à triee pouted down 
three pints of pure red. The ſwineherd ſeeing 
the cup ſtand at me, ſtill whipt it off, pledging 
more healths than we ſpoke words; no man 
called for water, or ſo much as thought of it. 
Five good minced pies were ſefved up; they 
took off the upper eruſts, filled them with wine, 
and then ſaid a ſhort prayer for the ſoul to whom - 
the fleſh belonged: Then ſaid my uncle; 4 You 
remember, nephew, what I wrote to you: about 
„your father, it now comes afreſh, into my 
mind.“ They all eat, but I took up with only 
the bottoms, and ever ſince then I have retain- 
ed the cuſtom of ſaying a prayer for the ſoul de- 
parted, when I eat minced pies. The pots went 
round without ceaſing, and the Mulatto and 
the queſter plied it ſo hard, that a diſ of feurvy 
ſauſages, looking like fingers of blacks cut off, 
being fet upon the table, one of them aſked 
what they meant by ſerving up dreſſed charcoal: 
My uncle, by this time, was in ſuch a »condi> 
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tion, up to the throat in wine, with one eye al. 
moſt out, and the other half drowned, that lay. 
ing hold of one of the ſauſages, in a hoarſe and 
uncouth tone, he ſaid, *. By this bread; which 
is God's creature, made to his own image and 
* likeneſs, I never eat better black meat, ne. 
_ * phew.“ It made me laugh with one fide of 
my mouth, and fret with the other, to ſee the 
Mulatto, ſtretching out his hand, lay hold of the 
ſalt, and cry, © This pottage is hot; and at the 
ſame time, the ſwineherd took a whole handful 
of ſalt, and clapping it into his mouth, ſay, 
This is a pretty provocative for drinking,” 
After all this medley, there came ſome ſoup, ſo 
orderly was our entertainment. The queſter 
laying hold of a porringer with both hands, cried, 
* God's bleſſing on cleanlineſs ;* and inſtead of 
clapping of it to his mouth, laid it to his cheek, 
where he poured it down, ſcalding his face, and 
waſhing himſelf in greaſe from head to foot, in 
a moſt ſhameful manner: Being in this nnferable 
plight, he tried to get up, but his head being 
too heavy, he was fain to reſt with both his 
hands upon the table, which was only a board 
ſet upon two treſſels, ſo that it overturned and 
_ greaſed all the reſt, and then he cried, That the 
ſwineherd had puſhed him. The ſwineherd ſee- 
ing the other fall upon him, ſcrambled up, and 


# 
s 


THE SPANISH SHARPER. 


laying hold of his horn trumpet, beat it about 
his ears. They grappled and clung ſo cloſe to- 
gether that the queſter ſet his teeth in the ſwine- 
herd's cheek, and both of them rolling on the 
ground, made ſuch a wambling in the ſwine- 
herd's belly, that he caſt up all he had eat and 
drank in the queſter's face. My uncle, who was 
the ſobereſt of all the company, aſked how ſo 
many clergymen had come into his houſe? Per- 
ceiving that they all looked through multiply- 
ing glaſſes, I parted the two combatants, made 
them friends, and helped up the Mulatto, who 
lay on the ground maudlin-drunk, and weeping 
bitterly. I laid my uncle on his bed, who made 
2 low bow to a tall wooden candleſtick he had, 
thinking it had been one of his gueſts, Next 
I took away the ſwineherd's horn, but there was 
no ſilencing him after all the reſt were aſleep, 
he was ſtill calling for his horn, and ſaid No 
man ever could play more tunes on it, and 
he would now imitate the organs.“ 

In ſhort, I never left them till * were all 
faſt aſleep; then I went abroad, and ſpent the 
afternoon in ſeeing the town ; -paſſed by Cabra's 
houſe, and heard he was dead, but never aſked 
of what diſtemper, knowing he could die of 
none as long as it was poſlible to ſtarve. At 
night I returned home, full four hours aſter I 
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had gone out, and found one of the company 
awake, crawling about the room on all · four to 
ſind the door, and complaining he had loſt the 
houſe: I raiſed, him up, and let the reſt ſleep 
till eleven at night, when they awaked of them- 
ſelves, ſtretching. and yawning. - One of them 
aſked, © What a clock it was?” The ſwine. 
herd, who had nat- laid half his fumes, anſwered, 
It was ſtill the heat of te day, and the weather 
very ſultry.“ The queſter, as well as he could 
ſpeak, aſked for his cloak, ſaying, The di- 
e ſtreſſed families bad been long neglected, the 
* whole care of them lying upon his hands;“ 
and thinking to go to the door, he went to the 
window, where ſeeing the ſtars, he cried out to 
the others, telling them, That the ſky was 
full of ſtars at noonday, and there was a 
« mighty eclipſe.” They all bleſſed themſelves, 
and killed the floor. Having obſerved the vil- 
lany of the queſter, I was müch ſcandalized, 
and reſolved to take heed of that ſort of men. 
The. ſight of all theſe abominable practices 
made me the more impatient to be among gen- 
tlemen and perſous of worth. I got them all 
away one by one, the beſt I could, and put my 
uncle to bed, who, though not foxed, was drunk 
enough, and made the beſt ſhift I could myſelk, 

with my, own clothes, and ſome of the poor de- 


THE SPANISH SHARPER, _ By 
parted ſouls that lay about the room. - Thus we 
paſſed the night, and in the morning 1 diſoour- 
ſed my uncle about ſeeing my inheritance; und 
taking poſſeſſion of it, telling him 1 Was quite 
tired, und 'kfiew not with What. He ſttetehed 
himſelf, got up; we bad muelf talk edneerning 
my affairs, and I. had enough todo with him, 


he was ſoluncouth and dull. At length L pre- 


vailed with him t6?:diſcover to me part of my 
inheritance, though not all; and ſo he told me 


of three hundred ducats my worthy father bad 


got by ſleight of hand, and left them in cuſtody 


of a virtuous woman; that Was the teceiver Ut 
all that was ſtole for tem Jeagiies” round the 


country. To be” ſhort} T'reteivel tid put up 
my money; which my unele had not yet drank 
out, nor conſumed; and that was very much, 

conſidering he was ſurh a brutal man; but ch 
reaſon was, he thought it would fee me to 
take my degrees, and, with is little learning! I 
might eome to be a cardinel. 4yHich' tb him 


ſeemed no difficult matter. "When he under- wr 
ſtood I had the money, he ſaid to me, My 
child, Paul, it will be your own fault if you 


* do not thrive, and are not a good man, ſince 


« you have a good example before you.. You. 
have got money, and I will always be your 
friend, for all I have and all I earn is yours.” 


N 6 
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ſpent the day in extravagant talk, and in re. 
turning the viſits totheaforeſaid perſons. They 
diverted the afternoon playing at all-fours, the 
ſame-company, my uncle, the ſwineherd, and 
the queſter, this laſt ſquandering the money of 
the poor at a villanous rate. It was wonder. 
ful to ſee how dexterous they were at it, and ſtill 
every game there was ſo much wet, for the pot 
ſtood continually ready before them. Night 
came on, the gueſts went away, and my uncle 
and I to bed, for he had now got me a quilt. 
When it was day, I got up before he was awake, 
and went away, without being perceived, to an 
inn, locking the door on the outſide, and thruſt- 
ing in the key at a cranny. I went away, as 
I have ſaid, to an inn, to hide myſelf, and wait 
the next opportunity to go to Madrid. I left 
him a letter ſealed up in the room, wherein I 
gave an account of my departure, and the rea- 
ſons that moved me ſo to do, deſiring he would 
make no inquiry after me, for I a never ſee 


hos gen 
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CHAP. XII. 

E Dy from m_— and . to — wich 
A CARRIER was ſetting out that morning from 
the inn for Madrid, he had a ſpare aſs, which I 
hired, and went before to expect him without 
the city gate. He came accordingly ; I mount- 
ed, and began my journey, and ſaid to myſelf, 
Farewell to thee for ever, thou knave of an 
« uncle, diſhonour of our family, helliſh finiſh. 
« er of the law.” 1 confidered I was going to 
Madrid, the court of Spain, where, to my great 
ſatisfaction, nobody knew me, and there 1 
muſt truft to my ingenuity. The firſt thing I 
reſolyed to do was to lay aſide my ſcholar's ha- 
bit, and clothe myſelf in the faſhion. But let 
us return to my uncle, who was in a great rage 
at the letter I left him, which was to this 
effect: 


1 +4 


Mr. ALONS0 RAMrLoN, | 


Since it bas pleaſed God — 
me fuch ſignal mercies, as to take away my 
„good father, and to order my mother to be 


* conveyed to Toledo, where I know the beſt 
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that can come of her is to vaniſh away in 
* ſmoke; all I could wiſh for at preſent would 
be to ſee you ſerved as you ſerve others. 1 
deſign to be ſingular in my family, for I can 
* never make more than one, unleſs I fall under 
your hands, and vou carve. me up as you do 
* others. . Do not inquire after me, for! it be. 
er hqves me to deny the kindred that! is between 
L us. Serve God and the K 3:09 wil wn] 
1ti is impoſſible to 8 how in all likeli- 
hood he railed and ſwore at me; ;. but let us 
leave him there, and return to my journey. I 
was mounted, like Sancho Pancha, on a ſtately 
dapple aſs, and wiſhed with all my heart that I 
might meet nobody; when on a ſudden I diſ- 
covered, at a diſtance, an underling ſort of a 
gentleman, with his cloak. hanging on his ſhoul- 
ders, his ſword by his ſide, cloſe breeches, and 
boots on, altogether, to outward appearance, 
genteel enough, with a clean ſtarched band, 
and his hat on one fide, like a ballad-ſinger. I 
conceived he was ſome man of quality that was 
walking, and had left his coach behind him; 
and accordingly, when T'came up; Taluted him. 
He viewed me, and ſaid, It is very likely, 
good Sir, that you travel much more eaſy on 
that aſs than I do with all my equipage.” 
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Imagining he had meant his coach and ſervants 
he left behind, I anſwered, © In troth, Sir, I rec- 
« kon it more eaſy travelling than in a coach, 
for though there is no diſpute but you go very 
eaſily in that you have left behind you, yet the 
« jolting of it is troubleſome. “ What coach 
© behind?” replied he, in a great conſternation; 
and turning ſhort to look about him, the ſud- 
den motion made his breeches drop down, for 
it broke only one point he had to hold them 
up; and though he ſaw me ready to burſt with 
laughing, he aſked to borrow one of me. Per- 
ceiving he had no more ſhirt than would come 
within the waiſtband of his breeches, and ſcarce 
reach to acquaint his breech he had any, I re- 
plied, © As I hope for mercy, Sir, you had beſt 
„wait till your ſervants come up; for I cannot 
poſſibly aſſiſt you, having but one ſingle point 
to hold up my own breeches.“ If you are 
in jeſt, Sir,” quoth he, holding his breeches in 
his- hands, * let it paſs, for I do not underſtand 


* what you mean by fervants.” With this he 


went on, and was ſo plain in letting me know 
he was poor, that before we had gone half a 
league together, he owned he ſhould never be 
able to get to Madrid, unleſs I would let him 
ride upon my aſs awhile, he was ſo tired with 
walking with his breeches in his hands, which 
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.moved me to compaſſion, and I alighted, He 


was fo encumbered with his breeches, that I was 
fain to help him up, and was much ſurpriſed at 
what I diſcovered by my feeling ; for behind, as 
far as was covered with the cloak, the buttocks 
had no other fence againſt the eyes and the air. 
He being ſenſible of the diſcovery I had made, 
very diſcreetly prevented what reffection I might 
make, ſaying,” All is not gold that glitters, re- 


« yerend Sir,” giving me that title on account 


of my long ſcholar's robe; © no doubt but when 
* you ſaw my fine ſtarched band, and the ſhow 
„ made, you fancied 1 was the Lord knows 
* who, Little do you think how many fine 
4 0atſides are as bare within as what you felt.“ 
J affured him upon my word that I had conceit- 
ed much different matters from what I found. 
„Why then, Sir,” replied he, let me tell you, 
* all you have ſeen as yet is nothing, for every 
thing about me is remarkable, and no part of 
me is truly clad. Such as you fee me, I am a 
real ſubſtantial gentleman, of a good family, 
„ and known ſeat on the mountains; and could 
I but feed my body as I keep my ſeat and 
« gentility, I ſhould be a happy man. But as 
* the world goes, good Sir, there is no keeping 
up noble blood without bread and meat, and, 
God be praiſed, it runs red in every man's 
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„ yeins ; nor can he be a worthy perſon who is 
„worth nothing. I am now convinced of the 
value of a good pedigree, for being ready to 
« ſtarve one day, they would not give a chop 
of mutton in the cook's-ſhop for mine; and 
« yet it is flouriſhed with gold letters, but the 
leaf gold on pills is more valuable, and few 
« men of letters have any gold. I have ſold 
« all to my very burial-place, that nothing may 
be called mine when I am dead, for my fa- 
« ther Toribio Rodriguez” Ballejo Gomez de 
« Ampuero Jordan loſt all he had in the world 


by being bound for others. I have nothing 


now left to ſel but the title of Don, and Tam 
* ſo unfortunate, that I can find nobody that 
u has occaſion for it, becauſe there is ſearee a 
4 ſcoundrel now but uſurps it.“ Though the 


poor gentleman's misfortunes were intermised : 


with ſomething that was comieal; I could not 
but pity him; aſked his name, whither he was 
going, and what to do? He anſwered with all 
his father's names, Don Toribio Rodriguez Bal- 
lejo Gomez de Ampuero Jordan. Never did I 
hear ſuch an empty ſounding jingling name, or 
o like the-clattering of a bell, as beginning in 
Don, and ending in dan. He added, he was 
going to Madrid, becauſe a threadbare elder 
brother, as he was, ſoon grew tainted and moul- 
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dy in a country town, and had no way to ſub- 


ſiſt; and therefore he was going to the com- 
mon refuge of diſtreſſed perſons, where there is 
room for all, and open houſe kept for wander. 
ing ſpongers: And I never want five or fix 
crowns in my pocket, ſaid he, as ſoon as I come 
thither, nor a good bed, meat, and drink, and 
ſometimes a forbidden pleaſure; for a good wit 
at court is like the philoſopher's ſtone, which 
converts all it touches into gold. This to me 
was the moſt welcome news I had ever heard; 
and therefore, as it were to divert the tediouſ. 
neſs of our journey, I deſired him to inform me 
how, and by whom, he, and others in his con- 
dition, could live at court, for to me it appear- 
ed a very difficult matter, becauſe every one 
there ſeemed ſo far from being contented with 
his own, that he aimed at what belonged to 
others. There are many of all ſorts,” replied 
my ſpark, but flattery is like a maſter- key, 
„ which introduces a man wherefoever he plea- 
« ſes, in ſuch great places; and that you may 
not think ſtrange of what I ſay, do but: liſten 
to my adventures and contrivances, and you 
„vill be convinced of the truth of it.“ 
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The Threadbare Gentleman, by the Way, according to Pro- 
miſe, gives an Account of his Life and Actions. | 


Tux firſt thing you are to obſerve; is, that at 
court there are always the wiſeſt and the weak- 
« eſt, the richeſt and the pooreſt, and the ex- 
« tremes of all other ſorts. There the virtuous 
« are concealed, and the wicked not taken no- 
e tice of; and there live a ſort of people like 
© myſelf, who are not known to have any eſtates, 
+ real or perſonal, nor does it appear whence 
they came, or how they live. Among our- 
«+ ſelves we are diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral names, 
« ſome are called gentlemen- mumpers, others 
« ſharpers, others pinchguts, others. barebones, 
and others commoners; but in general, we 
live by our wits. For the moſt part, we cheat 
« our guts of their due, for it is a very danger- 
* ous and troubleſome thing to live upon others. 
„We are mere ſcarecrows at all good tables, 
the terror of cook-ſhops, and always unbidden 
and unwelcome gueſts, living like chamelions 
by the air, and yet never contented. When 
* we happen to dine upon a leek, we ſtrut and 
„look as big as if ſtuffed with capon. Who. 
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* ſoever comes to vifit us, never fails to find 
« mutton and fowl bones, and parings of fruit 
about the houſe, and the doors ſtrewed with 
+ feathers and young cony ſkins; all which 
* we pick up over. night, about the ſtreets, to 
* credit us the next day. As ſoon as the friend 
+ comes in, we fall into a paſſion, and cry, It is 
da ſtrange thing that I can never make this 
_ © maid.ſweep the room in time. Good Sir, ex- 
« cuſe me, for I have had ſome friends at-din- 
ner, and theſe ſervants never mind their buſi- 
* neſs, &c. Such as do not know us, believe it, 
* and think we have had an entertainment. 
2 Next, as for dining at other men's houſes, 
« whenſoever we have ſpoke but three words 
„with a man, we take care to know where he 
lives, thither we are ſure to make juſt at cat- 

_ *.1ng-time, when we know he is at table; we 
tell him, his converſation has ſo charmed us, 
that we are not able to keep away, for he is 
the moſt taking perſon in the world. If he 
« aſks whether we have dined, and they have 
not yet begun, we anſwer in the negative. If 
« they invite us, we never ſtay to be aſked twice, 
4 becauſe thoſe ceremonies have often made us 
go with hungry bellies. If they have begun 

4 to eat, we ſay we have dined, and then, though 
the maſter of the houſe carves up his fowl, or 
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„any joint of meat never ſo dexterouſfly, that we 
may have the opportunity of chopping up 2 
« mouthful or two, we cry, By your leave, Sir, 
« pray let me have the honour of being yo. 
carver, for I remember, naming ſome duke or 
earl that is dead, God reft his ſoul, uſed to 
take more delight in ſeeing me carve, than in 
„eating. This ſaid, we lay hold of the knife, 
cut out curious bits, and ſay, How delicately 
+ it ſmells! It would be an affront to the cook 
+ not to taſte it, what a delicate hand ſhe has at 
„ ſeaſoning? With this we fall on, and down 
goes half the meat in the diſh for a taſte. If 
there be bacon, we call it our delight; if mut- 
ton, the only thing we love ; if but a turnip, 
« an excellent morſel; and ſo every' thing that 
comes in our way, is ever the thing we moſt 
*« admire. If all this fails, we are ſure of the 
«* alms of ſome monaſtery; which we do not re- 
« ceive in public among the beggars, but pri- 
vately, endeavouring to perſuade the friars, 
that we rather take it out of devotion, than 
for want. | | 

It is pleaſant enough to ſee one of us in a 
gaming houſe, how diligently he attends, ſnuffs 
the candles, reaches the chamberpots, fetches 
cards, applauds all the winner ſays, and all 
this for a poor royal or two he gives him. We 
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carry in our mind the whole inventory of our 
„ wardrobe or ragſhop, in order to dreſs us; and 
«as in ſome places they obſerve ſet times for 


prayer, ſo do we for mending and botching. 


It is wonderful to ſee what variety of rubbiſh 
e lay up, and produce upon occaſion. We 
look upon the ſun as our mortal enemy, be- 
« cauſe he diſcovers our darns, ſtitches, and 
patches; and yet are forced to be beholding 
to him, ſtanding up with our legs wide open 
« in the morning where he ſhines in, to diſcover 
by the ſhadows on the ground, what ſhreds or 
«*'rags hang between our legs, and then with a 
pair of ſciſſars we trim the breeches. Now 
that part betwixt the thighs being ſo apt to 
« wear, it is very odd to obſerve what gaps we 
make behind to fill up the forepart, ſo that 
« 'yery often the poſteriors are hacked away, till 
they remain quite naked. Only the cloak is 
6 privy to this ſecret, and therefore we are very 


* cautious of windy days, and of going up ſtairs 


* that are light, or mounting a-horſeback. We 
„mak it our buſineſs to ſtudy poſtures againſt 
«* the 12h; and if it prove a very bright day, 
« we walk with our legs as cloſe as may be, and 
© {i*, as if our knees were clung together, for 
« {ear leſt we open them the gaſhes may ap- 
„paar. There is nothing about us, but what 
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« has been another thing before, and may have 
« a particular hiſtory writ of it; as for inſtance, 
«.you ſee this waiſtcoat, Sir, it was once a pair 
of wide kneed breeches; grandchild to a ſhort 
« cloak, and great grandchild-to a long mourn- 
« er's cloak, which was. its firſt parent, and now 
« it. waits to be converted into footing for 
« ſtockings, and forty other things. Our ſocks 
« were once handkerchiefs, deſcended from 
„ towels, which had been ſhirts, and thoſe the 
« jſſue of ſheets; after all this, they are made 
into paper, on which we write, and at laſt, 
burn to make blacking for our ſhoes, where I 
have ſeen it perform wonders, recovering many 
a pair that was condemned as only fit for the 
„ dunghill. At night we never fail to get at 
the greateſt diſtance we can from the light, 
for fear of diſcovering our threadbare cloaks, 
and woolleſs coats, for there is no more knap 
on them than is upon a ſtone; and though it 
pleaſes God to give us hair on our faces, we 
have none on our clothes; and therefore to 
ſave the expence of a barber, we always con- 
* trive to ſtay till two of. us want triming toge- 
ther, and then we ſcrape one another, follow. 
ing the advice of the goſpel, Be helpful to 
one another like loving brethren.“ Beſides, 
e always take care not to intrude into the 
4 
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« houſes of others, for every nenen his own; 
wand timely notice is given to avoid conten- 
tion, being very jealous in the point of eating. 
It is an indiſpenſable duty among us to ride 
„about all the great noted ſtreets once ai quar- 
ter, though it be on a colt, and once a- year 
to go in a coach, when we are fure to ſit as 
„ cloſe to the door as poſſible, thruſting out our 
„heads, bowing to all that paſs by to be ſeen, 
« and talking to our friends and acquaintance, 
though they do not fee or mind us. If any 
« unmannerly creature happens to bite us be- 
* fore ladies, we have ways to ſcratch in public, 
« without being taken notice of; for if it hap- 
* pens to be on the thigh, we tell a ſtory of a 
« ſoldier we ſaw had a ſhot through there, clap- 
© ping our fingers on the place that itches, and 
« clawing inſtead of pointing. If it is in the 
church, and they ſting on our breaſts, we beat 
them by way of devotion, though it be at a 
* chriſtening; for the back, we lean againſt a 
« pillar or wall, and rub it there; as if we only 
+. ſtood up to obſerve ſomething. To deal in- 
+: genuoully, as to the matter of lying, not one 
«word of truth ever comes out of our mouths. 
In all companies we run over a bead: roll of 
«dukes and-earls, making ſome of them out 
friends, and others our relations, always ob- 
1 
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« ſerving that thoſe great men muſt be either 
« dead, or very remote. The beſt of all is, that 
© we never fall in love, unleſs it be to earn our 
« bread; for by our. conſtitutions, coy ladies, 
© though never ſo beautiful, are abſolutely for- 
bidden; ſo that we ever court a tripeman 
for our meat, the landlady for our lodging, 


« the ſtarcher for our dand, and other neceſſa- 


« ries; and though ſuch flender diet makes us 
4 unfit to ſatisfy them all, yet we keep them in 
good humour: Will any body that ſees the 
« boots on my legs believe they are upon the 


bare ſkin; without any ſtockings? Or will any 


« one that ſees niy curious ſtarched band ima- 
« vine I have no ſhirt? Let me tell you, Sir, a 
« gentleman may make a ſhift without thoſe 
things, but there is no living for him without 
* a ſet ſtarched band. This is an outward orna- 
ment, altogether neceſſary to grace a man; 
and befides, when he has turned it; and wound 
it every way, the ſtarch in it will make him a 


* meſs as good as watergruel. In ſhort, reve- 


rend Sir, a gentleman of our ſtamp muſt go 


through all forts of wants and hardſhips, and | 


* that 1s the way to live at court. Sometimes 
he flouriſhes and rolls in plenty, and at ano- 
ther time he falls into an hoſpital ; but ſtill he 

Vol. I. | O 
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lives; and he who knows how to manages # 
„King, though he has never ſo little“ 
I was ſo well pleaſed with the ſpark's unge 
countable ways of living, and ſo much diverted 
with his relation, that I went on afoot as far at 
Rozas, without reflecting where we lay that 
night, The ſquire ſupped with me, for he had 
not one croſs, and I thought myſelf beholden 
to him for his inſtructions, becauſe they led me 
into abundance of ſecrets, and put me into i 
way of ſharping. I acquainted him with my 
defigns before we went to bed, which he 
turned with a thouſand embraces, telling me; 
he had always been in hopes fince he miet"me 
that his words would work ſome good effect 
a perſon of my capacity. He offeretl me his 
ſervice towards introducing me at Madrid unto 
the ſociety of the tricking brotherhood, uud 
lodging among them. I accepted of his kind* 
neſs, without diſcovering I had ſuch a -treature 
of ducats, but only an hundred royals, Whieh, 
with the kindneſs I had done, and was ſtill con 
tinuing, purchaſed his friendſhip. I bought m 
three points of our landlord ; he tied up/hishale;” 
we reſted that night, got up early in the mans: 
ing, and away we went to Madrid. --_ 1: 98% 
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